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Distinguishing Traits of Author: Rudolfo Anaya is a Mexican-American author who was born in Pastura, New Mexico. His mother’s family consisted of farmers and his father’s family consisted of cattle workers. There was also a curandera who presided at his birth. As he grew up, he fished and hunted in the Pecos River. Rudolfo uses his own childhood which included the hometown, the Pecos River, Highway 66, the church, the school, the little villages, and the ranches around town to characterize Antonio’s childhood. Rudolfo’s parents’ background probably gave him the idea for the conflict between the farmers and the cattle workers. The curandera present at his birth and at many others’ gave him the idea for a woman healer. Rudolfo uses many aspects of his own life in his novel Bless Me, Ultima. 

Setting: The setting plays an important role in the novel Bless, Me, Ultima. The story takes place on a hill near a town in New Mexico. The main character, Tony, and his family lives on a hill because Tony’s father wants to live near the Ilano, where he grew up, and his mother wants to live near her brothers, who are farmers living in El Puerto. Because the parents come from different lifestyles, Tony has a hard time figuring out which side to follow and whose dreams to fulfill. As he grows up, the struggle gradually increases, and he tries to figure out whether to become a priest or a man that roams the Ilano. However, Anaya describes the sun as good because the “men of the Ilano were men of the sun [while] [t]he men of the farms along the river were men of the moon. But [they] were all children of the white sun” (27). This depicts the setting and the opposing forces that dwell in Tony. His dad is of the Ilano while his mom is of the farms. He tries to reconcile these two forces within himself. The hill Tony lives on is also significant because a bridge separates his hill from the town. Tony is sheltered and his innocence is kept because of his location. However, “the affairs of the town began to reach across [their] bridge and enter [his] life” (15). The hill was like a safe haven for Tony, away from all the troubles of town. Nevertheless, the troubles and problems of the town travel through the goat path and onto his hill where Tony begins to lose his innocence. When he first enters school, he took “the goat path and trek[ked] into town for years and years of schooling” (51).That is when he enters into the world. Nature also plays a huge role in this story because Ultima is a supernatural curandera who uses the forces of nature to do her magic. Hence, there are lots of descriptions of nature and how it affects their lives. The weather also plays an important role in the setting. Right before Tony is about to go to Catechism, there is “harsh winter and the sandstorms of spring” (190). This foreshadows that something unfortunate is going to happen, which is Tony losing his faith. His faith is shaken when he discovers that nothing happens after taking communion. The weather helps predict events, and it functions as a plot device. Finally, the seasons play an important role in the setting. Ultima first “came to stay with [the Luna and Marez family] the summer [Antonio] was almost seven” (1). In the summer, plants are blooming and almost ready for harvest, which signifies a new beginning. This corresponds with Ultima entering the family for the first time and introducing Antonio to beauty. As “the ripeness of autumn fill[ed] the air,” Antonio’s soul was nourished by Ultima (39). He learns how to observe plants and which ones to take which corresponds with the season of harvesting. Then, when Antonio is settled in school, his brothers come home. All of this is timed perfectly. The way his brothers slept during the day and spent the hours in town at night “like turgid animals who did things mechanically” matched the season of winter (65). During the summer, Antonio was introduced to the golden carp. Every summer, he is introduced to something new. Narciso dies during the winter, the same time the plants die. In the spring, there are dust storms and harsh winter weather. Antonio’s Catechism during the spring matches the renewal of life of plants during the spring. The book finally ends during the summer, signifying a whole cycle. The whole story lasts about two years and during these two years, Antonio grows up and encounters many deaths that cause him to lose his innocence and mature quickly. The novel is timed perfectly, and the cycle also shows that when Ultima entered into the family, there was too much good. Therefore, it was balanced by Tenorio’s evilness. At the end of the story, they both died to restore the balance of good versus evil, signifying the cycle of life. 

Brief Plot Synopsis: 

