
Sociology I - Course Description   

We live in a complex world. What we learn from our parents and friends, while 
cherished, important and valuable, may not give us the tools we need to interact outside our 
immediate neighborhoods. We engage in educational opportunities to help us build upon our 
traditional knowledge- the so-called ‘common sense’- in the hope that by doing so we may find 
our exploration of the world beyond our neighbors and local streets a more rewarding journey.   

In sociology we explore social issues through various scientific means. In Sociology we 
hopefully will discover what is durable about life. In Sociology we search for what unifies our 
humanity.  Sociology helps us to find clarity in what all too often confuses us about the issues 
that affect all of us in direct and meaningful ways.  That is what this course is all about.  

Sociology is an academic discipline that together with anthropology, history, economics, 
psychology, and political science comprise what we call the social sciences.   

Sociology is the scientific study of social behavior and human groups. It 
focuses primarily on the influence of social relationships on people’s attitudes 
and behavior and on how societies are established and change.  

We will study various topics in this course such as families, the workplace, street gangs, 
business firms, political parties, genetic engineering, schools, religions, suicide, sexuality, and 
labor unions. This course examines how we love, how we endure poverty, how we embrace and 
reject conformity, the causes of discrimination, the social impact of illness, technology, and 
change in our community.  

The Sociological Imagination 

Our study relies upon a unique type of creative thinking. C. Wright Mills described such 
thinking as the sociological imagination- an awareness of the relationship between an individual 
and the wider society, both today and in the past. This kind of thinking allows us – all of us not 
just sociologists- to comprehend the links between our immediate, personal social settings and 
the remote, impersonal social world that surrounds us and helps to shape us (Mills [1959] 2000) 
quoted in Schaefer, Sociology Matters, 4th ed.) 

  This sociological imagination allows us to go beyond personal experiences and 
observations to understand broader public issues. Divorce, for example, is unquestionably a 
personal hardship for a husband and wife who split apart. For C. Wright Mills, however, divorce 
is not simply a personal problem but rather a social concern. An increase in the divorce rate 
serves to redefine a major institution, the family.  Today, households frequently include step 
parents and half-sisters or –brothers whose parents have divorced and remarried. Through the 
complexities of the blended family, this private concern becomes a public issue that affects 
schools, government agencies, business, and religious institutions. 



The sociological imagination is an enabling tool. It enables us to see our world in a new 
way, through a broader, sharper lens. Here are some examples that illustrate this point. Despite 
America’s love of weddings, more than half of all marriages fail. America is a religious country 
and yet most church-going Americans do not stay with the church in which they started. 
Working women still less than men in most job categories, yet more women are graduating from 
college than men today. While civil rights laws have enabled minorities to go the schools of their 
choice and to get jobs that were unavailable to them 50 years ago, segregation and job 
discrimination continues to be a problem.   

By applying the sociological imagination to our world, we may see why it matters that 
some people love hip-hop while others prefer country. Sociology together with the other social 
sciences- history, psychology, political science, and economics- help us to understand why it is 
so hard to end racism in a nation that prides itself on the idea of  “liberty and justice for all” or 
why a team of dedicated terrorists drove airplanes filled with passengers into three buildings on 
September 11, 2001.  (Quoted in Schaefer, Sociology Matters, 4th Ed.)   

           This course introduces the student to five major subjects of sociological inquiry:  

1. The Sociological Perspective – foundations, understanding research 
2. Organizing Social Life – culture, groups, mass media, deviance 
3. Social Inequality – mobility, stratification by race, gender, and age 
4. Social Institutions – family, religion, politics, economy, work, health 
5. Changing Society – population, global community, social movements 

Sociology reveals the connection between one’s biography and history. Sociology provokes us to 
think about our lives and those around us in new ways. Sociology challenges us to ask ‘Why 
does it matter?’  
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UACHS	  –	  Sociology	  I	  –	  Overview	  
	  Unit/Month	  	   Themes	   Topics	   Standards	   Major	  Projects	   Key	  Resources	  
Unit	  1	  	  
	  
September/	  
October	  
	  
	  

The	  
Sociological	  
Point	  of	  View	  

-‐Sociology	  developed	  in	  response	  
to	  the	  social	  unrest	  caused	  by	  the	  
Industrial	  Revolution;	  
-‐Humans	  adapt	  to	  and	  change	  their	  
environment;	  
-‐All	  societies	  establish	  norms	  and	  
values;	  
-‐Social	  structure	  is	  the	  network	  of	  
interrelated	  statuses	  and	  roles	  that	  
guide	  human	  interactions.	  Among	  
the	  most	  common	  forms	  are	  
exchange,	  competition,	  conflict,	  
cooperation,	  and	  accommodation.	  	  

Tier	  1	  CPIs:	  
3.1.D.1;	  
3.1.F.2;	  
3.1.G.5	  
3.2.A.1;	  
3.2.A.;	  
3.2.A.6;	  
3.2.B.3	  
3.3.A.1	  
6.1.12.	  A	  1-‐8	  
6.2.12.	  A5,	  
E10	  
6.3.12.	  D6,	  
E1-‐3,	  F1	  

Expository	  Essay	  
A	  simple	  but	  elegant	  research	  project:	  
	  
A	  Culture	  of	  Cheating?	  	  
	  
It	  is	  said	  that	  “if	  you	  give	  a	  man	  a	  gun	  he	  will	  
rob	  a	  bank;	  but	  if	  you	  give	  man	  a	  bank	  he	  will	  
rob	  the	  world.”	  
	  
We	  need	  not	  look	  to	  others	  to	  find	  cheating.	  
We	  seem	  to	  be	  living	  in	  a	  world	  that	  has	  
become	  addicted	  to	  cheating.	  	  
	  
Students	  will	  apply	  the	  ‘scientific	  method’	  to	  
the	  ‘sociological	  perspective’	  to	  find	  out	  why	  
cheating	  is	  so	  prevalent	  in	  today’s	  society.	  	  

Thomas.	  Sociology	  (2010);	  The	  New	  
York	  Times;	  The	  Atlantic	  Monthly;	  The	  
New	  Yorker;	  C.	  Wright	  Mills.	  The	  
Sociological	  Imagination;	  Andersen	  et	  
al.	  Understanding	  Society	  –	  an	  
introductory	  reader	  3e;	  Ferguson.	  
Mapping	  the	  Social	  Landscape	  –	  
reading	  in	  sociology	  5e	  
	  
	  
Video	  reference:	  
PBS	  ‘Frontline’	  Enron	  

Unit	  2	  	  
	  
November/	  
December	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Organizing	  
Social	  Life	  	  

-‐Humans	  become	  functioning	  
members	  of	  society	  through	  an	  
interpretive	  process	  known	  as	  
socialization;	  
-‐In	  industrial	  societies,	  adolescence	  
is	  a	  distinct	  stage	  of	  the	  life	  cycle;	  
-‐Important	  is	  how	  persons	  adapt	  to	  
changing	  roles	  and	  statuses	  that	  
accompany	  each	  stage	  of	  adult	  
development;	  	  
-‐Deviance	  and	  crime	  are	  everyday	  
events	  in	  modern	  society.	  

Tier	  1	  CPIs:	  
3.1.D.1;	  
3.1.F.2;	  
3.1.G.5	  
3.2.A.1;	  
3.2.A.;	  
3.2.A.6;	  
3.2.B.3	  
3.3.A.1	  
6.1.12.	  A	  1-‐8	  
6.2.12.	  A5,	  
E10	  
6.3.12.	  D6,	  
E1-‐3,	  F1,	  
6.3.12.G2,	  
H1,	  3-‐4	  

Analytical	  Essay	  on	  Deviance-‐	  good	  and	  bad	  
	  
The	  Merchants	  of	  Cool-‐	  
Have	  5	  mega-‐media	  corporations	  colonized	  
America’s	  youth	  in	  the	  pursuit	  of	  profits?	  
	  
Just	  how	  ‘cool’	  is	  ‘cool’?	  
	  
