GOLDEN VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

AP® United States History

Mr. Printz
Email: cprintz@hartdistrict.org
Phone #; 661 298-8140 ext 1815
COURSE SYLLABUS
AP® U.S. History is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. It is a two-semester survey of American history from the age of exploration and discovery to the pres​ent. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote consider​able time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and historiography. A research project is required each semester.
Course Objectives

Students will: 

Master a broad body of historical knowledge 

Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology 

Use historical data to support an argument or position 

Differentiate between historiographical schools of thought 

Interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc. 

Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast 

Work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems 

Prepare for and successfully pass the AP U.S. History Exam 

Course Description:  This course is a study of the people, places, and events that have shaped the history of our country. Students leaving this course will have a better understanding of the historical events that have shaped the evolution of the United States of America, and thus allow students to become more involved and better informed citizens. Students will also gain an appreciation for the different cultures and viewpoints that exist around the world and a historical understanding of the conflicts that exist in today’s world. All work in and out of the classroom will help prepare each student to be successful on the AP examination in May.
GRADING SCALE: Grades are calculated on a straight point scale. Each student will be given a grade sheet so that they and their family can track their performance in the class. There is NO CURVE and there is extra credit available on every daily quiz.

A=100-90
  B= 89-80
C=79-70

D=69-55
F=54-

ASSESSMENTS: Assessments will be a combination of oral quizzes, daily multiple choice quizzes, bi-weekly multiple choice super quizzes, free-response and DBQ essays, daily class discussions/seminars, and a research project. All assessments are designed so that the student can be better prepared to succeed in the class and on the AP test in May.
TEST/ SUPER QUIZ RE-TAKE POLICY: Once every 2-3 weeks a large quiz (20-40) questions will be given to help measure student progress and identify areas to reteach before the Unit tests which are given approximately every 4-5 weeks. In each instance students have the ability to, and in some cases will be required to, re-take the super quiz and/or test to receive a higher score. Certain requirements, like test corrections or group tutoring, may be required of the student in order to make sure they are in ownership of a stronger grasp on the material than on the first attempt. The re-take questions will cover the same material as the first super quiz or test but may not be worded in the exact same manner or have the same answer choice.

DAILY QUIZ:  Each class starts with a daily quiz. These quizzes serve many functions that will be explained by the instructor. You must be on time, in your seat, and prepared to take the quiz when the bell rings each day. Tardy to class = zero on the quiz. 

CLASS PARTICPATION: Students are responsible for not only taking information from the class, but they also are responsible for contributing to the class environment by consistently participating in discussions by asking insightful questions or by interjecting thoughtful comments that helps the class achieve a better understanding of world history. It will account for 10% of the students overall grade. 
HISTORIOGRAPHY: Throughout the course an emphasis will be placed on discussions about the events of American History and how the interpretation of those events has changed over time, and how the events of the past have effected the decisions, values, and experiences of later generations.
COMPREHENSIVE CLASS EXAM
At the end of the first semester and second semester, all students will take a semester final exam. 

HOMEWORK POLICY:  Homework is due on the assigned day at the beginning of class. Homework is designed to support student learning of the standards which is measured through multiple assessment mentioned earlier. 
EXPECTATIONS:  AP courses are College level courses and require a college workload and effort level. Students are expected to come to class every day prepared for the day’s events, obey all GVHS school rules and conduct themselves in a professional manner.

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon-Thur 7:00-7:25 am. All students should make appointments. Students are encouraged to use office hours as often as needed. Mr. Printz  welcomes questions and wants to support student learning in ever way possible.
COMMUNICATION: Students and parents can stay in touch with upcoming tests and assignments by visiting Mr. Printz website via the Golden Valley high School main page. Copies of assignments will also be available for self-printing. Also you can follow the class on twitter Mr Printz @mrprintz11, to check on class reminders, upcoming events, assignments, tests, and class discussion threads.

