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Lesson Three:  Point of View
 
 
 
Review Questions
1.  What should you do as you read the DBQ prompt?

 

2.  What five elements make up a DBQ body paragraph?  

 

3.  What are the three requirements for writing a DBQ document reference statement?

 

Point of View
Writing a DBQ requires that you be able to analyze and interpret documents in several ways.  So far, we have learned how to write document references that summarize the information presented in a document.  Additionally, you will need to analyze the documents by grouping them (we will discuss this in our next lesson), add outside information that enhances your analysis of the documents (this is in a later lesson too), and interpret the points of view of the sources of the documents.  

 
What is Point of View?  (aka PoV)  

Point of view statements require that you consider the factors that would have led the source of a document to say what they said.  It’s kind of like historical psychology.  

 

ACORNPEG
You can use the acronym ‘ACORNPEG’ to help you consider various aspects of a historical source that could affect Point of View.  Remember that people tend to support issues that will bring advantages to groups with ​whom they are affiliated, and may dismiss ideas that would put them at a disadvantage. 

 

Audience  


Political Affiliation

Class 



Education

Occupation 

Gender

Religion

Nationality

Examples of Good PoV Statements
 

Because this excerpt was written in Dickinson’s private journal, it can be considered representative of her true feelings regarding the feud.
 
As a professional carpenter, Cooper would have been motivated to support laws controlling the price of lumber, as such laws would positively affect his income.  
 
Naturally Wollstonecraft, who wrote about the needs for increased education for females, would pledge her support to a school for young women.  
 
Le Fevre’s status as a French nobleman may have affected his opinion regarding the forced labor of the peasantry, as noblemen were the beneficiaries of this free labor.  
 
Examples of Weak PoV Statements
 
Joan of Arc was French.  
 
Problem:  the statement does not explain how being French may have affected Joan of Arc’s PoV.  

 

The priest who wrote this statement was biased.
 
Problem:  the statement does not explain why the priest was biased.  NEVER simply say that a source was biased, because all historical sources are biased; explain in what way the source is biased and how or why the source became biased.

 

Since Pepys was writing in his personal diary, he was telling the truth.  
 
Problem:  no historical (or contemporary) figure can tell ‘the truth’ because all people are biased by their own personal affiliations.  A person writing in a diary can only express his/her own true feelings, or what he/she perceived as the truth.    

 
Other Info Regarding PoV
There are some sources that do not lend themselves to PoV statements.  In a DBQ, you will need to reference 7-12 documents, and you will only need to write PoV statements for 3-6 of them.  When you are writing a DBQ, be sure to write PoV statements only for the documents for which you can write a strong PoV statement.  

 

Also remember that it is practically impossible to write good PoV statements for most charts, graphs, and maps.  Don’t even bother trying to write PoV for those.  You MAY be able to write a PoV statement for ​paintings and drawings, depending on the information that is given to you in the DBQ about the artist.  

 
Practice Part I  Use ACORNPEG to consider how PoV may affect the following statements from contemporary people.  

 

Source:   Irina Dunn, paper written for Women’s Studies course at University of Sydney
 
A woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle.    
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 

Source:   Billy Bob Sparks, high school dropout and owner of a successful motorcycle shop, private letter to his son
 
I ain’t never needed to use no algebra, science, or English grammar to live my life and earn a living.   Boy, what you need to do is find a job and work hard.  Experience is the best teacher.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Source:  Senator Melinda Throstlebottom, Texas Republican, speech made at the Republican Citizens’ Meeting
 
President Obama has ruined the economy of this country by implementing a socialist medical system.  Clearly he is a communist.
 
 
 
 

​3.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Source:  Josh Compton, seventeen-year-old Texan, comment to a friend overheard in reference to the menu at a restaurant in South America
 
Look at this junk:  tongue?  Intestine soup?  NO WAY.  Give me a Big Mac and some fries any day over this stuff.  Gross.
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Source:  Father Murray Gemstone, Catholic priest, published letter to the Pope
 
I see no reason why Catholic priests should not be allowed to marry.  Protestant preachers are often married and have no trouble carrying out their occupational duties.  Marriage would provide clergymen with a Godly outlet for certain natural inclinations.  As stated in 1 Corinthians 7:9:  “But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.”  However, I will continue to follow the laws set forth by the Vatican, as you are God’s representative on Earth and know more than a humble priest such as I.
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 
Source:   Jennifer Tinajer, high school student, private diary entry
 
Bobby Cummerbund is SO FINE.  I don’t know why he goes out with that hag Bridget Murchison.  She is really ugly.  Also I heard she has a toenail fungus.  I wouldn’t be surprised.  Dirty bimbo. 
​ 

 

 

 

 

6.  Which factors may have affected PoV?       A    C    O    R    N    P    E    G

 

How so?  ________________________________________________________________________________

 
Practice Part II  Evaluate the following PoV statements.  If the statement is invalid, explain why and rewrite it correctly.  The documents are taken from a DBQ with the following prompt:  Analyze attitudes toward and responses to ‘the poor’ in Europe between the years 1450 and 1700.

Source:  town council resolution, Dijon, France, 1482
 
In order to care for the poor begging creatures and the poor children who go shrieking at night throughout the city, we will rent at the city’s cost a barn or other place to put them for the night and care for them as well as possible.
 
PoV statement:  It is important to consider that this resolution was made by a town council, which may have been more concerned with keeping the town quiet and peaceful at night for its residents than with the welfare of the apparently noisy homeless people.  
 
