Essay writing charts
	Identification Chart

	WHO

Who is involved?

	WHAT

What are the major facts?

	WHEN

Within what sequence of events does this occur?

	Where

In what locale does this take place?

	WHY

Why is this significant?


	Introduction

	A. Background, time/place setting, and explanation of the topic

B. Thesis statement

C. Categories or main ideas in support of the thesis

	Body

(each paragraph)

	A. Good topic/transition opening sentence(s)

B. Transitional words or phrases between sentences

C. Main idea supportive of the thesis

D. Specific details supportive of the main idea

	Conclusion

	A. Restatement of the thesis

B. Summary of major ideas supportive to the thesis

C. Closing sentences explaining the significance