Students	  working	  in	  groups	  will	  design	  a	  
product	  that	  is	  the	  essence	  of	  ‘cool.’	  
Mark	  Zuckerberg-‐	  a	  case	  study	  of	  how	  one	  
entrepreneur	  seemingly	  transformed	  the	  
Internet	  
	  
The	  McDonaldization	  of	  Society-‐	  how	  fast	  food	  
has	  come	  to	  dominate	  how	  we	  eat,	  what	  we	  
eat,	  and	  the	  consequences	  of	  doing	  so	  to	  
ourselves	  and	  our	  society.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Video	  references:	  
PBS	  ‘Frontline’	  The	  Merchants	  of	  Cool	  
DVD	  and	  articles	  by	  Malcolm	  Gladwell	  
et	  al	  
	  
	  
	  
Video	  references:	  
Columbia	  Pictures	  ‘The	  Social	  Network’	  
DVD	  
	  
HBO	  ‘The	  Corner-‐	  a	  6-‐part	  mini-‐series’	  	  
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Unit	  3	  	  
	  
January/	  
February	  
	  
	  

Social	  
Inequality	  	  	  
	  

-‐Social	  stratification	  is	  the	  ranking	  
of	  individuals	  or	  categories	  on	  the	  
basis	  of	  unequal	  access	  to	  scarce	  
resources	  and	  social	  rewards,	  e.g.	  
caste	  and	  class;	  
-‐Resources	  and	  rewards	  in	  any	  
given	  society	  are	  limited;	  
-‐An	  individual’s	  standing	  in	  society	  
is	  affected	  by	  ethnicity,	  perceived	  
race,	  gender,	  age,	  disability,	  and/or	  
sexual	  orientation.	  	  

Tier	  1	  CPIs:	  
3.1.D.1;	  
3.1.F.2;	  
3.1.G.5	  
3.2.A.1;	  
3.2.A.;	  
3.2.A.6;	  
3.2.B.3	  
3.3.A.1	  
6.1.12.	  A	  1-‐8	  
6.2.12.	  A5,	  
E10	  
6.3.12.	  D6,	  
E1-‐3,	  F1,	  
6.3.12.G2,	  
H1,	  3-‐4	  

Expository	  Essay	  
It	  is	  a	  nation	  of	  color	  but	  who	  cares?	  	  
	  
Just	  what	  is	  inequality	  anyway?	  Do	  we	  really	  
believe	  that	  all	  humans	  on	  the	  planet	  are	  
equal?	  
	  
If	  so,	  why	  are	  we	  so	  different?	  
	  
If	  inequality	  is	  so	  bad	  then	  why	  do	  we	  celebrate	  
‘diversity’?	  
	  
How	  are	  we	  to	  care	  for	  the	  aged	  in	  our	  
population?	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Video	  references:	  
PBS	  ‘Black	  in	  Latin	  America’	  	  –	  Dr.	  
Henry	  Louis	  Gates	  explores	  the	  many	  
colors	  of	  South	  America	  –	  DVD	  
	  
Universal	  Focus,	  Babies;	  
	  
20th	  Century	  Fox,	  ‘Slumdog	  
Millionaire’;	  
Sony	  classics,	  Sugar;	  
	  
Universal	  Pictures	  ‘Far	  From	  Heaven’;	  
DVD;	  
	  
Overture	  Films	  ‘The	  Visitor’	  	  
	  
Warner	  Brothers	  ‘Gran	  Torino’	  DVD	  
	  

Unit	  4	  	  
	  
March/	  
April	  
	  
	  

Social	  
Institutions	  	  

-‐The	  family	  is	  a	  universal	  
phenomenon.	  In	  all	  societies,	  the	  
family	  serves	  as	  a	  basic	  social	  unit;	  
-‐Education	  and	  religion	  arose	  to	  
response	  to	  basic	  human	  needs;	  	  
-‐Economic	  and	  political	  institutions	  
ensure	  that	  the	  economic	  activities	  
of	  individuals	  are	  controlled	  and	  
that	  order	  is	  maintained	  in	  society;	  
-‐Science	  and	  mass	  media	  have	  
gained	  increasing	  importance	  in	  
most	  societies	  today.	  

Tier	  1	  CPIs:	  
3.1.D.1;	  
3.1.F.2;	  
3.1.G.5	  
3.2.A.1;	  
3.2.A.;	  
3.2.A.6;	  
3.2.B.3	  
3.3.A.1	  
6.1.12.	  A	  1-‐8	  
6.2.12.	  A5,	  
E10	  
6.3.12.	  D6,	  
E1-‐3,	  F1,	  
6.3.12.G2,	  
H1,	  3-‐4	  

Argumentative	  Essay	  –	  Pro	  or	  Con	  
An	  unrepentant	  excursion	  into	  Civics	  and	  
Current	  events	  (aka	  ‘the	  News’)	  
Students	  will	  explore	  the	  health	  crisis	  in	  the	  
United	  States	  by	  evaluating	  the	  contents	  of	  the	  
Affordable	  Healthcare	  Act	  in	  the	  context	  of	  our	  
nation’s	  political	  and	  economic	  systems.	  
	  
Why	  is	  health	  care	  in	  America	  not	  easy?	  
	  
Why	  does	  it	  appear	  that	  other	  nations,	  
including	  the	  African	  nation	  of	  Rwanda,	  found	  
ways	  to	  deliver	  health	  care	  in	  an	  affordable	  
manner?	  	  

Text	  +	  news	  reports	  from	  The	  New	  
York	  Times	  and	  other	  news	  media	  
sources	  
	  
	  
	  
Koch	  Lorber	  ‘The	  Chop	  Shop’	  

Unit	  5	  	  
	  
	  
May/	  
June	  
	  
	  

Changing	  
Society	  	  

Over	  6	  billion	  people	  live	  in	  the	  
world	  	  today;	  
The	  impact	  of	  population	  is	  felt	  
strongly	  in	  cities;	  	  
Social	  behavior	  is	  patterned	  and	  
predictable.	  Sociologists	  study	  why	  
people	  in	  accord	  with	  established	  
norms	  while	  others	  do	  not;	  

Tier	  1	  CPIs:	  
3.1.D.1;	  
3.1.F.2;	  
3.1.G.5	  
3.2.A.1;	  
3.2.A.;	  
3.2.A.6;	  
3.2.B.3	  
3.3.A.1	  

Service	  Learning	  Project	  
Are	  you	  part	  of	  the	  problem	  or	  part	  of	  the	  
solution?	  	  
	  
The	  McDonaldization	  of	  Society-‐	  how	  fast	  food	  
has	  come	  to	  dominate	  how	  we	  eat,	  what	  we	  
eat,	  and	  the	  consequences	  of	  doing	  so	  to	  
ourselves	  and	  our	  society	  

Text	  +	  news	  reports	  from	  The	  New	  
York	  Times	  and	  other	  news	  media	  
sources	  
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The	  essence	  of	  Sociological	  
Research	  is	  the	  inevitability	  of	  
change.	  

6.1.12.	  A	  1-‐8	  
6.2.12.	  A5,	  
E10	  
6.3.12.	  D6,	  
E1-‐3,	  F1,	  
6.3.12.G2,	  
H1,	  3-‐4	  

	  Students	  will	  explore	  various	  ways	  that	  
individuals	  can	  change	  society,	  improve	  
environments,	  right	  wrongs,	  and	  improve	  living	  
conditions	  for	  themselves	  and	  others.	  
	  
This	  ‘Major	  Project’	  stresses	  Service	  Learning	  
themes:	  What	  did	  you	  find?	  What	  did	  you	  do?	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Explanatory	  Note:	  Sociology	  courses	  typically	  cover	  five	  major	  mega-‐themes:	  1-‐Sociological	  Perspective;	  2-‐Organizing	  Social	  Life;	  3-‐Social	  Inequality;	  4-‐Social	  
Institutions;	  and	  5-‐	  Changing	  Society.	  Within	  each	  of	  these	  thematic	  constructions	  are	  the	  major	  themes:	  research,	  culture,	  stratification,	  family,	  and	  change.	  It	  

is	  from	  these	  major	  themes	  that	  we	  explore	  the	  essential	  topics	  of	  the	  course:	  defining	  sociology’s	  part	  in	  the	  social	  studies	  disciplines,	  cultural	  interaction,	  
stratification,	  intimate	  social	  groupings,	  scarcity,	  power,	  and	  the	  impact	  of	  population	  growth	  across	  the	  world.	  This	  survey	  course	  has	  been	  designed	  to	  help	  

students	  begin	  the	  essential	  steps	  of	  acquiring	  a	  broader	  personal	  world	  view	  by	  giving	  them	  opportunities	  in	  the	  classroom	  to	  explore	  different	  sociological	  
perspectives.	  	  Success	  in	  this	  course	  requires	  that	  students	  participate	  vigorously	  in	  all	  class	  discussions	  and	  examine	  news	  media	  for	  current	  events.	  
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UACHS	  Sociology	  I	  –	  2012	  

Unit	  One 
Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: The Sociological Point of View 
Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 
Unit Summary:  

• The Sociological Point of View: Sociology developed in response to the social unrest caused by 
the Industrial Revolution. 

