Argumentative Paragraph Prompt
In chapter thirteen of East of Eden Steinbeck asserts the following: “Our species is the only creative species, and it has only one creative instrument, the individual mind and spirit of a man. Nothing was ever created by two men. There are no good collaborations, whether in music, in art, in poetry, in mathematics, in philosophy. Once the miracle of creation has taken place, the group can build and extend it, but the group never invents anything. The preciousness lies in the lonely mind of a man” (171). 
Write a paragraph in which you support, refute or qualify this statement. Support your position with evidence from your reading, observation and/or experience.
****Your paragraph should include the following:

· A strong thesis with a clear position on the issue

· A clear, insightful discussion of the issue with relevant evidence and examples to support your position

· A concluding sentence which shows why your position matters and links it to society as a whole

· Strong, precise diction, including high-level verbs

· Varied sentence structure

· Correct grammar, punctuation, capitalization and usage

Due Date: 10/1/12 (Rough Draft)
