Hamlet, by William Shakespeare

Questions for Analysis and Discussion, Act IV

1. In Act IV, what is Claudius' reason for sending Hamlet away to England?  Consider how this action will be interpreted by the audience (dramatic irony) in contrast to the response of Gertrude and the court.  (Discussion)
2. In IV, ii, 11-24, Hamlet talks with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern and tells them his opinion of them.  Note what Hamlet discerns regarding their true characters.   (Discussion)

3. When Claudius persists in asking Hamlet where Polonius' body is, Hamlet makes a cryptic remark about worms and beggars.  Reread IV, iii, 22-27, and explain what Hamlet is saying and how it relates to his feelings about meaning (or lack of meaning) in life.  (Written)

4. Reread IV, iii, 44-51 and 63-77, and discuss the two aspects of Claudius' personality revealed in these lines.  (Written)

5. In IV, iv, 68-69,  Hamlet vows "bloody thoughts."  Knowing Hamlet's character up to this point in the play, explain your opinion regarding his resolve to act on these "thoughts."  (Discussion)
6. Claudius speaks of Ophelia in IV, v, and says "…poor Ophelia/Divided from herself and her fair judgement…" (91-92) "…this/Like to a murd'ring piece, in many places/Give me superfluous death" (104-05).  Explain what Claudius means here and what this posture of concern contributes to his image and plans.   (Discussion).
7. After Laertes secretly returns from France, learns of his father's death, and sees Ophelia's condition, Claudius talks with him.  Reread IV,v,226-236, and explain what Claudius tells Laertes.  (Discussion)
8. Horaito receives a letter from Hamlet, IV, vi, 13-29.  Discuss what Hamlet tells Horaito regarding the events of the voyage to England. 

9. In IV, vii, 11-26, Claudius tells Laertes why he hasn't legally punished Hamlet.  Explain the reasons Claudius gives Laertes.  (Discussion)
10. A messenger delivers Hamlet's note to Claudius, IV, vii, and Claudius immediately devises another plan to kill Hamlet.  Discuss the details of the plan Claudius proposes to Laertes.  (Discussion)
11. Gertrude announces Ophelia's death in IV,vii, 187-210.  What does she tell Claudius and Laertes she has seen? (Discussion)
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