• Cultural Diversity: Humans adapt to and change their environment. 
• Cultural Conformity and Adaption: All societies establish norms and values. 
• Social Structure: Social structure is the network of interrelated statuses and roles that guides hu-

man interactions. Among the most common forms of social interaction are exchange, competition, 
conflict, cooperation, and accommodation. 

 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Doing sociology requires reading widely and well. It also re-
quires that students expand their writing skills to include real time journalistic transcription, interview, 
diary and journal writing, expository writing, annotation, and composing analytic summaries of published 
articles and papers. Second, the doing of sociology demands that a student acquire a command of basic 
statistics, charting and graphing. Doing sociology is fun. Students will have the opportunity to analyze 
video and film, poetry, graphic art, and song lyrics in their exploration of sociological subjects. Longitudi-
nal projects, such as the Language Arts “Doc Your Block.”  
 
21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Health Literacy, Creativity, Innovation, High 
Level Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Information Literacy, Media Literacy, ICT Literacy, 
Life and Career Skills. 
 
Service learning: Students will read and analyze current events daily for any and all service learning op-
portunities. The underlying message here is this: “You have heard about it and saw it on television, what 
can we do about it”?  Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of various sociological per-
spectives and the ideas embodied in C. Wright Mills’ Sociological Imagination to all such investigations of 
social issues, specific events, and societal goals.  
 
Unit Rationale: Our daily lives shape the view of our world. The values, beliefs, lifestyles, and experi-
ences of those around us, as well as historic events, help us to mold us into unique individuals who have 
varied outlooks on life. The fact that we do not view things the same way gives society its rich diversity. 
Yet, most of us share the same characteristics and ideas. It is this combination of diversity and similarity 
that is of primary interest to sociologists. /Thomas, 4 
The nature of social life and human interaction has fascinated scholars for centuries. However, a separate 
academic discipline dedicated to the analysis of society- sociology- did develop until the advent of the In-
dustrial Revolution in the 19th century and rapid growth the urban areas around the world. /Thomas, 9 
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Learning	  Targets 
Standards: 6.2 Civics, Government, and Human Rights; 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
Standards: 6.2 World History/ Global Studies; Standards for Literacy in History/ Social Studies 
(Reading and Writing) 
RH11-12.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connect-
ing insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole 
RH11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an ac-
curate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas 
RH11-12.6 - Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 
WHST11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical process 
WHST11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
WHST11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audi-
ences 
 
Content Statements: Change- especially the kind that was brought on the world’s humanity by the Indus-
trial Revolution- produced as much hardship for many as it did wealth for the few. The discipline known 
as Sociology is a product of this transnational, transformative upheaval. It was a case of necessity being 
the mother of invention. Sociologists study how society copes with such momentous changes in the hope 
of identifying ways to the impact of change on the general population, especially the underserved.  This 
Unit introduces the student to this critical fact: sociology is about social change and social justice. 
 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting 

to solve global issues. 
6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 

urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family, and daily 

lives of men, women, and children. 
6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communica-

tion on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 
6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a par-

ticular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
6.1.12.A.1b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights. 
6.2.12.C.3a Analyze interrelationships among the “agricultural revolution,” population growth, indus-

trialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding. 
Unit Essential Questions 
• What is sociology and what does it mean to 

have a sociological imagination? 
• How is sociology similar to and different from 

other social sciences? 
• How has this discipline developed as it has? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 
• TSWBAT describe what sociology is and 

what it means to have a “sociological imagi-
nation.” 

• TSWBAT differentiate between sociology 
and other social sciences and how these disci-
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• In what ways do the three theoretical perspec-
tives in sociology differ in their focus and why 
is this so?  

• What is the meaning of culture(s) and what are 
the basic components of each? 

• What are the core American values? 
• Do these core values change over time? 
• How do the components of status and role sup-

port a social structure? 

plines form a body of knowledge that helps us 
to understand our world. 

• TSWBAT develop a narrative of the history 
of sociology. 

• TSWBAT identify the three main theoretical 
perspectives- functionalist, conflict, and inter-
actionist- and apply them to their comprehen-
sion of past and current events.  

• TSWBAT identify and analyze the origins of 
contemporary perspectives, e.g, Feminist; 
GBLT 

• TSWBAT explain why language is such an 
important component of culture. 

• TSWBAT discuss how cultural traits, com-
plexes, and patterns differ. 

• TSWBAT analyze why sub-cultures and 
counter-cultures are related. 

• TSWBAT explain how American core values 
define our culture and the interaction between 
groups. 

• TSWBAT identify and describe the two major 
components of social structure and analyze, 
citing concrete examples from current events, 
how these two components affect human in-
teraction. 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 
• 1 – Describe what sociology is and explain what it means to have a sociological imagination. 
• Explain how sociology is similar to and different from other social sciences. 
• Describe how the field of sociology developed. 
• Explain how the three main theoretical perspectives in sociology differ in their focus. 
• 2 – Define meaning of the term culture and explain how material culture and non-material culture dif-

fer. 
• Identify and describe the basic components of culture. 
• Describe cultural universals and explain why they exist. 
• Explain what the terms ethnocentrism and cultural relativism mean. 
• Identify factors that account for variations among cultures.  
• 3 – Identify the basic values that form the foundation of American culture. 
• Describe new values that have developed in the United States since the 1970s. 
• Describe how the norms of society are enforced. 
• Describe the differences between positive and negative sanctions and between formal and informal sanc-

tions. 
• Identify and describe the main sources of social change. 
• Describe the factors that lead people to resist social change. 
 
 

Evidence of Learning 
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Summative Assessment (20 days):  (September-October) 
Test and Quizzes:  

• Chapter 1 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows”– writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 2 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 3 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 

Writing Assignments: 
• Students will research and write an essay- 3-5 pages- about how sociology may be used to study tele-

vision programs that appeal to fellow students (chapter 1), or about foreign cultural practices that 
might be judged odd or unfamiliar to most Americans (chapter 2), or about a propaganda campaign 
that is designed to urge fellow students to uphold one or more of the core American values (chapter 3) 

• Students will select a significant story from mass media and write a commentary article about the sub-
ject, observing proper grammar and demonstrating knowledge of MLA standards. 

• Students will write a paragraph about the topics that were covered in each week’s lessons  
• Students will demonstrate their skill with A-C-E (answer, cite, and explain) and SQ3R (scan, ques-

tion, read, record, and recite) reading and writing response techniques.    
 
Equipment needed: Laptop + projector; sound equipment; High speed Internet Access; printer   
Teacher Resources: Texts: Thomas, W. LaVerne. Sociology. 2003 ed. Austin: Holt HMCO, 2003;  
Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology. 12ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010; Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological 
Imagination. 40th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (2000); Ferguson, Susan J. Mapping the 
Social Landscape. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008; Andersen, Margaret L. et al. Understanding Society 
– an introductory reader. 3rd. Belmont: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2009; NY Times Learning Blog; Atlantic 
Monthly; The New Yorker magazine; video clips from current DVDs from PBS, NJCU library, or topical in-
dependent or major market motion picture distributors as recommended in Thomas or Schaefer texts. 
 
Formative Assessments 
• Observe and evaluate participation 
• Review annotations,  entries 
• Review peer edits and evaluations 
• Hold one-on-one discussions w/students 

• Check for understanding questions 
• Supervise review games for chapter tests 
• Check graphic organizers 
• Check Unit Project progress  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson	  Plans	  	  
Lesson Timeframe 
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1 – The Sociological Point of View 
Locate and Gather Information 

Bloom’s Summarize and Identify 
 

TSWBAT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter. 
 
TSWBAT identify terms and names and use these 
words in a coherent conversation with a peer. 
 
TSWBAT summarize an excerpt from the book 
The Forest and the Trees: Sociology as Life, 
Practice, and Promise.  
 