When Tony Marez is seven years old, a magical curandera named Ultima comes to live with his family. Tony’s parents are constantly arguing over what he should become when he grows up. His mother, a devoted Catholic, wishes that he grows up to become a priest that he may be close to God. His father, a man of the plains, hopes that he may someday become a cowboy like his family. Tony spends a lot of his time with Ultima as he learns about life and nature. Then, one night he witnesses the death of a man named Lupito, a soldier who recently returned home from the war. Lupito is shot by a mob of men after he kills the sheriff of the town in a moment of post-traumatic delirium. After witnessing the death, Tony begins to lose his innocence and wonders about sin, death, and hell. 
	In the fall time, Tony begins school and the brothers arrive home from the war safely. Gabriel, the father, is happy because he now believes that he will be able to fulfill his dream to move to California with his family. Sadly, the brothers are traumatized from the war and are restless, causing them to live their own independent lives. Tony is left to wonder why there is conflict between his father and brothers, but hopes that once he takes communion he will understand.
	Tony’s friend from school, Sam, takes him to the river to talk to him about the golden carp. The golden carp is the river god who looks out for mankind, and although Tony is moved by Sam’s story, he does not know how to respond due to his beliefs. His beliefs are also challenged when his Uncle Lucas is cursed by the Trementina sisters. The priests of his church are unable to cure him, but with Ultima’s powers and himself, his Uncle Lucas is successfully saved. Tony’s other friend, Cico, takes him to actually see the golden carp so that he may witness it with his own eyes. Cico says that only true believers are able to witness the god and tells the story of how all the sins of the people in the town will eventually cause the town to sink and drown in the lake underneath it, but those who believe in the golden carp will be saved. 
	One afternoon, Tenorio Trementina is angry because he believes that Ultima has put a curse on his daughters. In rage, Tenorio goes on his way to kill Ultima, but a man named Narciso tries to stop him and is shot in front of Tony. Tony has nightmares of the occurrence and talks to Ultima about what has happened until it fades from his worries. 
	In comes time for Tony to take his first communion, but he is let down by his father who seems to worship the earth and his friend Florence who does not believe that there are any gods. Upon taking communion, Tony feels no different than before and is left questioning why he still does not understand why there is sin and how forgiveness is possible in the world. Tony continues to spend time with Ultima as he learns from her wisdom and goes to dispel a haunted house that has been cursed by Tenorio as an act of revenge against the man who lived there. Tony witnesses the death of Florence as he drowns swimming in the river and spends the summer on his Uncle’s farm happily. 
	As Antonio makes his way from his uncles’ fields to his grandfather’s house one day toward the end of the summer, a murderous Tenorio chases after him. Antonio escapes, but Tenorio shoots Ultima’s owl. When the owl dies, Ultima is doomed to die as well because the owl is her spirit. Antonio sits with her at her bedside and buries the owl as she requests after she dies.

Brief Description of Characters:

Antonio Juan Marez y Luna (Tony): Tony is around seven years old, but he is very mature for his age. He contemplates about right and wrong and if people are responsible for their murders when they are crazy. He tries to figure out his identity, and he questions which religion is the true one. His life pretty much began when Ultima “took [his] hand, and the silent, magic powers she possessed made beauty from the raw, sun-baked Ilano, the green river valley, and the blue bowl which was the white sun’s home” (1). In the duration of the book, which spans about two years, he grows up and matures very quickly. He encounters more deaths than people have in an entire lifetime in these two years. He sees innocent people die, and he is exposed to many religions. He has to decide for himself how to live and who to trust. Tony is also a little prideful. He thinks that if he wants to become a priest, he can do it simply. Also, he has a limited perspective, which is shown when he asks God to forgive Andrew and Narciso, but punish Tenorio. God points out his weakness when He says that he “would have a God who forgives all, but when it comes to [his] personal whims [he] seek[s] punishment for [his] vengeance” (173). However, Tony is not to be blamed because he is barely seven years old. He is experiencing a lot as a child, and he has amazing perception. However, God points out his faults because he wishes that certain people be saved and others be damned according to his own judgment. Finally, Tony learns that he must reconcile the two opposing forces within him caused by the Luna and Marez family. He must build strength from life’s experiences and learn how to move on. He must love life and decide for himself what is right. 

Gabriel Marez: Gabriel is really stubborn, and he finally starts maturing when his sons refuse to go with him to California. It is his dream to move to the “land [that] flows with milk and honey” (51). However, his sons are Marez and they love adventure. They refuse to be settled down with their father in California. Gabriel learns his lesson and ends up fixing the windmill on his own. He realizes that his sons have grown up, and they must lead their own lives now. Gabriel is also a very deep man. He thinks evil is “not evil at all; it is just that [people] don’t understand those things and so [they] call them evil” (248). He contemplates a lot, and he thinks through things.

Maria Luna: Maria Luna is a very religious woman who prays for everything. She hopes that her youngest son, Antonio, will become a priest. She respects her brothers’ family and loves the farmer’s way of life. She likes being settled in one place, and she is the mother of the house. She hopes Antonio will become a priest so much that she prays it during her prayers to the Virgin. She asks if her sons will return safely from the war and if the Virgin could “make [her] fourth son a priest” (45). She is dedicated to her family, and she cares for her sons “like a mother hen cares for her chicks” (64). She makes sure that they are all fed. However, the one distinctive trait is that she wants Tony to follow his Luna blood and become a priest.

