UNIT ONE STUDY GUIDE
The Renaissance

*The Causes of the Renaissance*

- The Middle Ages, which began around 500 AD, finally came to an end around 1450 AD.

- Though the beginning of the Renaissance, which signaled the end of the Middle Ages, occurred in the city-states of Italy, the same reasons that caused the Renaissance to begin in Italy caused it to appear in the rest of Western Europe.

- The conditions that led to the Renaissance in Italy are as follows:

1. Because of the Crusades, and the new trade routes, Europeans began to come in contact with other, more advanced civilizations, which influenced them greatly.

2. The Church, due to the scandals that occurred, lost much of its power, and people began to doubt its ultimate authority.

3. Due to trade, the middle class grew, and people began to accumulate vast sums of money. They then wanted to enjoy and show off their wealth, which led to a philosophy of enjoying this life instead of simply waiting for the next one.

4. Competition between wealthy people for status led to developments in education and art, since wealthy people, wanting to be respected, would compete to see who was the most educated or had sponsored the most artists. 

*The Definition of the Renaissance*

- The Renaissance (French Term) means the rebirth of culture. However, it would be more accurately put as the rebirth of ancient culture since the Middle Ages did have a form of culture, just not the same culture as the ancients. 

- An essential element of the Renaissance was the beginning of humanism, which glorified the culture of Ancient Greece and Rome.

*The Four Aspects of Humanism*

- Humanism was a new philosophy that really defined the Renaissance. Although it was an intellectual movement and didn’t really spread to most people, it had a huge impact on the age. 

- Though many believe that humanism replaced religion in the Renaissance, in reality, the two coexisted. Most humanists were actually religious, and the only difference between the beliefs of church and of the humanists had was that the humanists believed that this life was important and should be enjoyed while the church did not, and felt that people should focus on awaiting the afterlife instead. 

- Humanism consists of four essential aspects, which are as follows:

1. Admiration and emulation of the Ancient Greeks and Romans.

2. Philosophy of enjoying this life, instead of just waiting for the next one.

3. The glorification of humans and the belief that individuals are can do anything.

4. The belief that humans deserved to be the center of attention.

- Humanism also had a subdivision known as civic humanism. The civic humanists believed that participation in public affairs was essential for human development, and that individuals should not cut themselves off from society and study the world. Instead, they should help make changes in it by becoming a part of government. Eventually, the beliefs of the civic humanists spread to the humanists as a whole. 

*The Humanists*

- Petrarch ( (1304 - 1374) was the first humanist of the Renaissance. He greatly admired the Greeks and Romans and preferred them to his own contemporaries, who he saw as barbaric. He even felt that the only true examples of moral and proper behavior could come from the Ancients. Though he was a lawyer and cleric by trade, he devoted himself to writing poetry, papers, and letters, which were often to the famous Greeks and Romans. 

- Boccaccio ( (1313 – 1375) was a writer who became famous for a collection of short stories called The Decameron that is now thought of as the first prose masterpiece ever written in Italian. The Decameron is a book relating how a group of young Florentines went to a secluded villa to escape the plague and began telling stories. It was one of the first books intended for entertainment and is groundbreaking in its frank treatment of relationships and its creation of ordinary, realistic characters. 

- Baldassare Castiglione ( writer who is best known for his novel, The Courtier, which, by taking the form of a conversation between the sophisticated men and women of a court in Urbino, became a manual of proper behavior for gentlemen and ladies for centuries to come. 

- Guarino da Verona & Vittorino da Feltre ( were educators who turned the ideals of the humanists into a practical curriculum. They founded a school in which students learned Latin, Greek, mathematics, music, philosophy, and social graces.

- Marsilio Ficino ( was a member of a new, later group of humanists called the Neoplatonists, who believed in studying the grand ideas in the work of Plato and other philosophers as opposed to leading the “active life” the civic humanists lead. Ficino believed that Plato’s ideas showed the dignity and immortality of the human soul. 

- Giovanni Pico ( another Neoplatonist who believed that he could reconcile all philosophies and show that a single truth lay behind them all.

*Humanist Art*

- The area in which the humanists really excelled was art. Though some of the novels and essays written in the time have become classics, none of their writing (or any other area) ever came close to being as brilliant as their art. 

- The differences between Medieval art and Renaissance art are numerous, and very dramatic, for a complete change in style occurred.

- Also, during the Renaissance, great artists, for the first time, gained special recognition and prestige instead of simply being craftsmen. 