[TSW read for understanding (A-C-E; SQ3R); 
identify the main ideas; restate main ideas in their 
own words.]  
 
 

 

2 periods/2 days 

2 – Culture and Social Structure 
The Perspective of Sociology 

Bloom’s Demonstrate Understanding 
 

TSWBAT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter. 
 
TSWBAT identify terms and names and use these 
words in a coherent conversation with a peer; TW 
observe and comment one-on-one with the stu-
dent pair. 
 
TSWBAT interpret statistics in two forms: oral 
presentation and by creating and presenting a 
chart (PowerPoint). 
 

 

2 periods/2 days 

3 – Cultural Conformity and Adaptation 
Successful Cross-Cultural Communication 

Bloom’s Evaluate and Judge 
 

TSW conduct three interviews with people who 
have lived in or visited another country and dem-
onstrate their findings in writing and orally.  
 
TSWBAT evaluate differences between the ges-
tures used in the United States and those used in a 
foreign country.  

 

2 periods/2 days 

Teacher Notes: Prior to reading into the content of Unit 1, the students will review the contents of a Skills 
Handbook, s1 – s27. This handbook is designed to introduce to the following topics- critical thinking, stra-
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tegic reading, standardized test-taking strategies, sociological research methods, and use of statistics. All 
summative assessments- tests, quizzes, and written assignments- will require that the student demonstrate 
their understanding of the contents of each of these skill sets. The final project or final examination will 
required that the student include examples from each of these skills.  
 
Note: 
Model for responding to Short Answer Questions: A-C-E (Answer the question; Cite source; Explain your 
answer.) 
Model for Organizing Responses: SQ3R (Scan, Question, Read, Record, and Review.) 
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Unit	  Two 
Content Area: Sociology I  
Unit Title: The Individual in Society 
Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 
Unit Summary:  

• Humans become functioning members of society through an interactive process known as sociali-
zation. 

• In industrial societies, adolescence is a distinct stage of the life cycle.  
• An important study of sociology is how persons adapt to the changing roles and statuses that ac-

company each stage of adult development.  
• Deviance and crime are everyday events in modern society.  

 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Doing sociology requires reading widely and well. It also re-
quires that students expand their writing skills to include real time journalistic transcription, interview, 
diary and journal writing, expository writing, annotation, and composing analytic summaries of published 
articles and papers. Second, the doing of sociology demands that a student acquire a command of basic 
statistics, charting and graphing. Doing sociology is fun. Students will have the opportunity to analyze in 
depth video and film depictions of sociological concepts, poetry, graphic art, and song lyrics in their ex-
ploration of sociological subjects. Additionally, acquiring a comprehension of sociological tools and con-
cepts will enrich a student’s involvement in such longitudinal projects the Language Arts “Doc Your 
Block” program.  
 
21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Health Literacy, Creativity, Innovation, High 
Level Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Information Literacy, Media Literacy, ICT Literacy, 
Life and Career Skills. 
 
Service learning: Students will read and analyze current events daily for any and all service learning op-
portunities. The underlying message here is this: “You have heard about it and saw it on television, what 
can we do about it”?  Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of various sociological per-
spectives and the ideas embodied in C. Wright Mills’ Sociological Imagination to all such investigations of 
social issues, specific events, and societal goals.  
 
Unit Rationale: In some respects, we are all alike. We all have physical bodies. We eat and sleep. We are 
born, age, and eventually die. In other respects, we are only similar to some specific groups of people. So-
ciology is a means by which we can examine and explain these differences and similarities.  
Adolescence is a unique stage in a person’s life. Sociology allows us to look closely at this important stage 
in human life. One’s life course continues to adulthood and its many stages. Sociology examines the vari-
ous stages in an adult’s life and guides our understanding as to what it means to be an adult in today’s 
global society. Last, this Unit examines deviant and criminal acts. Sociology explores the reasons such 
behaviors and how such behaviors affect our society. /Thomas, 97, 119, 149, 175  
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Learning	  Targets 
Standards: Standards: NJCCCS 2009 
6.2 Civics, Government, and Human Rights; 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
Standards: 6.2 World History/ Global Studies; Standards for Literacy in History/ Social Studies 
(Reading and Writing) 
 
RH11-12.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connect-
ing insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole 
RH11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an ac-
curate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas 
RH11-12.6 - Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 
WHST11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical process 
WHST11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
WHST11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audi-
ences 
 
Content Statements: Social groups and school organizations, like Sports teams, clubs, and school bands, 
are important to the socialization of process of young people. This Unit explores other factors of socializa-
tion: heredity, body type, instinct, aptitude, and birth order. Second, This Unit looks closely at the stage of 
development known as adolescence. What are the issues related to this important stage? How did this con-
cept of adolescence originate?  Third, the Unit detours from sociology to look at Shakespeare’s contribu-
tion: All The World’s a Stage (II,7). It is a passage about development. We conclude with the idea that 
socialization does not stop with adolescence. Development continues throughout our lives. We get the 
chance to play many roles. Last, this Unit addresses the sociological factors behind Americans’ fear of 
crime. Certainly the 24 hour news cycle that is available over the Internet and TV cable channels exposes 
us to a large volume of crime reports and statistics. But does this reportage accurately reflect crime across 
the nation?  
 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting 

to solve global issues. 
6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 

urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family, and daily 

lives of men, women, and children. 
6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communica-

tion on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 
6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a par-

ticular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
6.1.12.A.1b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights. 
6.2.12.C.3a Analyze interrelationships among the “agricultural revolution,” population growth, indus-
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trialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding. 

Unit Essential Questions 
• How has the nature-nurture debate 

evolved? 
• What is the role of self in the socializa-

tion process? 
• What are the primary agents of socializa-

tion? 
• Why do sociologists study people who 

were isolated early in childhood? 
• In what ways might mass media, espe-

cially TV, reinforce and counteract the 
effects of other agents of socialization?  

• What are the factors that led to the devel-
opment of adolescence in the United 
States? 

• How did the practice of dating develop? 
• What are the main eras of adult male de-

velopment? How does female develop-
ment differ from that of the adult male? 

• What are the main characteristics of each 
stage of life during the later years of 
adulthood?  

• What is the nature of deviance?  
• What are its social functions? 
• How can we apply sociological perspec-

tives to our understanding of social devi-
ance?  

• Why is crime defined as being at the 
limit of social norms?  

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 
• TSWBAT explain why most social scientists 

believe that both environment (nurture) and 
heredity (nature) affect personality. 

• TSWBAT describe how healthy cultural envi-
ronment is essential for a child’s full devel-
opment. 

• TSWBAT assess various arguments for why 
social interaction influences the views of self. 

• TSWBAT explain why adolescence devel-
oped as a distinct stage in the life cycle in the 
United States. 

• TSWBAT identify and analyze the five gen-
eral characteristics of adolescence. 

• TSWBAT explain the essential arguments put 
forth by Daniel Levinson et al (adult male de-
velopment). 

• TSWBAT describe and analyze the typical 
life course of an adult male and female as re-
lated to childbirth, education, social status, 
work, family, and health. 

• TSWBAT argue for or against the idea that 
deviance defines social norms. 

• TSWBAT differentiate between label theory 
and other theories of deviance?  

• TSWBAT identify the five characteristics of 
crime by category and type.  

• TSWBAT explain the purposes of the correc-
tions systems for adults and juveniles. 

 
 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 
• 5 – Identify the four main factors that affect the development of personality. 
• Explain how isolation in childhood affects development. 
• Explain how a person’s sense of self emerges. 
• Identify and describe the theories that have been put forth to explain the process of socialization. 
• Identify the most important agents of socialization in the United States. 
• Explain why family and education are important social institutions. 
• 6 – Explain how adolescence developed as a distinct stage of the life cycle in the United States. 
• Identify the five general characteristics of adolescence. 
• Summarize how dating developed as a form of social interaction. 
• Describe the functions that dating fulfills. 
• Identify some of the social problems facing contemporary teenagers. 
• Trace the causes and consequences of these problems. 
• 7 – Summarize Daniel Levinson’s Theory of Adult Male Development. 
• Identify and describe the stages of adult female development. 
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• Describe how the nature of work in the United States has changed. 
• Explain how the composition of the labor force in the United States has changed. 
• Describe the characteristics of life during late adulthood. 
• Identify the new challenges that older Americans face. 
• 8 – Explain the nature and social functions of deviance. 
• Compare the theories that have been proposed to explain deviance. 
• Identify the principal types of crime in the United States.  
• Explain the characteristics of the American criminal justice system. 
 
