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Distinguishing Traits of Author – Toni Morrison is an American novelist, editor, and professor who attended Howard University and Cornell University and is most famous for being the first female African-American novelist to be awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. Morrison’s novels are often known for their epic themes, vivid dialogue, and richly detailed and complex black characters. Morrison grew a passion for English and literature as a child and credited her parents for nurturing her with music and reading. Many of her novels contain slavery, racism, and discrimination which were inspired from her interests and experiences “I was always interested in the consequences of racism,” “In the self-loathing that is involved in it. A self-loathing that is frequently lethal.” – Toni Morrison
Setting: There are two main settings in the novel. The novel begins in Ohio on Bluestone Road. There is a house with the number of 124 that is being resided by the protagonist Sethe and her daughter Denver. The house is no ordinary home as it is being haunted by the spirit of Sethe's murdered daughter, Beloved. It is described as being “spiteful” as the spirit within takes its anger out on the residents (1). In fact, even visitors of the home can feel the spirit. Paul D, a friend of Sethe's, enters the home and automatically sees “a pool of pulsing red light” (11). The presence of the spirit is so prevalent that it is unavoidable. However, 124 had not always been so filled with anger and sadness. The home was acquired by Baby Suggs in return for work from the Bodwin's. Everything seemed to fall into place with all her family coming to join her in 124, however, the happiness is short lived. In the end, the house ultimately falls into Sethe's hands and it is here that her battles with the past take place.

The other setting in the novel is Sweet Home. Sweet Home is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Garner and is where Sethe meets Halle, Baby Suggs, Paul D, and more. It is initially a decent place to live because Mr. and Mrs. Garner do not treat their slaves horribly. Mr. Garner actually states that at “Sweet Home [his] niggers is men every one of em” (12). He even teaches them how to use guns. This changes drastically, however, when Mr. Garner passes away and Schoolteacher comes to take his place. The slaves are no longer treated the same way. They are beaten and given new rules to follow. This is then what ultimately pushes the slaves to leave Sweet Home. It is no longer the place they had originally been a part of.

Plot Synopsis:
The story begins at 124 on Bluestone Road. It is currently being resided by Sethe and her daughter, Denver. There is background information given regarding the spirit haunting the house as well as the protagonist Sethe's sons, Howard and Buglar. They had left 124 because of the spirit while their grandmother, Baby Suggs, passed away. After this information is given, Paul D, a friend of Sethe's, arrives to 124 causing Sethe to recall all her past memories of Sweet Home. Sweet Home is where Sethe first meets Paul D, Baby Suggs and her son, who later becomes Sethe's husband, Halle. Sethe welcomes Paul D in, but tells him of the presence of her dead child. Paul D comes in and the two of them talk while Denver begins to feel left out in this reconnection with the past between Sethe and Paul D. They eventually become intimate which ultimately angers the spirit, but is then driven away by Paul D. This upsets Denver as the ghost is the only company she has.

Paul D and Sethe then have sex, but this only leads to more recollections of their past at Sweet Home. It is explained how Sethe arrives to Sweet Home and choosing Halle as her husband after seeing how hard he works in order to buy his mother, Baby Suggs', freedom. Sethe hopes for an actual wedding for her and Halle, however, Mrs. Garner, the wife of her master, does not take her seriously. The point of view then switches to Denver's. It is described how lonely she is and how she spends time in her own little cave. As she returns home she sees her mother praying through a window and an arm in a white dress wrapped around her waist. She tells her mother, but Sethe does not think much of it. This then leads to the story behind Denver's birth. Sethe is about to give up on her journey to reach her kids when she runs into a white indentured servant named Amy Denver. Amy ultimately helps Sethe give birth to Denver and ensures that she is alright before leaving. After this story telling, it is decided by Paul D that he will stay and thus the beginning of something new.

Paul D is intrigued by the woman that Sethe is. She is not an ordinary African American woman and that worries him. They then decide to go to a local carnival where Sethe notices her shadow and those of Denver and Paul D are all holding hands as if they were a real, happy family. However, upon returning back to 124, the three see a woman on the steps. The instant she lays her eyes on her, Sethe is given the urge to urinate. As she relives herself in the backyard, Denver and Paul D help the woman, who calls herself Denver, by giving her water to drink. The woman spends most of her time sleeping and under the watchful eye of Denver. Paul D, on the other hand, does not feel right about the woman. Beloved begins to grow attached to Sethe. She also begins to ask her different questions such as about her mother, her diamond earrings, and so forth. These questions then force Sethe back into her past and remembers her mother showing her brand to her and then her eventual death. However, it is only Denver that wonders how Beloved has such knowledge pertaining these things about her mother.

As Beloved's stay in 124 prolongs, Paul D begins to grow a dislike for her. He tries to question her about her past, but this upsets Beloved. Sethe chastises Paul D for his behavior and it is after this that Paul D finally reveals his secret regarding Halle. He tells Sethe that Halle had seen the men taking her milk and it ultimately broke him down. However, he could do nothing because he was forced to wear a bit. This upsets Sethe, but realizes that her hope in Halle's return is futile. As this is taking place, Denver and Beloved are inside. She then asks Denver to tell about her birth and the story transports back into the past again. Denver tells how Amy Denver helps clean Sethe up and then lead her to the riverbank so she can cross into Ohio.