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: In order to incorporate all of the curricular information required for AP US History, students are required to complete a summer assignment that is due the first day of the fall semester. Failure to complete the summer assignment may cause the student to perform poorly on the first several daily quizzes which will affect their overall grade in the class.
RESEARCH PROJECT: Each student will be required to complete a research project during each semester. This research project culminates with a written report and an oral presentation of your findings to the class.

Course Texts and Readings: 

David M. Kennedy, Elizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic (Boston: McDougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin, 2005). 

Howard Zinn. A Peoples History of the United States. (New York: HarperCollins, 2003

PDF versions are available on my website. Care of the texts must adhere to school policy.

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS 

Class discussions will revolve around thematic questions that will be discussed and debated throughout the year. The students will complete a primary source seminar which will help each student learn how to interpret and analyze primary source documents. This information will then be used by students during class discussions and writing assignments. Throughout the year students will be examining many examples of primary and secondary sources. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: This class adheres to the school academic integrity policy guidelines and punishments. Cheating of any kind can result in removal from the AP class as well as other consequences.
Course Outline—Semester 1
Unit 1: AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE REVOLTUION
TOPIC 1: Early Inhabitants: (Summer Assignment/ 1 week)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch 1, Zinn
Maps: America before Columbus, Patterns of settlement

Seminar: How to read, analyze, interpret, and use primary source documents

Themes:

· Push-pull factors for migration
· Political, social, and economic systems of native American groups
· Cultural traits
TOPIC 2 : Colonial History (2 weeks)
Readings: American Pageant,  Ch 2-5, Zinn
Handouts: Hofstadter, Brands

Maps: The Colonies, Colonial populations, religious/ethnic groups in the colonies

Seminar: Free response/Thematic essays

Themes:

· Causes of exploration and colonization
· Development of American cultural traits as compared to European traits
· Regional patterns of colonization
· Differing methods and motives for colonization amongst European groups
· Impact of colonization on the American psyche
TOPIC 3: The Road to Revolution (2 weeks)

Readings: American Pageant,  Ch 6-8, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:

· The impact of the 7 Years War

· Revolution or evolution?

· Mercantilism and its impact on the English/colonial relationship

· Radicalism vs. Conservatism

· Emergence of colonial unity

· The “taxation” debate

ASSESSMENTS: 

· Daily Quizzes

· Class Discussions and class participation

· Free Response essay= Peer graded

· Super quiz

· Reading response papers

· Unit Test

· Multiple Choice exam
· Free response essay question=teacher graded

UNIT 2: NATION BUILDING
TOPIC 1: Confederation to Constitution (1 week)
Readings: American Pageant,  Ch 9, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes: 

· Reasons for Confederation
· A second Revolution?
· Constitutional Foundations and principles
· A protection of democracy or a protection of aristocratic self-interests?
· Federalism and factions
· The ratification debate
TOPIC 2: The Founding Presidents (2 weeks)
Readings: American Pageant,  Ch 10-12, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:

· Washington’s precedents and warnings
· Issues which resulted in the Emergence of the 1st political parties
· Hamilton vs. Madison

· British/French debate

· Adams as the first political president

· Marshall courts impact on America

· The Revolution of 1800

· The paradox/impact of the Jefferson Presidency

· The War of 1812

· The end of the Federalist Party. Who won?

· The Era of Good Feelings

· Clays impact

· A changing economic landscape?