*Characteristics of Medieval Art*

- Paintings were lacking in depth and perspective.

- Paintings usually lacked a background.

- Always themed religiously and usually focusing on heaven or holy people.

- The paintings were not realistic, and made no sense geometrically or mathematically.

- The subjects did not show any emotions, except for calm or piety.

*Characteristics of Renaissance Art*

- Emulation of the Ancient Greeks and Romans.

- Good use of depth in paintings. 

- Linear (further away = smaller) and atmospheric (further away = hazier) perspective.

- Paintings began to have more detailed backgrounds.

- Not necessarily religious, more focus on earthly themes and humans.

- More realistic, geometrically precise and mathematically accurate. 

- Subjects showing signs of more emotion.

- Contraposto posture, in which the subject is shifting his or her balance.

*Artists of the Early Renaissance*

- Giotto ( (1267 – 1337) was a painter famous for the solid bodies, the expression of human emotion, and the suggestion of landscape in his paintings.

- Masaccio ( (1401 – 1428) was a painter who used the inspiration of the ancients to put a new emphasis on nature, on three-dimensional human bodies, and on perspective. He also was the first painter since the ancients to show nudes in his paintings. 

- Donatello ( (1386 – 1466) was mainly a sculptor whose focus was on the beauty of the human body. He made some of the first nude sculptures since the ancients. 

- Brunelleschi ( (1377 – 1446) was an architect whose work was groundbreaking for its simplicity, symmetry, balance and harmony. Additionally, he created the largest dome built in Europe since the ancients in a cathedral in Florence.

*Artists of the High Renaissance*

- Leonardo ( (1452 – 1519) was a painter (and a scientist, writer, and inventor) whose paintings are remarkable for their technical perfection, in other words, for their good use of angles, perspective, and a detailed background.  

- Raphael ( (1483 – 1520) was a painter who used his mastery of perspective and ancient styles to produce works of harmony, beauty, and serenity and convey a sense of peace. 

- Michelangelo ( (1475 – 1564) was a painter who also experimented in poetry, architecture, and sculpture. Most of his work focuses on individuals who always give a sense of strength and ambition.

- Titian ( (1479 – 1576) was a painter who painted scenes of luxury in such a vivid, immediate way that his paintings seem real to the viewer. 

The Reformation

*The Short Term Causes of the Reformation*

- John Wycliffe ( (1320 – 1384) was an English reformer who argued that the Church was becoming too remote from the people and advocated for simplification of its doctrines and less power for the priests. He believed that only the Scriptures declared the will of God and questioned transubstantiation, the ability of the priests to perform a miracle turning the wine and bread into Christ’s blood and body. His views were branded heretical, but he was able to survive in hiding though his remains were dug up by the Church in 1428 and burned. He left an underground movement called the Lollards who faced constant persecution.

- Jan Hus ( (1369 – 1415) was a Bohemian who argued that priests weren’t a holy group, claiming instead that the Church was made up of all of the faithful. He questioned transubstantiation, and said that the priest and the people should all have both the wine and the bread. He was burned at the stake in 1415, but his followers, led by Zizka, raised an army and won against the emperor, who let them to set up their own church (the Utraquist Church) in which both the wine and bread were eaten by all. 

- The Avignon Exile and Great Schism ( were both events that greatly undermined both the power and prestige of the Church, and made many people begin to question its holiness and the absolute power of the Papacy. People realized that the Church was a human institution with its own faults. 

- The Printing Press ( before the invention of the printing press in the mid-1400s, many people didn’t have access to information or changes in religious thought except through word of mouth and the village viellées. With the printing press, new ideas, and the dissatisfaction with the church, could spread quickly, and people could read the Bible for themselves.

*The Long Term Causes of the Reformation*

- The growth in the power of the secular king and the decrease in the power of the Pope.

- The popular discontent with the seemingly empty rituals of the Church.

- The movement towards more personal ways of communicating with God, called lay piety.

- The fiscal crisis in the Church that led to corruption and abuses of power – IMPORTANT!

*Abuses of Church Power*

- Simony ( the sale of Church positions, which quickly led to people becoming Church officials purely for economic motives, and not for spiritual ones.

- Indulgences ( the sale of indulgences was the biggest moneymaker for the Church. When a person paid for an indulgence, it supposedly excused the sins they had committed (the more $, the more sins forgiven) even without them having to repent. Indulgences could even be bought for future sins not yet committed and for others, especially those who had just died, and were supposed to make a person’s passage into heaven faster. 

