Social Networking Unit Essay Pre-Writing:

The Prompt:  Social Networking is part of our lives, whether we like it or not.  Sites like Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn are not only used to stay in touch with friends, but also by companies looking to hire new employees, as well as for those who need to spread a message quickly. 

 Write a persuasive essay in which you discuss the degree to which social networking is beneficial or detrimental to society.  Include textual evidence (including integrated quotations and parenthetical citations) from at least two of the three articles that we read in this unit.  

We will have a timed writing for this essay tomorrow.  In order to prepare for the essay, complete the following today:

1. Draft your thesis statement using the frame below.  Answer the prompt in 1-2 sentences, being sure to address there are two sides to the issue, yet one side is the correct one.  Make it strong and clear, so that it can serve as the foundation for your essay:

Social Networking is (describe its role in our society today WITHOUT simply parroting the prompt).  
Although social networking is seen by many people as (describe something positive or negative about social networking that DISAGREES with your stance), in reality it is far more (YOUR stance: detrimental/beneficial) than it is (COUNTER-ARGUMENT: detrimental/beneficial) because (list 2 good reasons that support your stance). 
2. Select one piece of evidence for the advantages/positives and one for the drawbacks/negatives of social networking. Start your paragraph by addressing the counter-argument; end your paragraph by making YOUR argument.  Integrate the quotations and include the parenthetical citations:

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Once again, select one piece of evidence for the advantages/positives and one for the drawbacks/negatives of social networking. Start your paragraph by addressing the counter-argument; end your paragraph by making YOUR argument.  Integrate the quotations and include the parenthetical citations:

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Decide on your final message for your conclusion.  Remember: You want to end strong! (Call to Action)
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Draft your hook.  Yes, it’s true that your hook will be the first sentence of your essay, not the last, but sometimes it helps to draft it after you’ve already decided what your final message will be (#4 above).  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