 
 
 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment (20 days): (November-December) 
Test and Quizzes:  

• Chapter 5 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows”– writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 6 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 7 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 8 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
 

Writing Assignments: 
• Students will research and write an essay- 3-5 pages- about how sociology may be used to study 

the nature-nurture debate (chapter 5), or about the concept of adolescence: have we taken this im-
portant stage of development too far? (chapter 6), or about either male or female development 
stages(chapter 7), or about crime statistics related to gun ownership, the 2nd amendment, and the 
how we as a nation respond to mass killing media reports. 

• Students will select a significant story from mass media and write a commentary article about the 
subject, observing proper grammar and demonstrating knowledge of MLA standards. 

• Students will write a paragraph about the topics that were covered in each week’s lessons  
• Students will demonstrate their skill with A-C-E (answer, cite, and explain) and SQ3R (scan, 

question, read, record, and recite) reading and writing response techniques.    
 
 Equipment needed: Laptop + projector; sound equipment; High speed Internet Access; printer   
Teacher Resources: Texts: Thomas, W. LaVerne. Sociology. 2003 ed. Austin: Holt HMCO, 2003;  
Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology. 12ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010; Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological 
Imagination. 40th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (2000); Ferguson, Susan J. Mapping 
the Social Landscape. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008; Andersen, Margaret L. et al. Understanding 
Society – an introductory reader. 3rd. Belmont: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2009; NY Times Learning Blog; 
Atlantic Monthly; The New Yorker magazine; video clips from current DVDs from PBS, NJCU library, or 
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topical independent or major market motion picture distributors as recommended in Thomas or Schaefer 
texts. 
 
Formative Assessments 
• Observe and evaluate participation 
•  Review annotations, entries 
• Review peer edits and evaluations 
• Hold one-on-one discussions w/students 

• Check for understanding questions 
• Supervise review games for chapter tests 
• Check graphic organizers 
• Check unit Project progress 
 
 

Lesson	  Plans	  	  
Lesson Timeframe 

1 – Socializing the Individual 
Personality: Nature or Nurture? 
Bloom’s Summarize and Identify 

 
TSWBAT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter. 
 
TSWBAT identify terms and names and use these 
words in a coherent conversation with a peer. 
 
TSWBAT summarize an excerpt from the book 
The Forest and the Trees: Sociology as Life, 
Practice, and Promise.  
 
[TSW read for understanding (A-C-E; SQ3R); 
identify the main ideas; restate main ideas in their 
own words.]  
 

 

2 periods/2 days 

2 – The Adolescent in Society 
Childhood to Adulthood: the Tiwi 

Bloom’s Demonstrate Understanding 
 

TSWBAT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter. 
 
TSWBAT identify terms and names and use these 
words in a coherent conversation with a peer; TW 
observe and comment one-on-one with the stu-
dent pair. 
 
TSWBAT interpret statistics in two forms: oral 
presentation and by creating and presenting a 
chart (PowerPoint). 
 

 

2 periods/2 days 
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3 – Deviance and Social Control 
The Falling National Crime Rate 

Bloom’s Evaluate and Judge 
 

TSWBAT create a report voting patterns among 
teen aged voters and elderly voters. 
 
TSWBAT represent their findings using a chart or 
graph.  
 
TSWBAT make conclusions based on the data 
that they have collected.   

 

2 periods/2 days 

Teacher Notes: Is deviance of all kinds the price we pay for the enjoyment of our liberties? The students 
will be asked to develop answers to this question. Some societies, most in fact, have worked hard to sup-
press deviant behavior in society. Our culture encourages deviance. But are there limits. This is a major 
sociological question.  
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Unit	  Three 
Content Area: Social Studies  
Unit Title: Social Inequality 
Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 
Unit Summary: 

• Social stratification is the ranking of individuals or categories on the basis of unequal access to 
scarce resources and social rewards. Consider caste and class. 

• The resources and rewards in any given society are limited.  
• An individual’s standing in society is affected by their ethnicity, perceived race, gender, age, dis-

ability, and/or sexual orientation.  
 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Doing sociology requires reading widely and well. It also re-
quires that students expand their writing skills to include real time journalistic transcription, interview, 
diary and journal writing, expository writing, annotation, and composing analytic summaries of published 
articles and papers. Second, the doing of sociology demands that a student acquire a command of basic 
statistics, charting and graphing. Doing sociology is fun. Students will have the opportunity to analyze 
video and film, poetry, graphic art, and song lyrics in their exploration of sociological subjects. Longitudi-
nal projects, such as the Language Arts “Doc Your Block.”  
 
21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Health Literacy, Creativity, Innovation, High 
Level Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Information Literacy, Media Literacy, ICT Literacy, 
Life and Career Skills. 
 
Service learning: Students will read and analyze current events daily for any and all service learning op-
portunities. The underlying message here is this: “You have heard about it and saw it on television, what 
can we do about it”?  Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of various sociological per-
spectives and the ideas embodied in C. Wright Mills’ Sociological Imagination to all such investigations of 
social issues, specific events, and societal goals.  
 
Unit Rationale: Social stratification divides people in a society according to certain factors and is a source 
of social inequality. In the United States, social classes contribute to social stratification. Despite such 
stratification, people from many different groups and social classes come together in places such as a busy 
street corner- the market place, the work place, the school, and places of worship. /Thomas, 203  
This Unit explores social stratification and the impact it has on each of our lives. The study of social strati-
fication is at the heart of macro-sociology. This has three main goals: a-understanding the make up of dif-
ferent societies; b-understanding the rise and fall of political systems; c-understanding the nature of ine-
quality. /Thomas, 205 
Social stratification is one of the most significant factors in the formation of American society. Students  
will gain important insights about race and ethnic relations when they apply the sociological perspective to 
these critical components of American life. /Thomas, 231  
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Learning	  Targets 
Standards: NJCCCS 2009 
Standards: 6.2 Civics, Government, and Human Rights; 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
Standards: 6.2 World History/ Global Studies; Standards for Literacy in History/ Social Studies 
(Reading and Writing) 
RH11-12.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connect-
ing insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole 
RH11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an ac-
curate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas 
RH11-12.6 - Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 
WHST11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical process 
WHST11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
WHST11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audi-
ences. 

 

Content Statements: Social stratification divides people in a society according to certain factors and is a 
source of inequality (chapter 9). Sociologists study groups and social classes in order to better understand 
group interaction. This kind of research is at the heart of macro-sociology- the study of entire societies. In 
order to understand the causes of poverty, inter-class conflict, social inequalities, and poverty, it is neces-
sary to engage in macro-sociological research.  

Moreover, this Unit applies the sociological perspective to the critically important issues of race (chapter 
10), and gender, age, health (chapter 11).  
 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting 

to solve global issues. 
6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 

urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family, and daily 

lives of men, women, and children. 
6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communica-

tion on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 
6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a par-

ticular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
6.1.12.A.1b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights. 
6.2.12.C.3a Analyze interrelationships among the “agricultural revolution,” population growth, indus-

trialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding. 
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Unit Essential Questions 
• How do caste systems and class systems 

differ? 
• What are the six social classes recog-

nized by most American sociologists? 
• What is the poverty “level” and how is it 

calculated? 
• How does poverty affect the life chances 

of Americans? 
• What is the difference between prejudice 

and discrimination? 
• How are the experiences of African-

Americans and other ethnic groups simi-
lar and different? 

• What are the seven most common pat-
terns of minority treatment by the domi-
nant ethnic groups?  

• How has the aging population affected 
American society? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 
• TSWBAT analyze how the caste system in 

India changed since 1800 and identify those 
factors that have contributed to these changes. 

• TSWBAT infer and draw conclusions about a 
person’s relative position in the stratification 
system. 

• TSWBAT argue for or against the belief that 
the class structure is based on wealth, power, 
and prestige. 

• TSWBAT to identifying cause and effect of 
why the poor experience inadequate nutrition 
and have less access to health care. 

• TSWBAT to argue for or against that it is dif-
ficult to classify people racially. 

• TSWBAT explain Gunnar Myrdal’s argument 
about what he calls “The American Di-
lemma.” 

• TSWBAT to evaluate how individual, socie-
tal, and cultural norms have changed because 
of advances in the science and technology of 
health care.  