Andrew Marez: Andrew is the unique brother of Antonio. He decides to stay behind and work, while Leon and Eugene go off in search for adventure. He remained and “got a job here” in town (73). He is also thinking “a lot about finishing school” (73). He seems to be the obedient son until Tony finds out that he has a girl in town. He seems to care about Tony the most, but Tony sees him at the whore house. Tony could not imagine what he was seeing and he could not take it. He “wanted to hate Andrew for being with the bad women, but [he] could not” (165). Andrew betrays Tony’s trust in him because earlier, he made a promise that he would not enter the house until “[Tony] lost [his] innocence” (71). However, this is only in a dream that Tony imagined. Nevertheless, after this occasion, Andrew’s relationship with Tony gets distant. Very soon after, he moves out. 

Leon and Eugene Marez: Leon and Eugene are Antonio’s brothers. They go off to war, and when they return, they come back as changed men. Even though Eugene is the youngest, “he had always been the leader” (66). He decides to go off and wander in adventures, so Leon follows. Eugene has crude language, and his mother always tells him to watch what he is saying in front of Ultima. Leon is the one who is the most affected by the war. He would howl and cry at night “like a wild animal” (66). He is mentioned little, but he seems to be a follower.
Ultima: Ultima is Tony’s guiding spirit in a sense. She is with him, and she comforts him. She ensures that he is at peace, and she is the peacemaker for the conflicts between Gabriel and Maria. She is a curandera that has magical powers. When Uncle Lucas is dying, she is called to save him. He wakes and says, “Gracias por mi vida,” which means thank you for my life (104). She also lifts the curse from the Tellez family. She is born to do good, but she is “not to interfere with the destiny of any man” (260). Because she does interfere, she loses her life. She is considered the good one against Tenorio who is the evil one.

Tenorio Trementina: Tenorio is an evil man. When Tony first meets him, he gets the impression that he has “never seen an uglier man” (93). His features show his cruelty and darkness. He tries to defend his daughters, and he is a revengeful person. After his daughter’s deaths, he tries to kill Ultima in whatever way he can. He blames Ultima for his daughters’ deaths. He is so hateful that he gathers a group of men with torches and they storm up the Marez hill to take Ultima. He wants to “take Ultima and kill her” (132). Tenorio is filled with bitterness and anger. He kills Narciso and tries to kill Tony for getting in his way of killing Ultima. 

Trementina sisters (brujas): The Trementina sisters are extremely evil. They were dancing with the devil when they saw Uncle Lucas and “screamed like furies and were upon him, attacking him like wild animals” (88). They are vicious creatures who try to make others miserable. After this encounter, they curse Uncle Lucas and he would have died if it was not for Ultima. These brujas do not admit that they are evil. However, the youngest one dies and the priest refuses to let her be buried at the church. They curse whoever comes their way such as Uncle Lucas and the Tellez family. They meddle with people’s fates, and they are punished as a result. 

Narciso: Narciso is a dedicated, sacrificial, and respectable friend, yet the townspeople see him as drunk, irresponsible, and crazy lunatic. This contrast between his appearance and who he really is contributes to the idea that people judge based on appearances. Narciso is dismissed as the town drunk and they said “he never did anything useful” (20). This is when Lupito was about to be murdered and Narciso tried to put some sense into the men, but failed. The fact that the townsmen think he never did anything is contrasted with the Garden of Narciso. It is abundant and fruitful, but people do not know about it because they only want to see him as the drunk. They do not even bother to get to know him and find out that his wife died when she was very young, so he lost his joy in life. Narciso is a great man, and he risks his life to save Ultima. When he could not get Andrew to warn Ultima, he thought to himself that he would go instead. He risks everything that he has just to have a chance at warning Ultima of Tenorio’s evil intents. Despite the weather and his pain, he pulls through for his friend.

Lupito: Lupito is an ordinary man who went to war. When he came back, he got mental illness and became psychologically sick. He still had the mentality of war, and he was constantly afraid that the Japanese would attack him. He lost control of his body, and he “came up to where [the sheriff] sat and without warning shot him in the head” (17). The townsmen got angry and fearful, so they shot him. However, he was a good man before he went to war, so it brings up the question of whether it is right or not to kill someone when they are not in full control of their body and actions. Lupito is an archetype of someone who has post war syndrome. He is still scared of the Japanese and puts his guard up because the horrors of war are so instilled into him. He is so frightened that he became ill. He calls out “Japanese sol’jer, Japanese sol’jer” (18). He is still in a mental state of war, and he is murdered for his unconscious actions. He becomes the first death that Tony sees in his entire life.

