Romanesque Art: Reliquaries and Pilgrimages
Chapter 15 (pages 514-553)
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Romanesque Period 1050-1150
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characteristics in architecture: 
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monastic communities 
Relics & Reliquaries
What is a relic?
What is the spiritual purpose 
of a relic?
What is the financial use value 
of a relic?
How could a relic increase 
the power of a specific diocese?
definitions:

What is a reliquary?

What is the intended function of a reliquary?


Who would commission the construction of a reliquary?

Major Pilgrimage Sites

popular destinations
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem
Constantinian churches in Rome
Cathedral of Santiago Compostela (St. James at Compostela)
Cathedral of Chartres 

Geoffrey Chaucer’s 
The Canterbury Tales (1387-1400)

solid masonry walls, rounded arches, masonry vaults characteristic of imperial Roman buildings 
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usually guided by the Benedictine Rule written by St. Benedict


usually self-sustaining


were powerful and influential


housed travelers


took care of the sick


“hosted” monastery schools


were endowed by wealthy patrons; “the Norman dukes were astute and skillful administrators. They formed a close alliance with the Church, supporting it with grants of land and gaining in return the allegiance of abbots and bishops, many of whom served as vassals of the duke” (535).


were enormously self-sufficient and often became very wealthy from tithes, rents, and selling produce and products








diocese: the district over which a bishop has control


bishop: a clergyman (a priest) who has spiritual and administrative powers over a diocese; bishops are understood as the spiritual descendent of the twelve apostles


cathedral: the principal church of a bishop's diocese, containing the episcopal throne 


episcopal: of or relating to a bishop
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more extra credit: read 