• TSWBAT explain how to identify bias 
against the elderly. 

• TSWBAT explain how gender inequality may 
be related to the nature of human reproduc-
tion. 

 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 
• 9 – Identify the characteristics of caste systems and class systems. 
• Contrast the major theories of social stratification.  
• Identify the characteristics of the American class system. 
• Explain how different motivations and cultural values influence the American class system. 
• Identify the groups of Americans that affected by poverty. 
• Describe the steps that have been taken by the federal government to lessen the effects of poverty. 
• 10 – Summarize how sociologists define the terms race, ethnicity, and minority group. 
• Identify the characteristics that distinguish minority groups from one another.  
• Distinguish between discrimination and prejudice. 
• Describe the most common patterns of minority group treatment. 
• Describe the conditions under which minority groups in the United States live. 
• Explain how government policies, have affected the lives of minority groups in the United States. 
• 11 – Analyze how gender roles affect the opportunities available to men and women in society. 
• Explain how gender roles are affected by socialization. 
• Discuss the effect that the aging of the population is having on society. 
• Explain how the aging of the population is affecting the life chances of older Americans. 
• Describe the state of health care in the United States. 
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• Identify some of the special health care concerns of various segments of American society. 

Evidence	  of	  Learning	  
Summative Assessment (20 days): (March-April) 
Test and Quizzes:  

• Chapter 1 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows”– writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 2 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 3 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 

Writing Assignments: 
• Students will research and write an essay- 3-5 pages- about how sociology may be used to study 

the effects of the American class system on American values of liberty, freedom, and equality 
(chapter 9), or about the controversy about race: is this still an American issue that must be ad-
dressed by the public (chapter 10), or about the recently introduced health care bill, known as 
Obamacare (chapter 11) 

• Students will select a significant story from mass media and write a commentary article about the 
subject, observing proper grammar and demonstrating knowledge of MLA standards. 

• Students will write a paragraph about the topics that were covered in each week’s lessons  
• Students will demonstrate their skill with A-C-E (answer, cite, and explain) and SQ3R (scan, 

question, read, record, and recite) reading and writing response techniques.  
   

Equipment needed: Laptop + projector; sound equipment; High speed Internet Access; printer   
Teacher Resources: Texts: Thomas, W. LaVerne. Sociology. 2003 ed. Austin: Holt HMCO, 2003;  
Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology. 12ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010; Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological 
Imagination. 40th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (2000); Ferguson, Susan J. Mapping 
the Social Landscape. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008; Andersen, Margaret L. et al. Understanding 
Society – an introductory reader. 3rd. Belmont: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2009; NY Times Learning Blog; 
Atlantic Monthly; The New Yorker magazine; video clips from current DVDs from PBS, NJCU library, or 
topical independent or major market motion picture distributors as recommended in Thomas or Schaefer 
texts. 
 
 
Formative Assessments 
• Check and evaluate participation. 
•  Review annotations, entries 
• Review peer edits and evaluations 
• Hold one-on-one discussions w/students 

• Check for understanding questions 
• Supervise and review games for chapter tests 
• Check graphic organizers 
• Check Unit Project progress 
•  

Lesson	  Plans	  	  
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Lesson Timeframe 
1 – Social Stratification 

Match and Defend Your Choice 
Bloom’s Summarize and Identify 

 
TSWBAT match terms with appropriate descrip-
tion and explain their answers in two sentences. . 
 
TSWBAT answer ‘short answer responses’ and 
explain their answer in two sentences. 
 
[Class will be divided into teams and each person 
in the team will be assigned a specific function 
for their team.] 
 

 
2 periods/2 days 

2 – Racial and Ethnic Relations 
The Influx of Hispanics to America 

Bloom’s Demonstrate Understanding 
 

TSWBAT demonstrate understanding of an as-
signed passage from a magazine article by using 
the SQ3R analysis tool. 
 
TSWBAT to write a paragraph describing how 
the growing Hispanic population will influence 
American culture. The student should consider 
food, music, art forms, and religion in their re-
sponse.  
 

 
2 periods/2 days 

3 – Gender, Age, and Health 
Identifying/Using Primary Sources 

Bloom’s Evaluate and Judge 
 

TSWBAT to distinguish between primary and 
secondary sources by using a topic chart.  
 
TSWBAT demonstrate the ability to identify the 
source of materials, review the definitions of 
‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ as applied to this task, 
and consider the usefulness of the evidence.  
 
TSWBAT write a short report that both summa-
rizes the evidence and places a value on the 
source material.    

 
2 periods/2 days 

Teacher Notes: Arguably, the issues of ethnicity, health, age, gender, and race are forefront in the Ameri-
can narrative. To put all of these subjects into a single chapter may seem unproductive, but it is not. The 
message is clear: poverty, ethnicity age, health, gender, and race are closely linked. Students learn research 
techniques by using them in their work. 
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UACHS	  Sociology	  I	  –	  2012	  

Unit	  Four 
Content Area: Sociology I  
Unit Title: Social Institutions 
Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 
Unit Summary:  

• The family is a universal phenomenon. In all societies, no matter how small, the family serves as 
the basic social unit. 

• Economic and political institutions ensure that the economic activities of individuals are controlled 
and that order is maintained in society.  

• Education and religion, like all social institutions, arose in response to basic human needs. If so-
cieties are to survive over time, children must be provided with the knowledge they need to main-
tain the world they inherit from their elders.  

• The two social institutions that have gained increasing importance in many societies are science 
and mass media.  

 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Doing sociology requires reading widely and well. It also re-
quires that students expand their writing skills to include real time journalistic transcription, interview, 
diary and journal writing, expository writing, annotation, and composing analytic summaries of published 
articles and papers. Second, the doing of sociology demands that a student acquire a command of basic 
statistics, charting and graphing. Doing sociology is fun. Students will have the opportunity to analyze in 
depth video and film depictions of sociological concepts, poetry, graphic art, and song lyrics in their ex-
ploration of sociological subjects. Additionally, acquiring a comprehension of sociological tools and con-
cepts will enrich a student’s involvement in such longitudinal projects the Language Arts “Doc Your 
Block” program.  
 
21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Health Literacy, Creativity, Innovation, High 
Level Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Information Literacy, Media Literacy, ICT Literacy, 
Life and Career Skills. 
 
Service learning: Students will read and analyze current events daily for any and all service learning op-
portunities. The underlying message here is this: “You have heard about it and saw it on television, what 
can we do about it”?  Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of various sociological per-
spectives and the ideas embodied in C. Wright Mills’ Sociological Imagination to all such investigations of 
social issues, specific events, and societal goals.  
 
Unit Rationale: Most students, when asked, would readily be able to make summary connections between 
the family, our nation’s economy and politics, education and religion, and science and mass media. Doing 
sociology takes the student beyond the general ideas of conventional wisdom. Seen through the sociologi-
cal lens, these institutions and how they are all connected become sharply into focus. Through observation 
and experimentation with data, students will acquire a more sophisticated understanding of how these in-
stitutions serve as the essential components of our social infrastructure. The significance of documents 
helps to define, codify, and preserve the theories, practices, and beliefs that are espoused by social institu-
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tions. /Thomas, 293 
 

Learning	  Targets 
Standards: NJCCCS 2009 
Standards: 6.2 Civics, Government, and Human Rights; 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
Standards: 6.2 World History/ Global Studies; Standards for Literacy in History/ Social Studies 
(Reading and Writing) 
 
RH11-12.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connect-
ing insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole 
RH11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an ac-
curate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas 
RH11-12.6 - Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 
WHST11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical process 
WHST11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
WHST11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audi-
ences 
Content Statements: In 1937, sociologist Robert M. MacIver suggested that the institution of family has 
several features that are universal: mating courtship; ritual marriage; a naming of father and mother, an 
economic unity, a common habitation, a means by which children are socialized, a system of roles, and a 
means by which conflicts are resolved among its members. /Thomas, 297 What of the family of the future? 
/Thomas, 312 Freedom is a concept that is easily taken for granted in the United States. Is freedom taking 
its toll on marriage today? To what degree has marriage and other primary institutions been changed by 
economic change? /Thomas, 323 This Unit examines capitalism and democratic government. Is the 
American political system capable of sustaining economic growth in a world that is increasingly intercon-
nected? /Thomas, 344. Education and religion arose in response to human needs. Unit 4 examines 
how both religion and educational system are undergoing change as a result of economic and po-
litical changes in our society, /Thomas, 356.  Religion and government are supposed to be sepa-
rate in our society. Has this understanding been eroded by extreme politics?  
 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting 

to solve global issues. 
6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 

urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family, and daily 

lives of men, women, and children. 
6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communica-

tion on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 
6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a par-

ticular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
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6.1.12.A.1b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights. 
6.2.12.C.3a Analyze interrelationships among the “agricultural revolution,” population growth, indus-

trialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding. 
Unit Essential Questions 

• Why are documents so important to the 
development of social institutions?  

