Lesson Six:  DBQ Scoring 
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& Writing a Basic Core DBQ

Discussion Questions for Review
1.  What is PoV and how can ACORNPEG help with it?

2.  How do you group documents for a DBQ?

3.  What are the three requirements for a thesis statement?

4.  What are some thesis statement “don’ts?”

DBQ Scoring

The College Board scores DBQs on a scale between 1-9.  6 of the 9 points form the Basic Core of the DBQ.  If your DBQ earns all 6 Basic Core points, then you will be eligible to earn Expanded Core points.  However, if you do not earn all 6 Basic Core points, you cannot earn any Expanded Core points.  

The following represents the Basic Core section of the rubric that will be used to grade your DBQs in class:

(  Thesis statement addresses prompt, previews body ¶s

(  Thesis statement makes an argument

(  Correct document references for majority of documents (1/2 + 1)

(  Document references support thesis and are interpreted correctly

(  3+ valid PoV statements

(  Correct organization (docs grouped into 3 groups, topic sentences & analysis statements for each body ¶)

Once you have earned your Basic Core points, then you are eligible to earn up to 3 Expanded Core points by doing the following:

(  Correct document references for all or all but one document

(  4+ valid PoV statements

(  Explicit subgrouping in at least one body ¶

(  3+ statements with specific, relevant outside information

We will focus on earning Expanded Core points in a later lesson.  The DBQ you will write for this lesson will earn full credit for fulfilling just the Basic Core.  
Practice Part I  Use the rubric below to score the sample DBQ on pages 6-7.
Basic Core

(  Thesis statement addresses prompt, previews body ¶s

(  Thesis statement makes an argument

(  Correct document references for majority of documents (1/2 + 1). Check documents correctly referenced:  (1   (2   (3     (4   (5   (6   (7   (8   (9   (10   (11

(  Document references support thesis and are interpreted correctly

(  3+ valid PoV statements   Doc #s:  ___, ___, ___, ___

(  Correct organization (docs grouped into 3 groups, topic sentences & analysis statements for each body ¶)

Expanded Core (can only be earned if all 6 Basic Core points are earned, but check off any boxes that apply even if all Basic Core points are not earned)

(  Correct document references for all or all but one document

(  4+ valid PoV statements

(  Explicit subgrouping in at least one body ¶

(  3+ statements with specific, relevant outside information


Sample DBQ Score:     
Writing Analysis Statements

Good body paragraphs require analysis statements, which tie all the evidence together and explain how it reflects on the prompt.  An analysis statement can go anywhere in a body paragraph, and a body paragraph may have more than one analysis statement, but it is easiest to put them at the end.  

A good analysis statement should answer the following questions:

· What does all the evidence mentioned so far in the body paragraph have in common?

· What does the evidence show about the thesis statement?
Example of a Strong DBQ Body Paragraph 
The Catholic church responded to the Protestant Reformation with the Counter-reformation, which was composed of several separate elements, including the Council of Trent and the creations of the Roman Inquisition and the Society of Jesus.  According to the documents from the Council of Trent, published in 1564 by P. Manutius, the Church emphasized the fact that both the Bible and the Pope are sources of religious authority (Doc 4).  Additionally, the Council reaffirmed several other main tenets of Catholicism, such as justification by good works and faith, the legitimacy of all seven sacraments, and the use of the Latin Vulgate Bible as a source of scripture.  In the papal bull Licet Ab Initio, Pope Paul III established the Roman Inquisition and charged this group of Catholic officials with rooting out Protestantism and other forms of heresy in Italy.  (Doc 1)  A new missionary monastic order, the Society of Jesus, led by Ignatius of Loyola, was also established to help spread Catholicism, especially to the newly conquered Americas.  In his tome Spiritual Exercises, Loyola placed much emphasis on obedience and the praising of various aspects of the Catholic church, such as confessions, relics, and religious orders.  (Doc 10)  It is not surprising that as the founder of a religious order, Loyola would recommend that good Catholics should express their regard for the various groups of monks and nuns endorsed by the Church.   Collectively, the actions of the Church during the Counter-reformation asserted the Church’s veracity and authority in spiritual matters and attempted to repair its sullied reputation in response to the attacks of Luther, Calvin, and others.  

Practice Part II  Analyze the sample body paragraph above by color-coding.  
Topic sentence:  green





Analysis statement(s):  red


Document references:  yellow




Outside info:  leave blank


PoV:  blue








Steps to Writing a Basic Core DBQ

1.  Read the prompt & background info.  Underline all the task words in the prompt.  Determine how many document references you will need to reference a majority of the documents (1/2 total # of docs + 1).