Florence: Florence is a nonbeliever who refuses to acknowledge the existence of God. He is different from the rest of the boys in that he does not go to church. The only reason he joins catechism is because he does not want to feel left out. He blames God for his troubles and believes that “[i]t is God who has sinned against [him]” (213). He has a horrible family background and does not understand why God would do this to him. His “mother died when [he] was three, [his] old man drank himself to death, and… [his] sisters are whores, working at Rosie’s place” (195). He hates God and has many questions and inquiries. He refuses to believe in someone who would give him such a devastating life. When his friends go to confession, he claims that he “only wanted to be with [them]” (215). Towards the end of the story, Florence dies by drowning. Tony and Cico are about to tell him about the golden carp only to find him drowning in the lake. He dies without believing in any God, and his death is a symbolism of baptism. He dies to his sins because even though Cico claims that he “is a good swimmer,” he dies without acknowledging God (239). This signifies that his sins weighed him down, causing him to drown. He does not end up believing in God.

The Luna Family: The Luna family is Tony’s mother’s family. They are farmers who follow traditions and stay settled in one place. They live in El Puerto, a short distance from the hill where Tony lives. Tony’s uncles and aunts and grandfather live there. His uncles “[are] not men of many words” (142). They are quiet and talked to the earth. They are mainly peaceful people who do not like to meddle in other people’s affairs. 

Uncle Lucas: Uncle Lucas is cursed by the Trementina sisters because he challenged them when they were dancing with the devil. He “held up the holy cross in the face of those evil women” and made them fall to the ground in a fit of agony (88). As a result, they became angry and cursed him. Ultima had to step in and revoke the curse, which led to many consequences. Uncle Lucas meddled with evil, so he suffered the consequences. However, Ultima rescued him through Antonio’s body. 

The Marez Family: The Marez family is Tony’s father’s family. They are a family of vaqueros who are loud and rowdy. They claim that Tony will become a vaquero just like them. They were “an exuberant, restless people, wandering across the ocean of the plain” (6). They were “men as restless as the seas” (6). These people are adventurous and love freedom. They do not like to be tied down to one place, but they like to roam the land in search for adventure and thrill.

Samuel: Samuel is Tony’s friend and he introduces Tony to the golden carp when they go fishing. Samuel is Vitamin Kid’s brother. He is also very mature. He tells Tony the story of the golden carp and claims that this summer “Cico will find [Tony] and take [him] to the golden carp” (81). Once he leaves, he seems as if he disappeared. He works with his dad, and little else is mentioned about him. However, he is the first to introduce Tony to the golden carp and expose him to different gods.

Cico: Cico leads Tony to the golden carp. He confides in Tony, and his “eyes [are] clear and bright, like Ultima’s, and there were lines of age already showing” (116). He is old and mature. He is also the one who claims that people “seem to want to hurt each other—and it’s worse when they’re in a group” (111). He is very reflective and thoughtful, which leads him to think about many things. One thing he does believe is that the golden carp will return and punish the people for their sins. He also believes that the golden carp will come to rule again. He is the one that understands Tony a lot of times, at least more than Tony’s other friends. They share a bond because of the magic they both know. At the end of the story, he believes that Florence is ready to hear about the golden carp, but Florence dies before they are able to share about it. Cico is bright and friendly and tells Tony all about his stories with the golden carp, which shakes Tony’s beliefs and foundations. 

The Golden Carp: The golden carp is first introduced to Antonio by Samuel. However, Cico takes him to see it. It is a “huge, beautiful form glided through the blue waters” (113). It is only seen by magical people. It is a former god who decided that the people should not be wiped out, so he made them carps and now he rules over them. He is merciful and gracious in that he did not punish the disobedient people. The golden carp is a cause of struggle for Antonio as he discovers which religion suits him best.

God/Virgin Mary: God is referring to the God of the Catholic Church. He is a jealous God and refuses to hear Antonio speak blasphemy against his holy name. When Antonio thinks the Virgin Mary or the golden carp can be the true and real God, “the wind swirled around [him] and drowned [his] words, and the heavens trembled with thunder” (198). God was angry that Antonio could even think such things. Also, Antonio wonders why God cannot forgive Andrew, Narciso, and Lupito. He wants a God that will forgive everyone like the Virgin Mary. However, he wants Tenorio to go punished and refuses to let him get off easily. Antonio is struggling with his worldview, and he tries to figure out which God is right for him. The Virgin Mary is a statue in the room where Tony’s mother always prays. She is the all-forgiving mother, while God is the one who disciplines.