• How are families structured around the 
world? What the functions of a family? 

• What are the four basic questions that 
help determine how families are orga-
nized across the world?  

• How do capitalism and socialism differ? 
• What methods do political action groups 

use to win political and public support for 
their issues? 

• How has e-commerce changed American 
society? 

• How do the functionalist, conflict, and 
inter-actionist views differ about the 
transmission of culture? 

• What are the major features of religion in 
the United States? 

• What led to the rebirth of science in 
Europe? 

• How do age, education, and income af-
fect media consumption?  

• How has mass media affected ‘the social 
capital’? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 
• TSWBAT explain why polygamy is relatively 

rare in most societies. 
• TSWBAT explain how a bloodline is carried 

out in the absence of sons. 
• TSWBAT argue for or against reasons for de-

laying marriage and/or childbearing. 
• TSWBAT why poverty rates are so high 

among families headed by females. 
• TSWBAT identify varying points of view 

about the decline or collapse of the nuclear 
family. 

• TSWBAT identify and analyze how the laws 
of supply and demand help regulate a capital-
ist economy. 

• TSWBAT for or against the view by some so-
ciologists that capitalism and socialism are 
converging. 

• TSWBAT explain why countries that adopted 
strong socialist economic models also adopted 
authoritarian forms of government. 

• TSWBAT evaluate the relationship between 
American cultural values and the purposes 
and policies of the U.S. government.  

• TSWBAT identify how schools foster the 
creation of new knowledge. 

• TSWBAT explain the purpose of the ‘estab-
lishment clause’ in the U.S. constitution. 

• TSWBAT argue the position regarding “the 
most important issue confronting schools to-
day.” 

• TSWBAT explain the significance of the En-
lightenment and the Industrial Revolution on 
the development of modern science. 

• TSWBAT evaluate the conflict between ‘con-
flicting views of science’ and just what that 
means. 

• TSWBAT analyze how science and technol-
ogy have changed norms and behaviors in 
subculture groups.   

 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 
• 12 – Describe the norms that influence the ways in which marriage patterns are organized around the 

world. 
• Identify the basic societal needs that the institution of the family satisfies. 

Marvel � 7/31/12 11:11 PM
Deleted:  
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• Explain how American families begin and describe some of the disruptions they might face. 
• Analyze some of the trends in American family life currently being examined by sociologists. 
• 13 – Compare and contrast the characteristics of the capitalist and the socialist economic systems. 
• Discuss developments that have transformed the American economic system. 
• Explain how the exercise of power varies by type of government.  
• Describe the major characteristics of the U.S. political system. 
• 14 – Explain how the views of functionalist sociologists differ concerning education. 
• Identify some of the current issues in American education. 
• Identify the basic societal needs that religion serves. 
• Describe the distinctive features of religion in American society. 
• 15 – Identify factors that have contributed to the institutionalization of science. 
• Explain how the norms of scientific research differ from the realities of scientific research. 
• Trace the major developments in the history of mass media in the United States. 
• Explain how the sociological perspectives of mass media differ. 
• Discuss some contemporary mass media issues. 

Evidence	  of	  Learning	  
Summative Assessment (20 days): (March-April) 
Test and Quizzes:  

• Chapter 12 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows”– writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 13 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 14 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 15 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations. 

Writing Assignments: 
• Students will research and write an essay- 3-5 pages- about the impact that new forms of marriage 

are changing today (chapter 12), or the effect of that freedom and liberty affects private and public 
behavior (chapter 13), or the impact of polarized politics on the poor (chapter 14), or about how 
American students are lagging behind others in science education.  

• Students will select a significant story from mass media and write a commentary article about the 
subject, observing proper grammar and demonstrating knowledge of MLA standards. 

• Students will write a paragraph about the topics that were covered in each week’s lessons  
• Students will demonstrate their skill with A-C-E (answer, cite, and explain) and SQ3R (scan, 

question, read, record, and recite) reading and writing response techniques.    
 
 
 
Equipment needed: Laptop + projector, sound equipment; High speed Internet Access; printer 
Teacher Resources: Texts: Thomas, W. LaVerne. Sociology. 2003 ed. Austin: Holt HMCO, 2003;  
Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology. 12ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010; Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological 
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Imagination. 40th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (2000); Ferguson, Susan J. Mapping 
the Social Landscape. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008; Andersen, Margaret L. et al. Understanding 
Society – an introductory reader. 3rd. Belmont: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2009; NY Times Learning Blog; 
Atlantic Monthly; The New Yorker magazine; video clips from current DVDs from PBS, NJCU library, or 
topical independent or major market motion picture distributors as recommended in Thomas or Schaefer 
texts. 
 
Formative Assessments 
• Observe and evaluate participation 
•  Review annotations, entries 
• Review peer edits and evaluations 
• Hold one-on-one discussions w/students 

• Check for understanding questions 
• Supervise review games for chapter tests 
• Check graphic organizers 
• Check Unit Project progress 

Lesson	  Plans	  	  
Lesson Timeframe 

1 – The Family 
Match and Defend 

Bloom’s Summarize and Identify 
 

Working in assigned teams, students will match 
terms with definitions and be prepared to defend 
their choices in front of the class. 

 

2 periods/2 days 

2 – The Economy and Politics 
Decreasing Young Voters Turnout 

Bloom’s Demonstrate Understanding 
 

TSWBAT construct a reasonable argument as to 
why young voters can lose interest in political 
campaigns and what can be done about it. 

 

2 periods/2 days 

3 – Science and Mass Media  
Determining Cause and Effect 
Bloom’s Evaluate and Judge 

 
TSWBAT demonstrate their powers of observa-
tion by observing and transcribing as many mass 
media messages that they can find in a shopping 
mall. TSW write a report and present their find-
ings to the class. 

 

2 periods/2 days 

Teacher Notes: Who rules America? Low voter turnout would suggest that the general population has 
given up its sovereignty by staying away from the polling booths and electronic ballot machines. If politi-
cal participation is assumed by a select few- fund raisers, lobbyists, special interest groups, and consult-
ants- then how can we call ourselves a free and democratic people?  
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UACHS	  Sociology	  I	  –	  2012	  

Unit	  Five 
Content Area: Sociology I  
Unit Title: The Changing Social World 
Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 
Unit Summary:  

• Over 6 billion people live in the world today, and even more growth is expected in the future.  
• The impact of population is felt strongly in cities.  
• Social behavior is patterned and predictable. Sociologists study these behaviors and develop 

theories that explain why people act in accord with established norms while others do not.  
• The essence of Sociological research is the inevitability of change. 

 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Doing sociology requires reading widely and well. It also requires 
that students expand their writing skills to include real time journalistic transcription, interview, diary and 
journal writing, expository writing, annotation, and composing analytic summaries of published articles and 
papers. Second, the doing of sociology demands that a student acquire a command of basic statistics, charting 
and graphing. Doing sociology is fun. Students will have the opportunity to analyze video and film, poetry, 
graphic art, and song lyrics in their exploration of sociological subjects. Longitudinal projects, such as the 
Language Arts “Doc Your Block.”  
 
21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Health Literacy, Creativity, Innovation, High Level 
Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Information Literacy, Media Literacy, ICT Literacy, Life and 
Career Skills. 
 
Service learning: Students will read and analyze current events daily for any and all service learning oppor-
tunities. The underlying message here is this: “You have heard about it and saw it on television, what can we 
do about it”?  Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of various sociological perspectives and 
the ideas embodied in C. Wright Mills’ Sociological Imagination to all such investigations of social issues, 
specific events, and societal goals.  
 