· American Diplomacy
· From Washington to Monroe’s Doctrine

TOPIC 3: The Age of Jackson (1 week)
Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 13, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:
· The “Corrupt Bargain” and the Birth of the Spoils System
· The 2nd party system

· “The Common Man’s” President and the right to vote

· Jackson vs. Calhoun

· Jackson vs. Marshall. 
· The legacy of the Trail of Tears

· Jackson vs. Biddle

· Jackson’s land policy and the impact of it

TOPIC 4: Social issues in America (1 week)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 13-15, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes: 

· Westward movement: Social, political, and economic impact
· The politics of land policy

· Immigration and the nativist response
· 2nd Great Awakening and religious revivalism

· Mormon Movement

· Temperance

· On to Seneca Falls

· “Cult of Domesticity”

· Women’s roles in the home and their changing role in the economy

· The Education Movement

ASSESSMENTS: 

· Daily Quizzes

· Class Discussions and class participation
· Free Response essay= Peer graded

· DBQ Seminar
· Super Quiz(s)

· Unit Test

· Multiple Choice exam
· Free response essay question=teacher graded

· DBQ= teacher graded

UNIT 3: THE WAR TO SAVE A NATION
TOPIC 1: Sectionalism: (1 week)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 14, 16, 17, 18, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes: 
· 1 Country, 3 economies?
· The growth of the market economy in the North

· The development of Commercial farming

· The South’s dependence on cash crops. Destiny or destruction?

· Tariff policy

· The balance of power

· Clay, Calhoun, and Webster

· The Missouri Comp and its impact/legacy

TOPIC 2: Slavery in the South(1 week)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 13/16, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:

· King Cotton
· Could the South have diversified its economy?
· Southern social/Political structure
· The struggle to compete/survive and the birth of racism
· What if I don’t want to own slaves anymore?
· Slave life in the South
· The Southern response to abolitionism
TOPIC 3: Manifest Destiny (1 week)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 13/14/17-18, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes: 

· The politics of Manifest Destiny

· Manifest Destiny as diplomacy?

· The economics of Manifest Destiny

· The social and cultural impact of Manifest Destiny

· The Texas question

· 54’40 or fight

· The Mexican-American War

· Spot Resolution, Wilmont Proviso, and the “Southern Conspiracy”

· The Gold Rush as a cause of the Civil War

· The last great compromise????

· The politics of popular sovereignty 

· Harriet Tubman and the Fugitive Slave Law

· Stephen Douglass and his railroad

· Bleeding Kansas

· John Brown

TOPIC 4: The 1850’s and the Coming War (1 week)
Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 18-19, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:

· The “Weak Presidents”
· Abolitionism at its peak
· Garrison
· Compromise is no longer an option?
· The Impact of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Dred Scot
· The Panic of 1857
· Buchanan
· The Birth of the Republican Party
· The Lincoln-Douglass debates
· The Election of 1860
TOPIC 5: The Civil War  (2 weeks)

Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 120-21, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes: 

· Tale of the Tape
· Lincoln’s view of Secession 
· Ft. Sumter
· The Border state balancing act
· Lincoln’s Cabinet
· Financing a War
· The British and French questions
· Lincoln/Seward’s diplomatic balancing act
· The soldiers in war
· Women in the War
· Slaves and freed blacks in the War
· The Battles: from Bull Run to Appomattox
· The politics of the Emancipation Proclamation
· The brilliance of the Gettysburg Address
· The Northern Congress during the War
· Grant: Hero or killer?

· Sherman’s March to the Sea

· The End
TOPIC 6: Reconstruction ( 2 weeks)
Readings: American Pageant, Ch. 22-23, Zinn, class handouts, and internet sources
Themes:

· The Southern Mentality
· What if Lincoln had not been assassinated?
· Johnson’s Reconstruction policies
· The Black Codes
· Congressional Reconstruction
· Congress vs. Johnson

· 13th, 14th, & 15th Amendments

· The economic impact of Reconstruction

· The political impact of Reconstruction

· The Social impact of Reconstruction

· Grant

· The Compromise of 1877 and the end of Reconstruction

· Birth of Jim Crow

· Who is to blame for the failure of Reconstruction?

ASSESSMENTS: 

· Daily Quizzes

· Class Discussions and class participation

· 3 Free Response essays= Peer graded

· 2 DBQs= peer graded

· Unit Test/ Semester Final

· 80 multiple choice questions

· 2 Free response essay questions =teacher graded

· DBQ= teacher graded

· Super quiz(s)