- Dispensations ( payments that released a petitioner from the requirements of the canon law.  

- Incelebacy ( church officials getting married and having children.

- Pluralism ( having more than one position at a time.

- Nepotism ( control by a particular family. 

*The Definition of the Reformation*

- The Reformation was the final splitting of the Western Church into two halves. 

- The two branches of the Church were Catholicism and Protestantism. 

*Martin Luther*

- Luther (1483 – 1546) was born into a middle class family in Saxony, Germany. He got a good education and began studying law. After almost being hit by lightning, he decided to become a monk.

- As a monk, he became obsessed with his own sinfulness, and pursued every possible opportunity to earn worthiness in God’s eyes (for example, self-flagellation) but he was still not satisfied, for he felt that God would never forgive a sinner like himself.

- Finally, he had an intense religious experience that led him to realize that justification in the eyes of God was based on faith alone and not on good works and sacraments.

​- Then, in 1517, he saw a friar named Johann Tetzel peddling indulgences and claiming that by buying them, people could save themselves time in the purgatory. Since he said that by buying the indulgences, people could excuse sins, people were coming to buy the indulgences in droves. This outraged Luther, and on October 31st, 1517 he posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the church door. 

- The theses explained that the Pope could remit only the penalties he or canon law imposed, and that for other sins, the faithful had only to sincerely repent to obtain an indulgence, not pay the Church.

- The theses made the profits from the indulgences drop off, and angered the order that supported Tetzel. Luther and the rival monks began to have theological discussions, which were at first ignored. 

- But, by 1520 Luther had written three radical pamphlets:

1. An Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation ( made a patriotic appeal to Germans to reject the foreign Pope’s authority.

2. The Babylonian Captivity ( attacked the belief that the seven sacraments were the only means of attaining grace, saying that only two, baptism and the Eucharist (which were mentioned in the Bible) were important.

3. The Liberty of the Christian Man ( explained his principle of salvation by faith alone.

*The Diet of Worms*

- Luther’s writings could no longer be ignored, and, in 1520, Pope Leo the Fifth excommunicated him, and Luther responded by calling the Pope an anti-Christ. So, Charles the Fifth ordered him to offer his defense against the decree at a Diet of the Empire at Worms.

- At Worms, Luther refused to retract his statements, asking to be proved wrong with the Bible. So, Charles ordered that Luther be arrested and his works burned, but Prince Frederick of Saxony came to Luther’s aid and allowed Luther to hide in his castle. There, Luther established the Lutheran doctrines.

*Lutheran Doctrine and Practice*

- Codified in the Augsburg Confession the Lutheran beliefs are as follows:

1. Justification by faith alone, or the belief that faith alone, without the sacraments or good works, leads to an individual’s salvation.

2. The Bible as the only authority, not any subsequent works. 

3. All people are equally capable of understanding God’s word as expressed in the Bible and can gain salvation without the help of an intermediary. 

4. No distinction between priests and laity. 

5. Consubstantiation (the presence of the substance and Christ coexist in the wafer and wine and no miracle occurs) instead of transubstantiation.

6. A simplified ceremony with services not in Latin. 

*The Appeal of Protestantism*

- Appeal to the peasants:

1. Message of equality in religion, which they extended to life in general.

2. A simplified religion with fewer rituals, which made it easier to understand.

3. Luther rebelled, which inspired many of them to do the same.

- Appeal to the nobles:

1. No tithe to pay, so $ stays in the country.

2. Since they are against Charles for political reasons, they can justify it by becoming Protestant.

3. No more church owned land, so they can get more land.

4. No tithe for peasants, so they can tax them more.

- Appeal to the middle class:

1. No tithe to pay, so more $ for them.

2. Now they can read the Bible and interpret it in their own way.

3. Concept of individualism – you are your own priest. 

*Other Forms of Protestantism*

- Zwingli ( (1484 – 1531) had beliefs very similar to Luther, except that he believed that NONE of the sacraments bestowed grace, and that they were purely symbolic. He also felt that for people to lead godly lives, they had to be constantly disciplined and threatened – Calvinism without predestination.

- Radicals ( many radical sects broke out, and after Munster (where a sect called the Melchiorties gained political control of the city and began to establish a heavenly Jerusalem on earth) they were all persecuted. Since some believed that Baptism should only be administered to adults who asked to be baptized, they were all called the Anabaptists (rebaptisers).

