English 3-4 Accelerated: Metaphysical Poetry Socratic Seminar

Set-up:
The desks are in two concentric circles; half the class sits in the inner circle and half sits in the outer circle. One or two seats in the inner circle are left open as “HOT SEATS.”

Instructions:

· Each student needs a pen and a 2 pieces of paper. Write your name on both of them. Turn one into me. Add the name of your partner to the other one, and add either “Inner Circle” or “Outer Circle” depending on where you are sitting.

· Inner circle students discuss the questions/issues presented and use their paper to take notes on what to say as a counter or supporting argument.

· Outer circle students take notes on what their “partner” in front of them says (outer circle students do not speak).

· Half-way through the discussion, the two groups switch places. The papers stay where they are. Please write both your names on both pieces of paper and turn these in at the end of the discussion. 

Discussion Etiquette:

Be prepared. 

Think before speaking.

One person speaks at a time—no interrupting. 

The person in the “hot seat” gets priority, but then must vacate the hot seat.

No personal “dissing,” and keep it clean.

Paraphrase what others say and build on their comments.

Speak loudly and clearly.

Cite specific evidence and reasons for your views.

Respectfully disagree.

Support one another.

Stay on topic.

Don’t monopolize the discussion.

Avoid over-saying “like,” “and stuff,” “you know what I mean,” etc. 

No side conversations.

Invite those who are participating less.

Preparation:

In addition to further discussing any questions raised during our class about the poems ew read by John Donne, prepare thoughtful, detailed, and well-supported answers to the following prompts/questions:
1. Discuss Donne’s view of love. How does his view compare to that of the Elizabethan poets? How does his depiction of love in “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,” for example, compare with Shakespeare’s depiction of love in “Sonnet 116”?
2. Evaluate Donne’s position on death. Do you think the level of interest in death is as great in today’s society?
3. Discuss Donne’s view of humanity. Do you agree with this viewpoint?

Grading: 

· Written preparation: 




____/15 points

· Etiquette/professionalism:




____/10 points
· Discussion participation




____/20 points

Total: _____ /45 points

