  Honors Freshmen Theology

Syllabus for: Mrs.  Kathleen Reilly
School phone number: 445-2900

Email – reillyk@mcgill-toolen.org
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to challenge students to understand and appreciate Sacred Scripture.  Through their study of the bible, students will encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ.  In this course, students will learn about the bible authored by God through inspiration and its value to people throughout the world.  In the course they will be taught how to read the bible and will become familiar with the major sections of the bible as well as the books themselves.  The students will pay particular attention to the Gospels where they will come to know Jesus in a more personal way.  

Textbook(s) Faith and Revelation – Knowing God Through Sacred Scripture
The New American Bible

Supplemental Reading: John Paul the Great – His Five Loves and the YOUCAT -Students will be assigned extra readings from these books but the books will be provided by the teacher.  

A classroom set of each of these books is provided.

Class Materials Required: Bible, notebook, pen, paper and folder should be brought to class daily.  You will be informed when you should bring your textbook to class.  Every student needs to bring a red pen to class. 
School Grading System: refer to Student Handbook

Class Grading Procedures: The course will be based on a cumulative point system.  These points will come from tests, assignments, extra credit, quizzes, worksheets, homework and projects.  It is very important that you do your best at all times.

Teacher Specifics: I have very high expectations for my students.  I expect all students to work hard each and everyday.  You will learn a lot about the Catholic Church as well as yourself.  The more you participate the more you will get out of the class.  I expect students to be prepared every single day with supplies, books and a great attitude.  Religious activities such as class masses, the rosary, stations of the cross and the Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place during this class.  I expect all students to be very respectful and participate in these wonderful opportunities to express your faith.  I highly encourage you to go to Mass as often as you can.  There is morning Mass available each day at St. Mary's Church across the street from McGill.  Participate in the sacraments Christ has given us and you will be able to do things that you never thought possible.  We all need God's grace and the best way to get it is through the sacraments. 

Course Outline (tentative): First and Second Quarter                                                    

The Mass

Introduction to the Course

Natural Revelation/ Reason /Faith

Divine Revelation

Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition

The Old Testament

The New Testament

Review for Semester Exam

The second semester will concentrate on the Blessed Trinity

School Procedures for Make-Up/Excused absences: refer to Student Handbook.
 Classroom Rules: This is a theology class.  Please remember how blessed we are to be able to speak, learn and read about God.  We are all given different gifts and talents by God: therefore everyone's opinion is important.  Disrespect in any form will not be tolerated.  Each day every student should have a bible on their desk before the bell rings.  Our prayer each day will come from scripture and students will be asked to read.  Please remember that the Bible should be respected by each student as the Word of God.  No one should ever write on the bible.  Personal intentions may be offered each day during prayer.  The assignments for the week will be posted on the board.  Please check the board each day for homework, quizzes or tests.  Work done in pencil will not be accepted only blue or black ink will be accepted for written work.  The fire and tornado drill procedures will be posted in the room.  Please familiarize yourself with these. No cell phones are allowed in my class.  Please make sure they are on silent and out of sight or they will be taken to the office.  
This course is for you and I really want you to enjoy learning about the Catholic faith.  If I can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to ask.
WELCOME TO YOUR FRESHMAN YEAR IN THEOLOGY
Please have your parents sign this syllabus.  This will be your first grade for the quarter.

Signature: _______________________________________