Unit Rationale: Throughout human history, the world was chiefly populated by small groups of people who 
lived nomadic lifestyles or by those who lived in small villages. Today, estimates of nearly 60 percent of the 
world’s population will live in urbanized areas by 2025. This Unit explores what this phenomenal change in 
Human Geography means to our world today. Students will consider the question: Have we become what 
scholars once described as “the global village?” Is this not a paradox? Students will explore this concept and 
what it may mean for their future growth and prosperity.   
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

Learning	  Targets 
Standards: NJCCCS 2009 
6.2 Civics, Government, and Human Rights; 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
Standards: 6.2 World History/ Global Studies; Standards for Literacy in History/ Social Studies (Read-
ing and Writing) 
 
RH11-12.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole 
RH11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas 
RH11-12.6 - Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 
WHST11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical process 
WHST11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
WHST11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 
Content Statements: People tend to behave differently when they are anonymous members of crowds than 
when they are interacting in smaller groups. This Unit explores how and why human behavior changes from 
the public square to the privacy of one’s own home. /Thomas, 403  
Second, this Unit explores the meaning of the term urban and the social significance of living in an urban en-
vironment. The linkage between population growth and decline and the expanding urbanization of America 
and the world is also examined in depth.  /Thomas, 405 
Last, the Unit will introduce the student to concepts of Human Geography- migration, immigration, composi-
tional theory, and the expanding ways that social networks influence the direction of our culture and the cul-
tures of other people around the world. /Thomas, 479 
 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in at-

tempting to solve global issues. 
6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes 

in urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family, and 

daily lives of men, women, and children. 
6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic commu-

nication on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 
6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a 

particular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor prac-

tices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to which 
such problems are universal. 

6.3.12.B.1 Collaborate with students from other countries to develop possible solutions to an is-
sue of environmental justice, and present those solutions to relevant national and in-
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ternational governmental and/or non governmental organizations. 
6.3.12.C.1 Participate in a real or simulated hearing about a social issue with a related economic 

impact (e.g., growing health care costs, immigration, and justify conclusions after 
weighing evidence from multiple experts and stakeholders. 

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving individual rights and national security, and evaluate 
how the laws applied to a current case study that cites a violation of an individual’s 
constitutional rights. 

Unit Essential Questions 
• How might population growth affect a soci-

ety?  What affects size and structure of popu-
lations? 

• Why might some populations grow faster 
than others? 

• How have cities evolved and why is ‘urbani-
zation’ such a recent event? 

• What are the basic math concepts one needs 
to know in order to study the impact of popu-
lation on society? 

• What is a social movement and how does it 
impact urban life? 

• What is resource-mobilization theory and 
why is it important to urban life?  

• What is the significance of ideational, sen-
sate, and idealistic cultural viewpoints and 
how might these viewpoints affect the na-
tion’s politics? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 
• TSWBAT demonstrate why birth rates and 

death rates are considered crude measures of 
population change. 

• TSWBAT explain the factors that cause mi-
gration to occur in society. 

• TSWBAT critically evaluate Malthusian the-
ory of population. 

• TSWBAT evaluate how geographic factors 
have influenced development of cities. 

• TSWBAT how population changes will affect 
American institutions. 

• TSWBAT draw inferences and conclusion 
from statistical data and maps that show 
population changes. 

• TSWBAT discuss verbally, visually, and 
orally the various theories and social effects 
of urbanization. 

 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 
• 16 - Identify factors that affect the size and structure of populations and explain how sociologists 

measure these factors. 
• Summarize how sociologists explain population change and describe the programs that have been 

instituted to control population growth. 
• Explain how cities evolved and why urbanization is such a recent event. 
• Identify the models that have been proposed to explain the structure of cities and summarize the 

theories that have been put forth to explain city life. 
• 17 - Contrast the various types of collectivities and describe the explanations for collective be-

havior that have been proposed. 
• Identify the preconditions necessary for collective behavior to occur and explain how they build on 

one another. 
• Describe the types of social movements and describe ways in which the existence of social can be 

explained.  
• 18 - Summarize the theories that social scientists have offered to explain the process of social 

change. 
• Explain how the theories of social change have evolved. 
• Contrast the views of modernization on social life and the natural environment. 
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Evidence	  of	  Learning	  
Summative Assessment (20 days):  (May-June) 
Test and Quizzes:  

• Chapter 16 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows”– writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 17 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary “Do Nows” – writing a story or a poem with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 
• Chapter 18 test – multiple choice, short answer response 
• Vocabulary quizzes and Opening “Do Nows” – writing with newly acquired vocabulary 
• Notebook check – conduct one-on-one analysis of student’s annotations 

Writing Assignments: 
• Students will research and write an essay- 3-5 pages- about the impact of population changes in New 

Jersey (chapter 16), or the effect of social movements on collective and private behavior (chapter 17), 
or the impact of social change in urban communities (chapter 18) 

• Students will select a significant story from mass media and write a commentary article about the sub-
ject, observing proper grammar and demonstrating knowledge of MLA standards. 

• Students will write a paragraph about the topics that were covered in each week’s lessons  
• Students will demonstrate their skill with A-C-E  (answer, cite, and explain) and SQ3R (scan, ques-

tion, read, record, and recite) reading and writing response techniques.    
 
Equipment needed: Laptop + projector; sound equipment; High speed Internet Access; printer   
Teacher Resources: Texts: Thomas, W. LaVerne. Sociology. 2003 ed. Austin: Holt HMCO, 2003;  
Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology. 12ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010; Mills, C. Wright. The Sociological 
Imagination. 40th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (2000); Ferguson, Susan J. Mapping the 
Social Landscape. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008; Andersen, Margaret L. et al. Understanding Society 
– an introductory reader. 3rd. Belmont: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2009; NY Times Learning Blog; Atlantic 
Monthly; The New Yorker magazine; video clips from current DVDs from PBS, NJCU library, or topical in-
dependent or major market motion picture distributors as recommended in Thomas or Schaefer texts. 
 
Formative Assessments 
• Observe and evaluate participation 
• Review annotations,  entries 
• Review peer edits and evaluations 
• Hold one-on-one discussions w/students 

• Check for understanding questions 
• Supervise review games for chapter tests 
• Check graphic organizers 
• Check Unit Project progress  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson	  Plans	  	  
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Lesson Timeframe 
1 – Population and Urbanization 

Population Change 
Bloom’s Summarize and Identify 

 
TSWABT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter.  
 
Consider: the growing world population; differ-
ent population theories on urbanization; the so-
cial effects of urbanization 
 
TSWABT identify terms and names and use 
these words in a coherent conversation with a 
peer.  
 
TSWBAT summarize an excerpt on the evolu-
tion of a city: 
      -read for understanding (A-C-E; SQ3R) 
      -identify the main ideas 
      -restate main ideas in your own words 

 

 

2 periods/2 days 

2 – Collective Behavior and Social Movements 
The Leaders of Poland’s Solidarity Movement 

Bloom’s Demonstrate Understanding  
 

TSWABT write a brief summary- using struc-
tured grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and 
punctuation- about the contents of this chapter.  

 
TSWABT identify terms and names and use 
these words in a coherent conversation with a 
peer. TW observe and comment one-on-one with 
the student pair.  
 
TSWBAT interpret statistics in two forms: oral 
presentation and creating and presenting a chart 
(PowerPoint). 

 
 

 

2 periods/2 days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 – Social Change and Modernization 
The McDonaldization of Society 

Bloom’s Evaluate and Judge 
 

TSWBAT interpret and present data with a Line 

 

2 periods/2days 
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Graph utilizing specific guidelines: 
           -title clearly stated 
           -place dependent variables on the vertical axis 
           -place the independent variables on the hori-

zontal axis 
           -label the two axes to indicate what each rep-

resents 
           -use consistent intervals for both vertical and     

horizontal axes 
           -plot points on a graph and connect them 
           -use different kinds of lines depending on the 

number of results you are illustrating 
           -include a key at the bottom of the line graph 
 
 

 
Teacher Notes:  This course will stress the use of direct communication with peers and groups. It is not suffi-
cient for sociology students to acquire knowledge without the confidence to articulate what they have learned 
with their peers in general conversation. Toward this end, a key course objective will be to help students 
widen their social and scientific vocabulary. Therefore, students following this course in earnest will be re-
quired to read, define, and utilize in both writing and oral presentations approximately 500 new words, ex-
pressions, and names that are commonly used in sociological studies.     
 
 
 
 

	  


