Practice Integrating Quotations and Adding Commentary
Use the quotations on this page to practice your skills at integrating quotations and adding appropriate commentary.  Note that you do NOT have to use the entire quotation; you can use ellipses (…) to eliminate words that you don’t think are important to the point you want to make.  Make sure that all of your sentences are complete, punctuate properly, and include correct parenthetical citations.

Example -- Integrate the following quotation and add appropriate commentary: “And in examining 1,400 males and females in four jurisdictions, researchers concluded that age and intelligence – not gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic factors or even prior run-ins with the law – were the most significant factors in determining a youth’s ability to understand the judicial process” (Krikorkian 3).  

My Integrated Quotation and Commentary: Researchers have studied the competence of young people and their ability understand the process of a trial, and one of the most surprising conclusions they reached is that “age and intelligence – not gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic factors or even prior run-ins with the law – [are] the most significant factors in determining a youth’s ability to understand the judicial process” (Krikorkian 3).  This means that a child under age sixteen lacks the maturity and reasoning abilities to defend himself.   It raises serious questions about the ethics of trying children (some as young as ten or eleven) as adults.  
Your turn!

1. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “Crimes committed by teenagers are often particularly brutal, attracting publicity and fierce prosecutions” (Liptak 5).
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2. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “It’s a glaring inconsistency that’s getting more glaring by the hour as children as young as twelve and thirteen are being charged as adults in America’s courts” (Lundstrom 6).
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3. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “In terms of cognitive development, as research on the human brain has shown, Brazill – and any other young teen – is far from adulthood” (Thompson 3).

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Now that you’ve practiced, make sure that you use these same skills when you write your essay!