The Tellez Family: The Tellez family is Gabriel’s friends who have been cursed by the Trementina sisters. They placed the curse on the house by evoking the three tortured spirits. They were unable to eat because the pots, pans, and “dishes lift into the air and crash against the walls” (224). The spirits cause a lot of problems for the Tellez family, so Ultima is asked to help again. She puts a stop to the curse, and the Tellez family is saved from starvation. They meddled with Tenorio as well, so they were cursed. They are a very frightened family whose fears are finally calmed by Ultima. 
Symbols:

1. In Bless Me, Ultima by Ruldolfo, Anaya, one symbol is Rosie’s house. Her house represents the evilness and lustfulness of men. It is a symbol of all the sins of the town weighing it down. When Tony first encounters the inside of Rosie’s house, he sees a young woman who bows and the “soft flesh of her breasts hung loose and curved like cow udders” (70). This is a house of prostitutes for men who are lusting and yearning for women. They give in to their sexual desires, which show that they are giving in to their sin and growing complacent. This symbolizes all the evilness of men, and the sure fact that both God and the golden carp will punish the town.

2. Another symbol in the novel Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya is the golden carp and the black bass. The golden carp represents good, while the black bass represents evil. The golden carp is the Lord of the waters and its “huge, beautiful form glided through the blue waters” (113). They were not allowed to fish for it because it is the god of the carps. The black bass, however, represents evil because it is characterized as monstrous, and it has a mouth that “was open and red” (114). It had eyes that “were glazed with hate as it hung in the air” (114). The contrast between the golden carp and the black bass further emphasizes the contrast between good and evil in this novel. Just like Ultima and Tenorio do some similar things, but represent totally different sides, the golden carp and the black bass do similar things, but also represent different sides. They both swim just as Ultima and Tenorio both practice magic. However, their appearances are sharply contrasted just as Ultima and Tenorio’s appearances sharply contrast as well.

3. Finally, a third symbol in the novel is the river. The river symbolizes the heart and soul of Antonio. When he first witnessed Lupito’s death, his innocence was tainted forever with the blood spilled. In the river, its brown waters “would be stained with blood forever and ever and ever” (24). This symbolizes the loss of innocence that cannot be retrieved or recovered forever. Antonio has been exposed to the realities of the world and this knowledge cannot be taken away. It will stick with him forever just like the blood will stain the pure river forever. 

Motifs:

1. In the novel Bless Me, Ultima, there is a motif of dreams. Tony is constantly having bizarre dreams that seem abnormal for a boy his age. He is so pressured and burdened with choosing to either fulfill his father’s dream or his mother’s dream that he has multiple dreams concerning this matter. In his first dream, he dreams of his birth and in it, he sees his father’s family and his mother’s family fighting over his destiny. He also perceives that Ultima helped his mother give birth to him, and only she knows “his destiny” (6). The opposite forces trying to take hold of him make Tony stressed and torn. He cannot choose between the two sides. However, Ultima guides him and nurtures his spirit. His brothers also pressure him to become a priest for their mother, so that they may go on adventures like their father. They abandon him and chant that he is “to be a farmer-priest for mother” (26). They take advantage of Tony, and they believe that as long as Tony fulfills their mother’s dream in becoming a priest, they can be saved as well. They think that Tony can work hard while they have fun and commit sins. Then, they can just ask Tony to save them. They lay the responsibility on their younger brother. As a result, Tony goes from having a lot of respect for them to having little to no respect for them. He becomes the superior one. Tony also understands that if he is to become a priest, he will bear the burdens and sins of mankind, which is too much for him. Tony’s dreams show that he is coming of age and gradually losing his innocence. His dreams also sometimes foreshadow what may eventually happen. For example, Tony dreams of his brothers coming home, and right when he wakes up, his brothers come home (62). Tony’s dreams are uncanny, and they provide insight into Tony’s mind. He is slowly, but surely growing up and becoming exposed to the evils of the world. He tries to find a clear moral framework, and he is learning that knowledge of the flesh may be sin, but it helps him grow up. Although the dreams are focused on Tony, Ultima’s significance is also mentioned. She is his comforter and peacemaker. She resolves the fights when his mother and father are fighting over his destiny. She is the harmonious presence. Finally, Tony is increasing in his understanding of the world in which he finds himself. He is grasping all the ideas and distinguishing between the different religions and the different truths. He struggles with absolutism and its progression towards relativism. Soon enough, he realizes that he must discover his own truths. The motif of dreams shows Tony’s maturation from a boy to a young man and his discovering of truths and knowledge of the world.

2. Another motif in the novel Bless Me, Ultima, is the motif of seasons. The novel starts off in the summer when Ultima first “came to stay with [the Luna and Marez family]” (1). Then, it goes in a cycle of two years where Tony grows up and matures while the balance of good and evil is restored after being disrupted by Ultima’s appearance. First of all, Ultima enters in the summer when everything begins and when plants start to become ready for harvest. As “the ripeness of autumn fills the air,” Antonio’s soul is nourished by Ultima (39). He learns how to gather plants and speak to nature, which is a good timing during harvest. When his brothers come home, it is winter, which matches their lifestyle. They “spent the winter sleeping during the day and in town at night” (65). When it is time for summer, Antonio is introduced to the golden carp. Just as he was introduced to Ultima last summer, he is introduced to the golden carp this summer. Each summer he meets someone new. When Narciso dies, it is during the winter when plant life is dead. During the next spring, Antonio has his Catechism which signifies a new birth and a new life, representing spring. Finally, the story ends during summer and the good and evil balance is restored. In the two years, Antonio grows up and good and evil fight against each other until they both die, represented by Ultima and Tenorio. Also significant, Ultima comes during the summer and dies during the summer. It is like a whole cycle, ending with the balance of nature restored.

