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Sacrifice 

In Macbeth by William Shakespeare, Shakespeare demonstrates how at times sacrifices are required to fulfill a cause that one believes in, however, these sacrifices may not necessarily be for a greater good. 
In the beginning of the play Macbeth is portrayed as a respected Thane and warrior. It is because this respect that Macbeth is eventually promoted from Thane of Cawdor to king. However, once Macbeth receives this taste of power, he begins to turn on the people that once admired him. He sacrifices the good that was once attached to his name simply to satisfy his powerful ambition. He no longer cares for the past accolades given to him, and instead becomes a tyrannical and heartless ruler, unwilling to let anything get in the way of his position as king. Macbeth blatantly forfeits his former honorable image and becomes a shadow of the man he once was. 
Through this changing personality Macbeth not only loses connection with his country's people, but also his own wife, Lady Macbeth. Initially, it is clear that Macbeth regards his wife as an equal. However, after becoming king, he begins to distance himself from her. When Lady Macbeth falls ill, he simply tells the doctor to give her medicine as he is more concerned with his preservation of power. By choosing his kingship over his own wife further demonstrates Macbeth's egotism. He no longer views his wife as worth his time and concern. This break in their relationship, to Macbeth, is a sacrifice he feels he must make as his position as a ruler is the only thing he is focused on. 
Although Macbeth sacrifices for his own selfish reasons, Macduff, on the other hand, sacrifices for the good of his countrymen. Macduff also chooses to sacrifice his family by leaving them unguarded in Scotland as he goes to England to convince Malcom to reclaim the throne. This act of sacrifice, however, is not selfish, but rather done for the salvation of something bigger. Macduff takes the risk of leaving those he loves at the mercy of his enemies because he believes in the cause he is pursuing. He, therefore, ultimately understands that the loss of his family is a consequence he must accept for the well being of his nation. 
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