Macbeth Act 3 Questions

Scene 1

1. In his soliloquy, what suspicion and hope does Banquo reveal?

2. Macbeth seems to be very interested in Banquo’s travel plans. Why do you think he is so interested?

3. The speech “To be thus is nothing…” is another one that is often quoted from the play. What does this line mean?

4. What is there in Banquo’s character that makes Macbeth uneasy? What is it about the witches’ prophecies in relation to Banquo that is so upsetting for Macbeth?

5. Who comes to see Macbeth after Banquo has left, and what does Macbeth ask them to do? How does he motivate them?

Scene 2

6. What is the meaning of Macbeth’s opening speech in this scene?

7. What is his state of mind in this scene?

8. On the other hand, how is his resolve and ambition shown to be even stronger here?

9. How does Lady Macbeth feel about killing Duncan in scene 2? What secret does Macbeth keep from Lady Macbeth?

Scene 3

10. What happens in the ambush? Why is this bad for Macbeth?

Scene 4

1. Who has gathered, where and why in Scene 4?

2. One characteristic of Shakespeare’s style is his play on words. How is this technique demonstrated in the murderer’s reply that Banquo is “safe” now?
3. Upon returning to the banquet table, what does Macbeth see and how doe he respond? How do the others respond?

4. What person does Macbet say he wishes were at the feast, and why is this ironic?

5. How does Lady Macbeth cover for Macbet and what does she instruct the guests to do?

6. What does Lady Macbeth say to Macbeth?

7. What does Macbeth say to the ghost each time?

8. Why does Macbeth mention Macduff’s name?

9. Who does Macbeth resolve to visit toward the end of Scene 4?
Scene 5

10. Who is Hecate and why is she angry?

11. What is her plan for Macbeth?

12. What does Hecate say is mortals’ main enemy? How is this true about Macbeth?
