The Causes of the French Revolution 

Document Packet

Introduction: The French Revolution is seen by historians as one of the great events in European History that separates old Europe from a much more modern European society. In some ways, France becomes the first modern society in Europe. In this activity we turn our attention to the causes of the conflict. We will build on our textbook reading and look at some primary sources that will help up to reinforce our knowledge of what was happening in France just before the revolt occurred.

Directions: Use the documents and your mind to answer the questions that follow. 

1. Chronique de la regence et du regne de Louis XV ou journal de Barbier, vol. 1. (Doc. 1)


a. Why did the people riot against the baker? 


b. How did the government regulate bread and flour?


c. The document refers to “Money has been devalued by one third this year…” What is the effect on prices when money 


loses its value?


d. What are factions and why did the workers of Paris begin to organize them? 


e. Is there any product that you can think of in the U.S. today where if the price went way up the population would riot 


or rebel? 

2. Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot’s letter to the French King, 1774. 

Note: Turgot was the financial minister of France, the most important advisor to the king on financial matters in France.


a. What suggestions did Turgot give to the king at the beginning? (List all three of them.)


b. Why did he urge the king not to take out any new loans? 


c. What were his recommendations for government cost cutting? In other words, what did he propose each “department” of the 


government do? 


d. Summarize the last paragraph in your own words.

HOMEWORK: As you may or may not know, California is facing a terrible economic crisis today. As there is a race for governor in California, both candidates are addressing this fiscal dilemma. Research the campaign of Meg Whitman and Jerry Brown and find out: 

What is each of their ideas on cutting government spending in California due to the financial emergency this state is facing?


1. Jerry Brown:  http://www.jerrybrown.org/get-california%E2%80%99s-government-working-again

use this link and go to bottom until you find the “detailed plan.” Review this in terms of spending/budget.


2. Meg Whitman: http://www.megwhitman.com/

Go to “Cut Spending” tab. Review


3. How would Turgot feel about their ideas based on what you have seen in his letter?
3. Letters of Arthur Young (Document 3)

Arthur Young was an English traveler through France in 1787 (2 years before the beginning of the French Revolution). His letters have proven to be invaluable-very important-to historians trying to understand France on the eve of the revolution. His observations were proven to be extremely accurate in the coming crisis in France.


a. Why was the feeling of the “whole company” that France was about to enter some “great revolution” of the government?


b. In what ways did the American Revolution pave the way (lay the foundation) for a revolt in France? 


c. Does Arthur Young believe that the revolution will lead to something better in France? 


d. Briefly explain why the people of Bretange and then Nantes are rioting against the government.

