An Incomplete List of Outside Reading Choices for AP English (numbers in parentheses indicate the years during which ETS suggested the novel for the “open” question) Books without parentheses have not been included on past tests—they do, however, represent works of “literary merit” as recognized by ETS and The College Board.
Every effort has been made to suggest books falling into the category of “Contemporary/Modern World Fiction”. (some books—such as “The Divine Comedy” veer wildly from this criteria.) Use the list to expand the geographical territory you have covered in your literary journeys.
Atonement by Ian McEwan (07)

The Centaur by John Updike (81)
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier (06, 08

Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton (85, 87, 91, 95, 96, 07, 09)

The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri (06)

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy (10)

The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai (10)

In the Lake of the Woods by Tim O'Brien (00)

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami (08)

The Loved One by Evelyn Waugh (89)

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert (80, 85, 04, 05, 06, 09, 10) Lydia Davis translation

Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf (94, 97, 04, 05, 07)

The Hours Michael Cunningham

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (09, 10)

Native Speaker by Chang-Rae Lee (99, 03, 05, 07, 08)

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (09, 10)

Onitsha Le Clezio

Pnin by Vladimir Nabokov (97)
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver (10)
The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro (00, 03)

Riven Rock T.C. Boyle

A Room with a View by E. M. Forster (03)

Pale Fire by Vladimir Nabokov (01)

Snow by Orhan Pamuk (09)

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson (00, 10)

Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (82, 91, 03, 06, 07)

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zorah Neale Hurston (88, 90, 91, 96, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 10)

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (91, 97, 03, 09, 10)

The Turn of the Screw by Henry James

A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley (06)

The Wind Up Bird Chronicle Haruki Murakami
Where Angels Fear to Tread (1905) E. M. Forster
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (89, 92, 05, 07, 08)
The World According to Garp John Irving
