Rules of syllabication
I .  Important terms

A.    Sílaba   (syllable)  -  The sílaba is the smallest unit of rhythm or beat of a word.  For example, the word casa has two sílabas, ca and sa.  Spanish words can have one, two, three or more sílabas.

B.  Sílaba tónica (tonic syllable)  - The sílaba tónica is the part of the word that receives the most emphasis when spoken.   For example, in the word casa, ca is the sílaba tónica.  Words in Spanish have only one sílaba tónica

C.   Vocal -  the letters a, e, i, o, u, and y (when it comes at the end of a syllable)

D.   Consonante – Any letter that is not a vocal

E.    Diptongo – a combination    of     i + vocal ,  u + vocal,  vocal + i,  or vocal + u

       Diptongo chart            

	i + vocal
	u + vocal
	vocal + i
	vocal + u

	ia
	ua
	Ai (ay)
	 au

	ie
	ue
	Ei (ey)
	 eu

	io
	ui (uy)
	Oi (oy)
	 iu

	iu
	uo
	Ui (uy)


II. Rules

A. A single consonante forms a sílaba with the vocal that follows it.

Ex.     Ca  -  sa,       co – mo,    ma- má

B. If there are two consonantes, the sílaba is divided between them.

Ex.    Can – tar   ,     cap – tar,    puer – ta
                 Exceptions:    The following combinations of two consonantes are not divided:

                 Br,  cr,  dr,  fr,   gr,  pr,  tr,  

                 Bl,  cl, fl, gl,  pl,  

C. If there are three consonantes, the sílaba is divided after the first

Ex.    Com – prar,    An – drés,   tem – blor

Exception:   In combinations of    consonante +  s  + consonante, the sílaba is divided after the s

Ex.    Ins – tan – te,     abs – te – ner

D. If there are four consonantes, the sílaba is divided after the second.

Ex.    Ins – tru – ír ,   cons-tru – ir

E. Diptongos in sílabas are not divided

Ex.          Deu – da,    die – ta,   cuo – ta

Exception: If a diptongo has an accent mark over the i or u,  the syllable is divided between the two vocales

Ex.        Rí – o,    Ra – úl

         F.     The combinations    ae,  ao,  oe, eo and ea are divided between the two vocales

                 Ex.    Po – e – ma,   ge – o – me -trí - a

Assignment:   Divide all the words in Chapter three primer and segundo paso into syllables  Use   -   or / to separate the syllables.
