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English 3-4 CP: Beowulf Study Guide Questions

Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this sheet. 

Chapters 12-17

1. Why are Beowulf’s thanes ineffective in attacking Grendel with their weapons? Why do you think the storyteller/poet of Beowulf made this choice? 

2. Explain how Beowulf’s fame begins to spread after his victory:

3. Find an example of alliteration in lines 845-880: 

4. Find and quote a passage that demonstrates how important oral storytelling is to the Germanic tribal warriors:

5. Line 874 begins a story about an ancient hero. What was Siegmund’s claim to fame? Why do you think the poet chose to talk about him?

6. On the other hand, the story about Hermod is a cautionary tale. What traits does this story warn against and how is it connected to Beowulf?

7. How is Grendel’s arm viewed? 

8. What is Unferth’s response to Beowulf’s victory? 

9. What occurs at the beginning of chapter 15?

10. Paraphrase lines 999 to 1008. How does this passage reflect the value system of the Germanic tribal warriors?

11. What kind of spoils do Beowulf and his band of men receive?
12. What other stories of past heroes and kings do we hear about? 
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