- Calvin ( (1509 – 1564) formed the second wave of the Reformation. Though Lutheranism and Calvinism both believed in people’s sinfulness, salvation by faith alone, that all people were equal in God’s eyes and that people should follow existing political authority, Calvin believed in predestination or the concept that God, being all knowing, already knows if a person is going to go to heaven and become part of the elect or not. Though behavior on earth technically had no effect on the decision, it was established that moral people tended to be part of the elect. Calvinist communities were model places, with very strict moral codes that were vehemently imposed. The church and its doctrines were also very well defined in the Institutes of the Christian Religion and all Calvinists were supposed to make their communities worthy of the future elect.  

The Centralization of Political Power

*Existing System of Government in England*

- Local administration ( members of the gentry (not technically members of the nobility, but still had large estates and were dominant political figures) were chosen to become JPs. The JPs were voluntary unpaid officials that served as the principal public servant in the more than forty counties. Since the gentry wanted appointments for reasons of status, the king could always count on their support.

- Lawmaking ( though the Parliament grew in power, it always remained subordinate to the crown. Nevertheless, the English kings knew that they couldn’t take severe measures without its consent. The Parliament contributed to the unification of the country, even though it took away power from kings.

- Judiciary ( the common law (based on the interpretations and precedents made by individual judges), not Roman law was in effect, and traveling judges administered it. This helped unify the country as well.

*Changes made by Henry VII and Henry VIII*

- Henry VII ( founder of the Tudor dynasty, Henry VII came to power shortly after the War of Roses, a civil war that weakened the nobles greatly. He was a conservative, and strengthened the crown by applying the traditional methods, such as:  

1. He carefully built up funds without overtaxing his subjects; he put collection and revenue in the hands of a small, efficient group of his officials. Avoided foreign entanglements.

2. He increased the power of the JPs and had the Star Chamber (a group of royal councilors) resume hearing appeals, which strengthened royal power and decreased noble power because nobles could no longer control the local courts.  

- Henry VIII ( tended to enact more radical measures than did his father, such as:

1. In 1513 he beat invading Scottish army @ Flodden, near England’s north border.

2. Decided to break with the Roman Catholic Church after advice from Thomas Cromwell. This had the effect of stimulating the economy since church funds stayed in the country and the church lands were annexed. It also greatly strengthened the Parliament and gave it more responsibility. 

3. The break with the Church also had the effect of making a reorganization of the administration necessary. They made six departments, each with specific functions. Cromwell was the executive of the councils. A Privy Council was also established, consisting of the king’s advisers.

*Existing System of Government in France*

- Local administration ( there was no real system for local government, and aristocrats were virtually independent rulers until the new monarchs came along.

- Royal administration ( had three departments: the Chancery (had charge of formal documents), the Treasury ($), and the Parlement of France (the court of law). Roman law was used, which helped the king because the monarch was then able to issue ordinances.

- Lawmaking ( representative assemblies, known as Estates, limited the throne’s power because the estates had to approve measures made by the king before they were enacted. The throne was forced to negotiate with the estates, especially to raise taxes. Nevertheless, the Estates never were as powerful as the English Parliament. The taxes (the sales tax, hearth tax, and salt tax) all went to the crown and after 1451, they could be collected on the king’s authority alone. 

- Army ( unlike the English, they had a standing army that was rarely used but always a threat, so it increased the king’s power. However, it took an enormous amount of funding.

*Changes made by Louis XI and Charles VIII*

- Louis XI ( began his reign after the Hundred Years War, which weakened the crown. At the beginning of his reign, there was anarchy, and the king had no power. However, changes he made reestablished the crown’s power. For example:

1. He beat Duke Charles the Bold of Burgundy, who was Charles V great-grandfather (ick!) and he then reannexed Burgundy except for the Low Countries, which the duke’s daughter kept. 

2. Nicknamed “the spider” because, using his diplomatic tactics, he annexed so much crap. 

- Charles VIII ( he began the invasion of Italy, which was eventually a failure, since the Hapsburgs kicked his butt. However, it did provide a distraction for the restless and aggressive nobles. 

*Changes made by Louis XII, Francis I and Henri II*

- Louis XII ( began reign after Charles VIII and before Francis I. He made many changes, including:

1. He increased the size and complexity of the administration.

2. Adopted the sale of offices (simony) that stimulated social mobility and corruption.

3. Due to the fact that the clergy and nobles were exempt from taxation, the crown was forced to rely on the lower classes, which couldn’t provide enough money to upkeep the standing army and the country. So, under Louis XII, the country began taking loans from banks (Fugger). 

