Compare and Contrast Pygmalion’s Time Period to Today
1910s:  Women in Britain do not have the right to vote, and their opportunities for education and employment remain limited.

Today:  Since 1928, all women over the age of 21 have had the right to vote in Britain.  The direct participation of women in government continues to be more limited than that of men, although the election of Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister in 1979 set an important precedent.  Women were admitted to full admission at Oxford in 1920 and to Cambridge University in 1948.  Women make up a much larger portion of the work force than they did at the turn of the century, and although their compensation and employment opportunities continue to lag behind those of men, the Equal Pay Act of 1970 and other measures have addressed this issue.  It is no longer the case that a woman’s natural role is widely assumed to limited to domestic work.
1910s:  With industrialization and legislative reform beginning a process of diversification, Britain’s society is still rigidly hierarchical, with a tradition of a landed aristocracy and a pyramid of descending ranks and degrees.  In 1911, the power of the royalty—appointed House of Lords in Parliament to veto the legislation of the democratically—elected House of Commons is reduced to a power to delay legislation.

Today:  The political power of royalty and the nobility has been greatly reduced through a process of legislative reform.  While titles of nobility remain, Britain’s society remains stratified primarily by wealth rather than rank.  While the middle class grew considerably throughout the century and there was significant growth in economic indicators such as owner—occupation of homes, sharp divisions between rich and poor persist in Britain.  With the growth of the technical institutes, the “polytechnics,” the expansion of the university system after World War II greatly increased opportunities for higher education in the country.

1910s:  Despite the promotion of a standard “Queen’s English,” beginning in the Victorian era, the British Isles—even London itself—is marked by a wide diversity of spoken English.  The diversity of British population (including its varieties of English) was further shaped by large-scale immigration, by Irish beginning in the 1830s, Germans in the 1840s, Scandinavians in the 1870s, and Eastern Europeans in the 1880s.
Today:  The diversity of English culture—especially in London and the major cities—has been further increased, along with the diversity of English dialects, by twentieth-century immigration from Britain’s colonies and former colonies in African, the Caribbean, the Indian subcontinent, and the Far East.

1910s:  Europe is devastated by the 8.5 million dead and 21 million wounded in “The Great War” (World War I), including unprecedented levels of civilian casualties.  Britain was not alone in experiencing the most intense physical, economic, and psychological assault in its history.

Today:  The specter of civilian death leads to a realization that modern warfare potentially endangers the future of the entire nation.  This feeling has been accentuated since the end of World War II by the threat of nuclear destruction.  Much more so than at the beginning of the century, citizens have come to perceive war and the necessity of avoiding it as their business, and they often try to impact their government’s policies to this end.  Shaw’s position against war, still somewhat radical in his day, has become much more common.

