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UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM
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THE AFTERMATH
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n 1945, when Allied troops entered the concentration camps and extermination camps, they discovered piles of bones and ashes-testimony to Nazi genocide. Soldiers also found thousands of survivors suffering from starvation and disease.
After liberation, many Jewish survivors refused to return to their former homes because of the antisemitism that persisted in Europe. Those who returned feared for their lives. In Poland, for example, there were a number of pogroms, the worst being the one in Kielce in 1946; 42 Jews were killed.
Many homeless Holocaust survivors migrated westward to territories liberated by the Allies, where they were placed in displaced persons camps such as Bergen-Belsen in Germany. The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) and the United States Army administered these camps.
A considerable number and variety of Jewish agencies worked to assist the displaced persons. The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee provided refugees with food and clothing, while the Organization for Rehabilitation through Training (ORT) provided vocational training. Refugees also formed organizations, and many labored for the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine.
The largest survivor organization, Sh'erit ha-Pletah ("surviving remnant"), pressed for greater emigration opportunities. Yet in the United States, legal immigration restrictions were in effect. The British restricted immigration to Palestine, and many borders in Europe were closed.
The Jewish Brigade Group (a Palestinian Jewish unit in the British army) was formed in late 1944. Together with former partisans, the Jewish Brigade Group helped organize the Brihah, the exodus of 250,000 Jewish refugees from Europe. Jews already living in Palestine organized "illegal" immigration by ship (also known as Aliyah Bet). Most of these vessels were, however, intercepted by the British. In 1947, the ship "Exodus 1947," with 4,500 Holocaust survivors headed for Palestine, was turned back to Germany by the British. In most cases, the British detained the refugees in detention camps on Cyprus.
With the establishment of the state of Israel in May 1948, refugees began streaming into that new sovereign state. The United States admitted an estimated 80,000 Jewish displaced persons between 1945 and 1952.