- Francis I ( took over after Louis XII, made most changes of any new monarch in France, such as:

1. Gaining power over the Church with the Concordat of Bologna (1516), which allowed him to make appointments, and, though it was not stated, it effectively allowed him to control the Church without breaking from it (see Henry VIII).

2.  He began a major reorganization of the government. He legalized the sale of offices, formed and inner council and centralized all tax gathering and accounting responsibilities in 1523. 

3. He passed the lit de justice, which states that if an assembly is delaying passing a monarch’s law the monarch can then appear before the assembly and make it the law. 

4. During his reign the Estates General stopped meeting and consequently lost influence.

5. After his reign, the monarchy was the strongest that it had ever been. Unfortunately, the advent of the Reformation screwed everything up again – Calvinism!

- Henry II ( son of Francis I. Under his rule, the French finally lost the Italian war to the Hapsburgs. 

*Existing System of Government in Spain*

- The Iberian Peninsula was divided into three different sections, as follows:

1. Portugal ( in midst of its overseas exploration.

2. Castile ( the largest and richest area. It was still fighting the Muslims on its Southern frontier. This led to nobles gaining a lot of political power.

3. Aragon ( small area same size as Portugal. 

- In October 1469 Isabella of Castile married Ferdinand of Sicily, which led to a ten-year civil war which the two monarchs won. 

*Changes made by Ferdinand and Isabella*

- Although Ferdinand and Isabella made no attempt to form a monolithic state (all united) they did somewhat unify Spain into a federation where the nobles lost power.

- Each province was treated differently, and changes were made as follows:

1. Aragon ( remained a federation of territories administered by viceroys who were appointed by the king but allowed local customs to remain intact. Each province was allowed to keeps its own representative assembly, called the Cortes. 

2. Castile ( in Castile, they were determined to assert their superiority and restore order to the countryside (which was screwed up by civil wars). They did this by establishing the Cortes of Castile, an assembly dominated by urban representatives who shared the wish for order since peace helped trade. The Cortes also had tribunals to try criminals. 

- They also made general changes, such as:

1. They overhauled the entire administration by saying that “ability rather than social status should determine appointments.” They kicked out the nobles as local administrators, and replaced them with people from a lesser class of nobility called the hidalgos (similar to gentry in England) who occupied positions called corregidors, which were local judicial officers. 

2. They weakened the clergy and after they got rid of the Muslims in 1492, the Pope allowed them to make appointments. So, by Charles V’s reign they had power over the church. 

3. Also, in 1478, the Pope granted them the power to have an independent Inquisition to kick out all non-Christians, such as the Muslims and Jews. Without other religions, Spain was more united. Plus, the Inquisition, like the Italian wars, kept the nobles busy. 

4. They instituted a sales tax so revenues increased. They were able to this because, like the French, the Spanish taxes could be raised without the Cortes consent. 

5. They instituted Castilian law, which all came from the throne and was similar to Roman law. 

6. After Isabella’s death, Ferdinand concentrated on foreign affairs and reannexed several provinces from France and entered the war in Italy, which under Charles V (Hapsburg) they won against Henry II of France. They won because they had the best standing army. 

*The Holy Roman Empire under Charles V*

- Charles V was the king of Spain but the Cortes didn’t like him because he requested additional tax funds so that he could take the Spanish troops and try to unify the HRE. So, effectively, he wasted all of Spain’s $ from the new world on stupid wars! Naturally, when Charles V left for war, the poor people revolted but the nobles put down the rebellion before Charles V came back. The nobles sided against the peasants only because along with attacking Charles, they attacked the nobles. 

- After the uprising, he kept his administration entirely Spanish. While he was fighting outside wars, he relied entirely on a skilled administrator, Francisco de los Cobos, who enlarged the administration and the system of councils. He made two types of councils, one of each department of government and the other for each territory ruled. At the head was the Council of State. A federation emerged, like US. 

- Though corruption was widespread, centralization gave monarch lots of power. Spain’s administration was the most detailed, though it was not always the most efficient. 

- Charles’ major problem was $ because he wasted all of it on his stupid wars (like the one against the Ottomans, and all the ones against the Schmalkaldic League in HRE) in Europe. Since Aragon was more independent, the entire tax burden fell on Castile, but Castile did get a monopoly of trade with the New World, which gave them lots of silver. However, the monopoly eventually led to foreign domination since no one else could get the $. Consequently, Philip II had to declare Spain bankrupt several times because of the wars.  