3. A third motif in the novel Bless Me, Ultima is the motif of animals. All throughout the novel, animals are mentioned as a means to explain or characterize something or someone. First of all, Lupito’s eyes are described as “the eyes of a trapped, savage animal” (18). By describing his eyes like those of a trapped animal, Anaya shows that Lupito has been psychologically affected by the war. His true inner self is scared and afraid, but he cannot come out because the war has caused him to be paranoid of everyone. Hence, he shoots the sheriff without consciously understanding what he was doing. He is savage because he has turned into a beast after the war. Another example characterizing Lupito as an animal is when he jumps up “like a coiled spring” (21). Only animals jump like that. Lupito is depicted as an animal to show that the war has turned him into something that cannot think for itself. It is scared and trapped. People are also compared to ants when referring to the church, which was “the biggest building [Tony] had ever seen” (35). By comparing people to ants, Anaya shows how enormous the church is and how humans are just ants compared to the majestic God. They are insignificant. Tony’s friend, Horse, is also a reference to animals. His movements are constantly referred to as animal movements, such as when he “is ready to buck” (37). His saliva is compared to “spider threads [glistening] in the sun” (37). He is compared to a horse because all he can do is wrestle and use force. He likes to fight and bully people, so he is referred to as a horse. The path from Tony’s hill to town is also referred to as the goat path. Additionally, Tony’s mother is portrayed as caring for his sons “like a mother hen cares for her chicks” (64). A mother hen tries her best to protect her young when there are predators. She also feeds them and provides for them as best as she can. By comparing Tony’s mother to a mother hen, Anaya shows how dedicated and loving Tony’s mother is towards her sons. Finally, her sons are compared to “wild bulls running down the goat path towards town” (69). Bulls are wild in and of themselves. They tackle mercilessly and run forcefully. By describing them as wild, Anaya emphasizes how crazy Tony’s brothers are and how they have no brains. They are not thinking of what they are doing. They are just running headstrong into the town, not caring about the consequences. There are also many other mentions of animals in this story used as comparisons. This motif of animals throughout the novel reinforces the idea that humans are comparable to animals because of their sinfulness, and God will punish them on the Judgment Day, which contributes to the theme of good versus evil in the novel.

Archetypes:

1. An archetype in the novel Bless Me, Ultima is Lupito himself. He is an ex-soldier who has just come home from the war. He has post war syndrome, and his illness is affecting his mental state. As a result, he has lost control and without consciously knowing what he was doing, Lupito “came up to where [the sheriff] sat and without warning shot him in the head” (17). The war has caused Lupito to lose his sense of security and peace. He is on constant alert and still thinks that he is in the war. Without truly knowing what he was doing, he shot the sheriff. This shows the aftermaths of war and its detrimental effects on society. War is cruel and brutal. It takes good men and turns them into savage beasts who have no control over what they are doing. They turn men into insane people because they have witnessed so many unjust deaths, cruelties, and brutalities. Lupito is an archetype of what happens to a man after going to war. They turn into unconscious people who are always on alert, and, in extreme cases, they become psychopaths. They have seen so much violence that they are tainted forever. They become insecure and aggressive. Lupito is a prime example of what happens to a man after going to war. 
2. Another archetype in the novel Bless Me, Ultima is the three witches. They have all the characteristics of witches, such as worshiping the devil, practicing evil magic, and meddling in the lives of others. Uncle Lucas sees them dancing with the light of the fireballs in the clearing of the trees. They do “the Black Mass in honor of the devil, and the devil appeared and danced with them” (87). The Trementina sisters invite the devil to dance with them and practice their evil magic. True to the legend, they “fell to the ground in a fit of agony and pain” once they saw the cross (88). They also work evil magic by taking things that belong to people, such as Uncle Lucas’ hair and performing evil work to implement curses and bring harm upon the land. Finally, they cannot be buried “in a casket made of pine or pinon or cedar” (139). True to the story, the dead sister is buried “in a basket woven of cottonwood branches, and her body will be smeared with blood” (139). This means that the devil will come and sleep with the corpse before it is buried. The three witches are an archetype of witches in legends and folktales. They dance with the devil, practice evil magic, and do many horrible things to spite people. They are unkind and malicious, just like witches in stories. 