2.  Make a pre-writing chart and fill out as you read the documents.  Fill out the summary section of the chart for all documents and the PoV section for 3-6 documents as appropriate.  Remember, you can’t group the documents until you’ve read all of them.  

Sample pre-writing chart:  
	Doc
	Summary
	PoV
	Group

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	


3.  Group the documents.  You must have three groups of at least 2 documents per group.  Remember, you don’t have to reference all of the documents, so it is OK if one or two documents do not fit into your grouping.  
4.  Write thesis statement/intro paragraph.  Your intro paragraph should be no more than 3 sentences, and should fulfill the requirements we covered in Lesson Five. 

5.  Write three body paragraphs.  Each body ¶ should include (in any logical order):

· topic sentence that echoes the thesis statement (must be first sentence)

· 2-5 double-attributed, paraphrased document references
· 1-3 valid PoV statement(s)  (these should be placed directly after the document references to which they refer)

· 1-3 analysis statement(s) which shows what all the evidence in your body ¶ has in common and ties it back to the thesis statement  (see the Sample paragraph on page 3 for an example; does not have to be the last sentence, but that is the easiest place to put it)

6.  Reword thesis statement to form conclusion.  You don’t have to have a conclusion for a DBQ; it is not covered in the rubric, so there would be no point deduction for not having one.  However, not having a minimal conclusion of some sort makes your essay feel unfinished, and having a conclusion gives you an opportunity to restate your thesis statement, which gives you some insurance in case your intro paragraph thesis statement was lacking.  Bottom line:  if you have time, write a one-sentence conclusion that restates your thesis.  If it comes down to finishing your last body ¶ or writing a conclusion, go for the body ¶.

7.  (In-class DBQs only)  Color code & proofread using sample rubric.  This helps you to make sure you didn’t leave anything out.  

Color code:  

Thesis statement(s) and topic sentences:  green
Analysis statements:  red



Document references:  yellow



PoV:  blue

Sample rubric:  you will be given a sample rubric for each DBQ you write to help you make sure you include everything that is required.
Practice Part III With your assigned partner, pre-write & write the attached DBQ.  Each partner must turn in a copy and will receive one test grade for the assignment.  Pre-write using the chart below and attach the DBQ on your own paper to your handbook to turn in.  Today’s DBQ requires only the Basic Core elements to earn full credit.   

Sample Rubric

(  Pre-writing chart completed
(  Thesis statement addresses prompt, previews body ¶s

(  Thesis statement makes an argument

(  Correct document references for majority of documents (1/2 + 1)

(  Document references support thesis and are interpreted correctly

(  3+ valid PoV statements

(  Correct organization (docs grouped into 3 groups, topic sentences & analysis statements for each body ¶)

Grade is determined by # of boxes checked:  7 = 100, 6 = 86, 5 = 72, 4 = 58, <3 = 40

	Doc
	Summary
	PoV (for 3-6 docs)
	Grouping (3 groups of >2 docs each)

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	


AP EUROPEAN HISTORY—PEASANTS’ REVOLT DBQ
1. Analyze the causes of and the responses to the peasants’ revolts in the German states,

    1524–1526.

Historical Background: In late 1524, peasants, craftsmen, and poor soldiers formed bands and pillaged throughout a large area of the Holy Roman Empire. During the revolt, some of the rebel bands authored statements of grievances called Articles.  Although most bands did not coordinate their activities, several groups met in Memmingen, Swabia, during March 1525 at a gathering known as the Peasant Parliament. After a series of battles, the authorities managed to suppress the revolts.  More than 100,000 rebels and others were killed.


Document 1


Document 2


Document 3


Document 4


Document 5


Document 6


Document 7


Document 8


Document 9


Document 10


Document 11


Document 12


Color code your finished DBQ:  

Thesis statement(s) and topic sentences:  green

PoV:  blue
Document references:  yellow




Analysis statements:  red

Source: Leonhard von Eck, Chancellor of Bavaria, report to Duke Ludwig of Bavaria, February 15, 1525.





This rebellion has been undertaken to repress the princes and the nobility and has its ultimate source in Lutheran teaching, for the peasants relate the majority of their demands to the Word of God, the Gospel, and brotherly love. The peasants are blinded, led astray, and made witless. If these peasants promised today that they would give their lords no further trouble, they could change their minds within an hour.








Source: Sebastian Lotzer, craftsperson and lay preacher, and Christoph Schappeler, preacher from Memmingen, Twelve Articles of the Swabian Peasants, March 1, 1525.





We will not allow ourselves hereafter to be oppressed by our lords but will let them demand only what is just and proper according to the agreement between lords and peasants. Lords should no longer try to force more services or other dues from peasants without compensation. Peasants should, however, help lords when it is necessary and at proper times when it does not disadvantage the peasant and for a suitable compensation.








