U.S. HISTORY FALL SEMESTER 2012-13
FINAL EXAM REVIEW SHEET

SECTION 1: BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR 

1. What does the phrase “no taxation without representation” really mean?

2. What is “the Social Contract?”  What philosopher promoted this idea?

3. What did the Articles of Confederation do well?  What did it do poorly?

4. Which groups supported the passage of the Constitution and which did not? (Rural or urban? Farmers or merchants? North or south?)

5. After England, what two countries supplied the most immigrants to America before the Civil War?

6. What ideas of Montesquieu’s were eventually used in the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence? 

7. The U.S. was split between North and South long before the Civil War.  What issues caused this split?  In other words, how were the North and the South different? (Hint:  There were lots of differences, so look thoroughly.)

8. What was the Great Awakening?  What was the 2nd Great Awakening?  Why were they important?

9. Who was Eli Whitney?

10. Who was Francis Cabot Lowell?

11. Why didn’t the South industrialize until after the Civil War?

SECTION 2: RECONSTRUCTION 

1. What was sharecropping?

2. What was the Dred Scott decision?

3. What happened to slaves (freedmen) after the Civil War—politically, economically, socially?  Did their lives improve?  Why or why not? 

4. How did Lincoln ensure that the Border States remained in the Union during the Civil War?

5. What were the benefits of the Emancipation Proclamation for the Union?

6. What Constitutional amendments were added during the Civil War?

7. What happened to black voting rights when Reconstruction ended?

8. Who was Frederick Douglass?

9. List the important sections of the Missouri Compromise.

10. List the important sections of the Compromise of 1850.

11. What was the Harper’s Ferry Revolt?

12. Why did the North blockade the South during the Civil War?

13. What is sharecropping?

14. What was Radical Reconstruction?

15. What are poll taxes?  Literacy tests?  How were they used after the Civil War?

SECTION 3: PROGRESSIVE ERA

1. What was the “Gospel of Wealth?”

2. Why were the urban political machines able to survive and prosper for so long?  (Think of both the good and bad things they did and who supported them.)

3. What was Social Darwinism?  Who believed in it?

4. What does laissez-faire mean?

5. What are vertical and horizontal integration?

6. How were Populists and Progressives alike? Different?

7. Why was Muller vs. Oregon an important case?

8. Where did most immigrants come from in the late 19th and early 20th century?  Where did they settle?

9. What were some major pieces of Progressive legislation?

10. What constitutional amendments did the Progressives adopt?

11. What was the book “The Jungle” about?

12. What was “muckracking?”  Who were the “muckrakers?”

13. Were Progressives racists?  Why?

14. Who was Alfred Thayer Mahan?  What did he believe?

15. Who was the Philippine nationalist who fought against the U.S.?

16. What was the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine?

17. What role did the U.S. play in the creation of Panama?

18. What caused the Spanish-American war?

19. Why did America want an overseas empire?

20. What was Woodrow Wilson’s style of diplomacy called?

21. What was the Open Door Policy?

22. What was Yellow Journalism?

23. What were Jim Crow laws?

24. What was the difference between the beliefs of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois?

25. Why did some Americans support the need for colonies?

26. Names to know: Tammany Hall, W.E.B. DuBois, Andrew Carnegie, Ida Tarbell, Eugene Debs, John D. Rockefeller.

27. How did Roosevelt and Wilson’s anti-trust policies differ?

SECTION 4: WORLD WAR I

1. What was the proximate cause of WWI?

2. What were the long-term M.A.I.N. causes of WWI?

3. What countries were members of the Triple Entente?

4. What countries were members of the Central Powers?

5. Why did American get involved in WWI?

6. What was the Zimmerman telegram/note?

7. Why did WWI spread so quickly?

8. Why was WWI called “The Great War?”

9. Did African-Americans fight in WWI?  Why?

10. How did America help the Allies win the war?

11. How did life for blacks and women change back in the U.S. during the war?

12. What were the most important parts of Wilson’s 14 pts?

13. Why did the Treaty of Versailles fail?

14. What countries negotiated the Treaty of Versailles?

15. Why/how were Americans disillusioned by WWI?

16. On what front did the U.S. fight during WWI?

SECTION 5: THE 1920S


1. What were the beliefs of the KKK during this time?

2. What was the Red Scare?

3. What were the Palmer Raids?

4. What formula was used in 1921 and 1924 to decide who was allowed to enter the U.S.?

5. What was the NAACP and what did/do they do?

6. What was the ACLU and what did/do they do?

7. What was the Anti-Defamation League and what did/do they do?

8. What were the economic/social/cultural impacts of the automobile?

9. What was the Scopes Trial?

10. After the Immigration Act of 1921 was passed, what happened to the number of immigrants entering the U.S.?

11. What was prohibition?

12. What was the Harlem Renaissance?

13. What was "normalcy"?

14. What was the Teapot Dome scandal?

15. What was the Dawes Plan?  Did it work?

16. Who was Charles Lindbergh?

17. A particular kind of job at large companies first became available during the 1920s.  What was this job?

18. What was welfare capitalism?  How did it affect unions?

19. Was their more or less advertising during the 1920s?  Why?

20. What was the Kellogg-Briand Pact?

