Renaissance Art in 16th Century Europe

chapter 18: Italian Mannerism (729-732)
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Characteristics of Mannerism
Most Important 
Mannerist Artists
Jacopo da Pontormo

(1494-1557)

Entombment

1525-28

oil on wood panel

Altarpiece in Capponi Chapel

Florence

What characteristics of the mannerist style can you identify or “see’ in this piece?


Francesco Mazzola  Parmigianino

(1503-1540)

Madonna with the Long Neck
1535
oil on wood panel

What characteristics of the mannerist style can you identify or “see’ in this piece?


Compare to Raphael’s 1504 The Small Cowper Madonna
Agnolo di Cosimo  Bronzino

(1503-1572)

Portait of a Young Man
1540-1545
oil on wood panel

What characteristics of the mannerist style can you identify or “see’ in this piece?

Compare to Jan van Eyck’s man in a Red Turban 1433 
maniera:


intellectually intricate subjects


highly skilled techniques


art concerned with beauty for its own sake





extraordinary virtuosity (the artist is obviously extremely skilled at his craft)�


sophisticated, elegant compositions (how the figures are arranged within the frame of the work)�


fearless manipulations or distortions of accepted formal conventions�


irrational spatial effects (the opposite of the rational space that single-point or mathematical perspective creates)�


figures that have elongated proportions (the opposite of David by Michelangelo or da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man)�


exaggerated poses enigmatic gestures and expressions (the figures seem drugged)





mannerist sculptors also exaggerated body forms and poses


preferred to work in small sizes since they preferred to use precious metals (which makes sense, right?)


liked to show off their extraordinary skill








grace was elevated as an ideal


this style began in Rome and Florence
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