After Reading Night
Extended response:  These prompts require deeper analysis and in-depth responses (2-3 paragraphs each).  Use quotations as support, and, as always, fully explain the evidence.  

1. Wiesel was given two contrasting pieces of advice about how to survive.  One was from a young Pole, a prisoner in charge of one of the prison blocks, and the other was from the head of one of the blocks at Buchenwald who spoke to Wiesel as his father lay dying.  Summarize these two philosophies of survival and discuss the wisdom of each.  

2. Wiesel wrote of those things he will never forget (p. 32).  After reading Night, what images, ideas, and feelings do you think you’ll never forget?  Be specific and include blended quotations and analysis to help the reader understand why these images were so powerful.

3.  In discussing the Holocaust, one survivor, Luba Frederick, said, “To die was easy.”  Based on the reading you have done, explain her statement.  Be sure to elaborate with details (and blended quotations) from the story.

4. Select a recurring word, phrase, motif, or symbol from Night.  For example, the word night is used frequently throughout the book (as is the motif of eyes).  Analyze the word/phrase/symbol and explain the images it evokes; include blended quotations.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Essay: Choose one of the following prompts to write a well-developed essay.  Be sure to have a clear, definitive thesis statement that fully responds to the prompt and include appropriate and accurate references to the text (quotations with parenthetical citation) as support; as always, include thoughtful and meaningful analysis and always stay focused on proving your thesis.  
1. Faith:  Compare the narrator’s struggles with faith to the religious struggles other characters have.  What issues are they struggling with?  What conclusions do they come to?  What message about God and spirituality do you think Elie Wiesel is trying to send?
2. Fathers and Sons: Compare the narrator’s relationship with his father to other father/son relationships in the book.  How do the relationships develop?  What are the positive and negative aspects of these relationships?  What role do the father/son relationships play in the characters’ chances of survival (physical and/or emotional)?
3. Resistance:  Compare the various types of resistance that occur throughout the book.  Consider internal and external, organized and personal resistance.  What are the benefits/ punishments?  What about apathy—what examples of apathy are visible in the book and what are the results? How necessary is resistance or apathy in the characters’ experiences? 
Note: NONE of the above prompts asks for a summary of the novel.  Do NOT write a novel summary – write a critical essay that responds to the prompt as asked.
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