The Rise of Hasidism(Chapter 6)

1. When did the Jews first find refuge in Poland?

2. Why were Jews welcome there when they were hated and expelled in many other countries?

3. How long did the Jewish community prosper in Poland?

4. Why were the Cossacks so hostile to Jews if the taxes they hated were imposed by the Polish nobles who were Catholic?

5. What event marked the beginning of the problems for Jews in Poland?

6. What spiritual disaster also befell the Polish Jews at this time?

7. What happened to Jewish scholarship and worship by the 17th century?

8. What sort of religious practices did Israel of Brody encourage?

9. How did the tzaddiks eventually change all that?

