Name__________________pd________
	

JEREMIAD
DEFINITION: A jeremiad is a long literary work, usually in prose, but sometimes in poetry, in which the author bitterly laments (grieves over) the state of society and its morals in a serious tone of sustained (continuous) criticism, and always contains a prophecy of society's imminent downfall.

HISTORY: The word is an eponym, named after the Biblical prophet Jeremiah, and comes from Biblical works attributed to him, such as the Book of Jeremiah that prophesies the coming downfall of the Kingdom of Judah, and asserts that this is because its rulers have broken the covenant with the Lord.

CONNECT TO LITERATURE: Generally, the term jeremiad is applied to moralistic texts that denounce a society for its wickedness, and prophesy its downfall. The jeremiad was a favorite literary device of the Puritans especially in sermons like “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards.

Extending that tradition in a reflective vein is the autobiographical work of freed slave Olaudah Equiano, who lamented the moral corruption that slavery wrought on America.


Jeremiad & Rhetorical Appeals
After reading “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” on p. 97, use your knowledge of rhetorical appeals (ETHOS, PATHOS, LOGOS) to determine which appeal(s) Edwards is using in each quote. List at least one appeal for each quote, and explain why this appeal is relevant for this excerpt.

1. “…but look at other things, as good state of your bodily constitution, your care of your own life, and the means you use for your own preservation. But indeed these things are nothing; if God should withdraw his hand, they would avail no more to keep you from falling, than the thin air to hold up a person that is suspended in it” (Edwards 97).
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “[God] is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his sight; you are ten thousand times so abominable in his eyes, as the most hateful and venomous serpent is in ours” (Edwards 98).
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  “[many people are] filled with love to Him that has loved them and washed them from their sins in His own blood, and rejoicing in hope of the Glory of God. How awful is it to be left behind at such a day! To see so many others feasting, while you are pining and perishing!” (Edwards 99).
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Choose one quote from Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in the hands of an Angry God” and explain how they show this sermon to be jeremiad according to the information at the top of this page? Be sure to use proper parenthetical citation for the quote.
Quote: _________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation: ____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

On your own, read “Speech to the Second Virginia Convention” on p. 116 and identify which rhetorical appeals are used in this speech.
5. “Mr. President: No man thinks more highly than I do of patriotism, as well as abilities of the very worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the house…I hope it will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, if, entertaining, as I do, opinions of character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments freely and without reserve.” (Henry 116)

Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  “I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array if its purpose be not to force us to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible motives for it? Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none.” (Henry 117)
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  “There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations; and who will raise friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave…There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged!” (Henry 118)
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In this speech, find one quote that uses a rhetorical appeal (Pathos, Logos, or Ethos). Record the quote, the appeal that it addresses, and explain.

Quote: _________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In “Sinners in the Hands of an angry God,” what is the most prominent rhetorical appeal? What is the most prominent appeal in “Speech to the Second Virginia Convention”?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
A more modern reference to persuasion: In George Bush’s address to the nation Sept 20, 2011, he uses rhetoric to gain the support of the American People: 
“Great harm has been done to us. We have suffered great loss. And in our grief and anger we have found our mission and our moment. Freedom and dear are at war. The advance of human freedom- the great achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time – now depends on us. Our nation – this generation- will live a dark threat of violence from our people and our future We will rally the world to our cause by our efforts, by our courage, We will not tire; we will not falter , and we will not fail.” 
10. What rhetorical approach(s) is he using in this speech? Why
Appeal: ______________Explanation: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
