On-Demand Response to “Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen
Directions: Choose one of the five claims below. Begin your response with this claim and then write a rich paragraph in which you discuss the claim and support it with at least two pieces of thoughtfully analyzed evidence.

· Do not use more than three pieces of evidence.

· Write on only one side of the page of paper. Use pen.

· Write your name only on the rubric and test sheet—not on the written response itself.

· Review the rubric so you will understand how you will be graded.

Remember: 

· the three periods in a row are called an ellipsis

· the chunks that a poem are broken into are called stanzas

· the voice telling the reader the story of the poem is the speaker

· the person who wrote the poem is called the poet
· the – is called an M-dash and is used for emphasis

· a colon is followed by a list or a definition/explanation
Claims:

1. Owen uses the vivid and painful image of a fresh corpse to persuade the reader that there is nothing sweet about death in war. (answers the question, “how?”; focuses on imagery)
2. Owen deliberately uses the word “children” to refer to the young men who enlist to argue that they are both too naïve and vulnerable to understand exactly what they have chosen. (answers the question, “how?”; focuses on diction)
3. Owen deliberately disrupts the narrative frame in stanza two, so that the reader will understand that the suffering he witnesses haunts him in the present. (answers the question, “why?”; focuses on narrative)
4. In the second stanza, Owen uses an ellipsis to signal that the speaker feels powerless, because he can do nothing to help the soldier who dies during a gas attack. (answers the question, “why?”; focuses on punctuation)
5. In the second stanza, Owen uses series of phrases and gerunds linked by commas to convey to the reader that the speaker is haunted by his memory of this soldier’s death. (answers the question, “how?”; focuses on punctuation)
to haunt: to cause somebody unease, worry, or regret by continual presence or recurrence in his or her life
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	An “A” Response
	
The writer makes a reasonable claim.

The writer discusses this claim so that the reader understands the argument completely.
The writer provides context for the evidence.

The writer restates the most important parts of the evidence that he uses as direct textual evidence.

The writer focuses in on a key word and discusses how that word creates meaning.

The writer has carefully edited the piece: there are no spelling mistakes; the writer has not used “you,” the writer’s sentences make sense.

The writer has thoroughly supported the claim with two pieces of evidence from the text that are richly discussed and thoroughly analyzed.


	An “C” Response
	The writer makes a reasonable claim.

The writer discusses this claim in a general or superficial way.
The writer provides little or no context for the passages.

The writer restates some parts of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language which Owen uses.

The writer did not edit carefully.

The writer has attempted to support that claim with two pieces of evidence, but this evidence is not adequately discussed. 


	An “F” Response
	The writer makes a reasonable claim.

The writer does not discuss this claim.

The writer provides no context for the passages.

The writer does not understand the content of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language.

The writer does not understand what it means to edit a piece.

The writer has not effectively supported the claim with evidence.