3. A third archetype in this novel is the sorcerer. Ultima is the sorcerer who practices magic for good. She has an owl that is her spirit and her “bond to the time and harmony of the universe” (260). Just like a sorcerer, she was taught by a wise old man. Her purpose is to do good amidst the sins of mankind. She is also like a sorcerer in that she can work magic to save lives and lift curses. She never seems to sleep like a sorcerer. Additionally, she cares for nature and is in touch with the forces of the world. She trusts in an apprentice, Tony, and she gives him her scapular, which is “a small pouch of helpful herbs” (124). Finally, she has clay dolls in her room that she forbids Antonio to touch. They look lifelike in appearance, and “one doll… sagged and bent over” (123). Soon after, Tenorio’s youngest daughter dies. Ultima is an archetype of a sorcerer who practices magic with good intentions in order to help mankind for goodness’ sake. 

Allusions:

1. In Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya, there is an allusion to the Garden of Eden. The garden of Narciso is thick and “[e]very kind of fruit and vegetable [Antonio] knew seemed to grow in the garden” (108). The air is sweet smelling, and the garden is filled with “fruit-laden trees and rows and rows of vegetables” (108). This abundance mirrors that of the Garden of Eden in Genesis of the Hebrew Bible. It is filled with fruits and vegetables of all kind, and it is a pleasant place in both gardens. By alluding to the Garden of Eden, Anaya shows how fruitful and bountiful the garden of Narciso is. He also reveals that Narciso may in fact be a saint because he lives in such an abundant garden. He could represent Adam. However, the allusion to the Garden of Eden proves how plentiful the Garden of Narciso is. 

2. Another allusion in the novel Bless Me, Ultima is the allusion to the Sirens of the Odyssey. When Tony learns of the story of the Golden Carp, Cico tells him about his personal experience with finding the Golden Carp. Cico tells him that he “climbed one of the overhanging cliffs to watch the fish in the clear water when [he] began to hear a strange music. It was a low lonely murmuring, maybe like something a sad girl would sing. And it seemed like the water was calling him” (116). This connects to the story in mythology of the sirens who would sing their way to sway the men to go into the river where the sirens would take over their body. Their music was used to lure them in so they would never leave.

3. A third allusion in the novel Bless Me, Ultima is Florence drowning in the lake. This is an allusion to a person being baptized. When a person is baptized, he is dying to his sin and obtaining a new life in Jesus Christ. Because Florence did not believe in God, he drowned because he died to his sin. He ended up rejecting God at the last minute. Even though he was a good swimmer, which means he lived a good life in the view of mankind, it was not enough to save him. God’s wrath poured upon him as a wretched sinner, and he drowned in the whirlpool of his sin. In the eyes of men, Florence may have lived a successful and good life, which is alluded to by the fact that he “is a good swimmer” (239). However, it is not enough to save him from the wrath of God. Since he rejects God and believes that he has no sin, God punished him. His death is like baptism because he dies to his sin, and he never comes back up because he never ends up believing that God saved him. He never ends up believing in the God of the church. Despite how Florence lived a good life in the eyes of men, he claims that it is “God who has sinned against [him];” therefore, he dies (213). 

Themes:

1. While religion considers the loss of innocence as a sin, it is necessary for maturity and spiritual growth.
	Antonio is an innocent little boy who is curious about town issues like any other average boy. However, he sees Lupito die in front of his face, and he is scarred for life. He is only a child, but he experiences death by seeing people he respects murder the poor guy. He knows that Lupito is not in his right mind, and he murdered the sheriff, so he deserves punishment, but since he is still human and he is sick from the war, is it okay to murder him? Antonio struggles with this question of right and wrong. Religion may look down on this murder of a man and the revenge of the townsmen, but it is important for Antonio to get this experience in order to question his own beliefs. He must decide for himself whether Lupito is saved or not and whether the townsmen did the right thing by killing him. He struggles with this issue, and it is necessary for his maturity. 
	Antonio is also introduced to the golden carp, which shakes his foundations for religion. He grew up believing in the God of the Catholic Church because that is what his mother led him to believe. However, as he grows older, Samuel and Cico introduce him to the golden carp. Religion would look down upon this as learning about idols and dishonoring the name of God. Nevertheless, in order for Antonio to grow spiritually, he must encounter these new religions, ideas, and worldviews in order to discover the truths for himself. He must learn to decide for himself which religion is true for him. If he is not put to test by the golden carp, his faith would not be as strong because it would never have been moved. Because it is shaken and Tony still believes, his faith grows stronger.
	Finally, Antonio loses his innocence when he realizes that many men give in to their lustful desires. He discovers that his brother Andrew goes to Rosie’s house and has a girl there. Even though he dreams that Andrew will not enter until he loses his innocence, he sees that Andrew has already entered the house, which proves that Antonio has left his innocence when he was first born into the world. If Antonio did not know about the sins of men, he would not grow spiritually and mature emotionally. In order to be a priest, he must understand the sins of mankind and be exposed to the many different evils. This will help him mature and be a good priest. Religion may tell him to stay away from these things and encourage him to avoid contact with these people in order to keep holy, but it is essential for Antonio to understand and encounter these things in order to know for himself how he wants to be when he grows up. He needs to mature and discover the world on his own, without just following people’s instructions and commands.

