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Fyodor Dostoyevsky was a devout Christian. Starting with a certain period in his life, he lived and breathed by the Bible. With this being said, he did not live and breathe by the organized church. In “The Grand Inquisitor,” Dostoyevsky does not hesitate to juxtapose Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church, thereby exposing the hypocrisy of what the Church of Jesus Christ manifested into. In the text, the Church is characterized as overbearing, vicious, and somewhat totalitarian. The author is trying to argue through his story that the teachings of Jesus and the mentality of the Church are not the same, and that the Church is not the gatekeeper to heaven.


In “The Grand Inquisitor,” Jesus is portrayed, in his second coming, as loving, silent, and a nearly pure representation of good in the world. “The people are irresistibly drawn to Him, they surround Him, they flock about Him, follow Him” (Dostoyevsky 258). The character of Jesus does not need to go about gloating, but instead just walks around and everyone instinctively adores him. He does not have any agenda or power thirst, only a desire to make the world a better place. “He holds out His hands to them, blesses them, and a healing virtue comes from contact with Him…” (Dostoyevsky 258). Christ is a kind, loving, human being with no malicious intention inside of him. Dostoyevsky devoted himself to this side of the religion; the compassionate, caring, and what he believed to be pure part of it.


When the Grand Inquisitor comes into the scene, there is immediately a clear contrast between him and Jesus. His eyes “gleam with a sinister fire” (Dostoyevsky 259). The fact that the “holy Guard” enslaved the person that they represent is incredibly ironic to begin with, but the Grand Inquisitor swearing to burn his savior at the stake not only takes the irony and juxtaposition to a new level, but also clearly demonstrates the point that Dostoyevsky is trying to make, which is that the virtues of tolerance and acceptance demonstrated in Jesus’ teaching are not reflected in the doings of the Church.


Throughout the text, it is clear that Dostoyevsky is trying to demonstrate the hypocrisy of the church. The reality of the matter is that, regardless of the time period, Jesus’ second coming would receive a great amount of resistance. There is always a fight for control in our world, and He would only disrupt the flow of its governing bodies. Dostoyevsky, an openly devout Christian, clearly did not appreciate the way that the Church was handling and abusing the teachings of Jesus Christ, and that is why he characterizes the Church as overbearing, vicious, and somewhat totalitarian. We can infer this from the characterization of Ivan and the parable that he tells in the story. Throughout “The Grand Inquisitor,” he is trying to prove that the teachings of Jesus and the mentality of the organized church are very different, and that Jesus Christ, not the Catholic Church or the Grand Inquisitor, is the true gatekeeper to heaven.