7.   Is this a valid PoV statement?         yes         no (explain why not):  ________________________

 

If no, rewrite the statement correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

​Source: Emperor Charles V, imperial decree for the Netherlands, 1531
 
Experience shows that if begging for alms (charity) is permitted to everyone indiscriminately, many errors and abuses will result, for they will fall into idleness, which is the beginning of all evils.  They and their children will abandon their trade or occupation for a wicked and contemptible life and condemn their daughters to poverty, unhappiness, and all manner of wickedness, and vice.  Above all, those who are poor and sick, and other indigents unable to earn a living, should receive food and sustenance, to the glory of God, our Savior, and according to His will.
 

 PoV statement:  Charles V’s position as emperor and his need to preserve order and enforce the laws in the Netherlands may have influenced his emphasis on the prevention of idleness and wickedness in this imperial decree.  
8.   Is this a valid PoV statement?         yes         no (explain why not):  ________________________

 

If no, rewrite the statement correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Source: Town council, meeting minutes, Rouen, France, 1542
 
Those who are unwilling to work should indeed be expelled from the city, but those who are simply unable to find work should not be treated thus.  Instead, they should be put to work on sites in the city in exchange for food until such time as they succeed in finding work in their trades.
 
Before expelling the poor from the city we must consider whether our defensive capacity would not suffer from such a measure.  After all, it is the people, and not the judges and the councilors who will fight if the need arises.
​ 

PoV  statement:  Since this information was included in the meeting minutes of the Rouen town council, it must be true.  
 
9.   Is this a valid PoV statement?         yes         no (explain why not):  ________________________

 

If no, rewrite the statement correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Source: Poorhouse regulations, Suffolk County, England, 1588
 
Every strong rogue, at his or her first entrance into the house, shall have 12 stripes with the whip on the bare skin and every young rogue or idle loiterer shall have 6 stripes in the same manner.  All unruly and stubborn persons shall be corrected oftener and given heavier shackles, a thinner diet, and harder labor until they are brought to reasonable obedience and submission to the master of the poorhouse.
  

​PoV statement:  These regulations may have been designed to make entering the poorhouse less attractive to people who simply chose not to work due to lack of motivation, thus providing a distinction between the merely lazy and those truly in need of assistance, thus ensuring that the poorhouse did not become overwhelmed with visitors.
10.   Is this a valid PoV statement?         yes       no (explain why not):  ________________________

 

If no, rewrite the statement correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Source: Catholic priest, sermon, France, fifteenth century
 
Whoever gives a penny to the poor for God while in good health, it will be worth 240 pennies after [his or her] death.  To give a penny in sickness is worth 20 pennies.  To bequeath money after death, that is worth a leaden penny, because there is no great value in giving what one cannot hold on to.
 

PoV statement:  Naturally, the fact that this priest was French would affect his sermon. 
 
11.   Is this a valid PoV statement?         yes       no (explain why not):  ________________________

 

If no, rewrite the statement correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Practice Part III  Write document reference statements & PoV statements for each of the document excerpts below.  Refer back to Lesson 2 if you need to refresh your memory regarding document references.  
 
The documents were taken from a DBQ with the following prompt: Describe the various values and purposes of Renaissance education.  
 
 
Document A
Source:   Francesco Guicciardini, Italian Statesman and historian, Reflections, 1530
 
When I was young, I made light of good penmanship, knowing how to ride, play, dance and sing and dress well, which are things that seem more decorative than substantial in a man.  But later, I wished I had not done so.  For although it is not wise to spend too much time cultivating these arts, I have seen that they lend dignity and reputation even to men of good rank.  Skills of this sort open the way to the favor of princes, and sometimes to great profit and honors.
 

12.  Document reference statement:  _____________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

13.  Which factors may have affected PoV?     A   C   O   R   N   P   E   G

 

14.  PoV statement:  ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 
 

Document B
Source:  School Ordinances of the Wurttemberg, Germany (Protestant area), 1559
 
 
At least twice a year, each pastor should admonish his parishioners that they be diligent in sending their children to school, not only for learning the liberal arts, but also the fear of God, virtue, and discipline.  Otherwise, permanent harm must result, as children grow up without fear and knowledge of God, without discipline, learning nothing about what is needed for their salvation, nor what is useful to them in worldly life.
 
(Hint:  Protestants are supposed to be able to read the Bible and interpret it for themselves.)
 

 

15.  Document reference statement:  _____________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

16.  Which factors may have affected PoV?     A   C   O   R   N   P   E   G

 

17.  PoV statement:  ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 
Document C
Source:  Anne Higginson, letter to Lady Ferrers of Tamworth Castle, England, late sixteenth century
 
Let me recommend the gentlewoman whose school we spoke of: she teaches girls embroidery, reading, writing, and dancing; for music you must pay extra.  She has teachers for singing and playing instruments.
 
 
 18.  Document reference statement:  _____________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

19.  Which factors may have affected PoV?     A   C   O   R   N   P   E   G

 

20.  PoV statement:  ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Document D
Source:  Letter from a tradesman to the Parlement of Dijon concerning the reopening of a 
French Jesuit school, mid-seventeenth century
 
In general, it can be said that schools are useful in a civilized society, but having too many of them is always a bad thing.  The study of literature is appropriate only to a small minority of men.  Such study weakens the body and inspires contempt for all other occupations.  More farmers are needed than magistrates, more soldiers than priests, more merchants than philosophers, more hard-working bodies than dreamy and contemplative spirits.
 
 21.  Document reference statement:  _____________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

22.  Which factors may have affected PoV?     A   C   O   R   N   P   E   G

 

23.  PoV statement:  ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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