2. One’s identity is not bestowed at birth, rather it is forged through the process of life.
	Antonio’s identity is created through his life experiences. When he was first born, his mother and his father fought over his destiny. They each wanted him to follow their family’s ways. His mother wanted him to become a priest and live in the manner of a farmer who settled down, while his father wanted him to roam the Ilano like a person who goes on adventures. He struggles through life and tries to figure out which dream he is supposed to fulfill. His identity is not given him at birth. Rather, he goes through life and discovers for himself who he wants to be. He cannot just listen to people, but he has to decide for himself. 
	In addition, his identity is created through his spiritual life. When he was younger, his mother took him to the Catholic Church, and he accepted the doctrines as his own. However, as he grew older, his friends introduced him to new religions such as the golden carp. Now he has to figure out which god is more powerful and which one he wants to believe in. He is no longer a child, and he is independent. He does not have to listen to his mom. He can decide what to follow and who to believe in. His experiences with the different religions will shape the way he views them and ultimately shape his identity.
	Finally, Ultima helps Tony with forming his identity. Tony used to go to Ultima for everything, but she constantly tells him to figure out for himself. She guides his spirit along, but she lets him decide things for himself so that he may become independent. She allows him to choose whether or not he wants to help her cure his Uncle Lucas because he will be branded the bruja’s boy. However, Antonio does not mind and decides to help Ultima out. Also, Tony wonders if he should believe in the golden carp, and he asks Ultima only to have her tell him that he must decide what to believe in for himself. Ultima aids Tony in searching for his identity, but ultimately, it is up to Tony to figure out who he truly is, what he believes in, and who he respects. Through the process of life, Tony decides who he will become and ends up pursuing his own dreams.
 
3. Those who act or think outside the cultural norm are ostracized because rooted in their beliefs are ideas that people are unfamiliar with.
	Antonio is lonely and shunned because he is different from the students at the school. He feels isolated on his first day at school and the other kids laugh at him because he cannot speak English. Because he is considered weird, the other kids do not talk to him, and he feels a sense of rejection. He is not thought of as normal, so people shun him.
	He is also rejected because he does not do what people expect him to do. He stands up for what he believes to be right, and he is beaten up for it. When Florence claimed that God had sinned against him, Antonio was playing the priest, and he pardoned Florence because he knew he had no right to punish him. However, the other kids were unhappy with his actions, so they beat him up. At first, Tony is praised for his knowledge of the Bible, but because he goes against the norm, the kids do not like him, and they attack him. The kids do not understand why Tony would not punish Florence for his blasphemy. Their mentality is that Tony should punish the sinner. However, Tony knows that he is not a real priest, so he refuses to penalize Florence. As a result, he is ostracized.
	Finally, Narciso is neglected by society because they think of him as the town drunk. People do not want to accept him or get to know who he truly is because all they see is his appearance and superficial behavior. He has a reputation for getting drunk, but little do people know that his wife died when he was young. Moreover, they do not care. However, Narciso is actually a sacrificial, honorable, and loving young man. He risked his life to warn Ultima of the imminent danger. He is loyal and faithful to his friends. He is a loving and wonderful person. Nevertheless, all the townspeople see is his drunken behavior, and they refuse to listen, believe, or associate themselves with him. Because people do not know him or understand his troubles, they judge him and ostracize him. They are unfamiliar with his problems, so they reject him instead.

Memorable Quotes:

1. “It is God who has sinned against me.”

2. “Most of the things we call evil are not evil at all; it is just that we don’t understand those things and so we call them evil.”

3. “Sometimes it takes a lifetime to acquire understanding, because in the end understanding simply means having a sympathy for people.”

4. “Bless Me, Ultima.”

Distinctive Characteristics of the Work:

1. It has a unique plot structure that intertwines with the four seasons. 

2. There is a magical and supernatural element to the work.

3. Good and evil are in constant warfare until Tenorio and Ultima both die, restoring the balance of nature.

4. There are many references to the number three: 3 brothers, 3 sisters, 3 powers (church, golden carp, Ultima), 3 deaths (Lupito, Narciso, Florence).

5. Religion is mixed with culture and worldviews to shape a boy as he grows into manhood.