Source: Peasant Parliament of Swabia to the Memmingen Town Council, from Articles of


the Peasants of Memmingen, March 3, 1525.





Hitherto we have been held as your poor serfs, which is pitiable, given that Christ has purchased and redeemed us with His precious blood, just as He has the Emperor. But it is not our intention to reject all authority. We will be obedient to all authority appointed by God in all fair and reasonable matters, and we do not doubt that as Christian lords you will release us from serfdom.








Source: Reply of the Memmingen Town Council to the Articles of the Peasants of Memmingen, March 15, 1525.





On the article concerning serfdom: we, your lords, purchased this right for a considerable sum of money, and the serfdom of a Christian is no hindrance to the salvation of his soul.  However, so that you, the subjects, may see and recognize the council’s good will, the council will release and absolve its subjects from such serfdom that the council controls. In return the peasants shall pay us a reasonable amount of money.








Source: Thomas Müntzer, preacher and theologian, open letter to the people of Allstedt, April 27, 1525.





How long are you going to resist God’s will? The whole of Germany, France, and Italy are awake. Four abbeys were laid waste during Easter week. More peasants in the Black Forest have risen, 3,000 strong! Hammer away on the anvils of the princes and lords, cast down their towers to the ground!








Source: Pastor Johann Herolt, report of the events at Weinsburg, April 16, 1525.





The peasants arrived so unexpectedly that the count and his subordinates could not return to the castle and had to remain in town with the citizens. The peasants scaled the castle walls, captured the countess and her children, plundered the castle, and then appeared before the town. The townsfolk were peasant supporters. They opened the gates and towers to the peasants and let them in.








Source: Martin Luther, theologian, Against the Murdering, Thieving Hordes of Peasants, Wittenberg, May 1525.





The peasants forgot their place, violently took matters into their own hands, and are robbing and raging like mad dogs. It is clear that the assertions they made in their Twelve Articles were nothing but lies presented under the name of the Gospel. This is particularly the work of that devil, Thomas Müntzer, who rules at Mühlhausen. The peasants are not content with belonging to the devil themselves; they force and compel many good people to join their devilish league. Anyone who consorts with them goes to the devil with them


and is guilty of all the evil deeds that they commit.








Source: Lorenz Fries, chief advisor to the Archbishop of Würzburg, secret report regarding a peasant assembly, June 1, 1525.





The peasants occupying Würzburg were heard to say publicly that, since they were supposed to be brothers with one another, they believed the rich should share with the poor, especially those rich persons who had acquired their property from trade or had otherwise won it from the poor. The same was heard from many peasants in the countryside, where many a prosperous man, who had hitherto observed and taken pleasure in the peasants’ uprising, began to scratch his head and to reflect on what a troublesome outcome the affair might have.








Source: Caspar Nützel, Nürnberg town councilor, letter to Duke Albert of Prussia, August 5, 1525.





May God grant that the peace be preserved. It is indeed true that the poor, blind, and ignorant peasants have overstepped the mark with their unseemly behavior. No reasonable person could deny how unreasonably, unchristian, indeed, how excessively the authorities have torn out the hair of their subjects, whom they should aid, defend, and rule rather than fleece.








Source: Christoffel von Lichtenstein, nobleman, legal plea for leniency to Count Wilhelm von Henneberg, August 24, 1525.





Many other nobles saved their lives and goods and joined the peasants because no help or consolation had been sent by the territorial prince. As an old man, I begged that the peasants should not force me to swear an oath of allegiance to them, in view of the fact that I had grown up with their parents, gone to school with them, and now in my old age had done them no harm, only good. That was to no avail. I had to swear the oath.








Source: Count Wilhelm von Henneberg, letter to Duke Albert of Prussia, February 2, 1526.





At first the nobility looked on, unawares that misfortune was creeping up on us, for it pleased them well that the rebellion attacked the priests and the monks. Now, when the peasants had eaten all that was in the monasteries and drunk up and consumed all that was available, they fell upon the nobility’s houses, took all that they found in them, and burnt them down.





Source: Decree of the Imperial Diet* of Speyer, August 27, 1526.





In the last year, terrible, unprecedented, and unchristian rebellion by subjects occurred through almost all parts of southern Germany. Therefore his Imperial Majesty expressly commanded that earnest examination be made so that such disturbance and rebellion be prevented in the future. The common man rather grievously forgot himself in the recent disturbance and acted violently against his authorities. In order that he might perceive that the grace and compassion of his superiors is greater and milder than his senseless deeds and actions, each authority shall have power to restore to their previous honorable estate those subjects who have surrendered unconditionally and been punished.





*The formal assembly of imperial councilors and officials advising Emperor Charles V
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