After hearing the news about Halle, Sethe decides to go to the Clearing to feel Baby Suggs' presence and hopefully calm herself down. She asks Denver and Beloved to come join her. Once arriving to the Clearing, Sethe recalls her first days in Ohio. She thinks of the time Baby Suggs cleaned her up before finally seeing her children after so long. She remembers of the people and how nice and welcoming they had been to her. It is also mentioned how Denver used to attend a school taught by Lady Jones. She eagerly learned until one day a classmate asks her whether her mother had gone to prison because of murder. Denver is taken aback by the question and when she gains the courage to ask her mother, she suddenly goes deaf and fails to hear her response. This is what prevents Denver from going back to school. The story goes back to the Clearing and suddenly Sethe feels herself being choked. Denver and Beloved come rushing to her side and Beloved presses her fingers and kisses Sethe's neck. Sethe is calmed by the feeling she receives from this, but ends the action by telling Beloved she is “too old for that”.

It is Paul D that now recalls his past. He remembers his time in prison in Alfred, Georgia. They are all repeatedly abused and mistreated. It is not until a rainstorm that the prisoners are able to work together and escape to a nearby camp filled with Cherokees. He is the last of the prisoners to leave and travel around until finally reaching 124. The story leaves the past again and Paul D is unable to sleep in any room of 124. He believes that Beloved is to blame. One night, Beloved comes to Paul D and seduces him into sex. This causes the “tin tobacco” heart of Paul D to finally rip open.

The attachment Denver has with Beloved intensifies as she realizes the other intentions Beloved has. She becomes frantic when Beloved disappears from her. Paul D as well is being tortured by Beloved's presence. He tries to get himself to leave, but ultimately decides to ask Sethe to have a baby with him in hopes that it will solidify his place in 124. However, Sethe is unsure of whether she really wants to have more children.

The story goes back to the past again with Baby Suggs' trip to Ohio. She is given a home by the Bodwins and begins her life as a free woman. Sethe then joins her, but their happiness is short lived as Schoolteacher comes to take Sethe and her children back to Sweet Home. They find Sethe in the barn with her two sons injured, the crawling already baby dead, and baby Denver. Stamp Paid, a friend of Baby Suggs, comes in before Sethe can kill Denver. The Schoolteacher decides that there is no use for them anymore and leaves. Baby Suggs cleans up the children and Sethe before she is taken away by the Sheriff with Denver nursing on her. This flashback then leads to Stamp Paid showing Paul D a newspaper clipping of the incident. Paul D refuses to believe that Sethe could do such a thing, but is ultimately convinced and decides to leave 124.

Stamp Paid later learns of Paul D's leaving and feels guilty for having been the cause. He tries to knock on the door of 124, but cannot find it in himself to do so. However, he does hear voices inside the home making him wonder who else could be in the home. Sethe then decides to take Beloved and Denver ice skating showing that there is still room for happiness despite Paul D leaving them. They finish the night off by the fire and it is at this point that Sethe realizes who Beloved truly is after hearing her humming a song that she had made up herself. The next day Sethe recalls her decision in leaving Sweet Home. Sethe, Halle, Paul D, and Sixo all come up with a plan to meet up and escape together. However, it ultimately ends up Sethe successfully leaving as Sixo and Paul A are killed, Halle went insane, and Paul D sent to prison.

The story then takes a different view as Sethe begins describing her thoughts regarding Beloved. She also expresses her guilt, but most of all love of Beloved. It is then followed by Denver's thoughts and she expresses her fear of her mother waking up one day and deciding to kill her too. Finally, Beloved's own thoughts are displayed. The story then switches over to Paul D who has become completely defeated. He is visited by Stamp Paid who explains to Paul D that Sethe's actions were not random acts of violence.

Back at 124, however, things are beginning to spiral. Beloved is taking complete advantage of Sethe and her guilt. Sethe is fired from her job and thus the family is suffering from hunger. Denver is left sit and watch as Beloved and Sethe go back and forth. She decides that it is up to her to find a job and support the family. Denver leaves 124 for the first time and tries to find help from her teacher Lady Jones. This then leads to the community coming together and helping Denver. They also learn of Beloved's presence in 124 and take it upon themselves to run her away. A group of 30 women start singing and heading toward the home. It is after this incident that Beloved finally leaves. Paul D returns to 124 and finds Sethe upset over losing her child again. However, Paul D reminds her that she is her own best thing and the story ends.

Characters:
Sethe: Characterized by Denver as “The one who never looked away,” Sethe embodies the human traits of womanly strength, independence and power (15). But most of all, Sethe represents the element of love in its most extreme form. Taking the risk of truly loving her children, a right denied to her in her years of slavery, Sethe reacts by loving so “thick” that she is willing to killer her own children to protect them and shoulder the guilt. Her love and care essentially defines her as a self-sacrificing figure, determined to with guilt and misery for the

sake of her children, though she is not static. The events in the novel change her and determine her desires and motivations, but she retains a desire for life and growth, even when her guilt and love for Beloved overcome it.
Beloved: The apparent physical manifestation of Sethe’s murdered third child, Beloved takes on a deeper significance as a representation of the past; not just Sethe’s murdered child, but also all the tragic, painful and horrible memories of the past that desperately struggle to stay alive from being forgotten, representing most of all those that died in during The Middle Passage, as her memories include “the men without skin bring us their morning water to drink” (248). Her presence provides the main source of conflict within the novel and forces the characters to confront the memories of their past so that they may finally move on from its grip on their lives. Her fate essentially demonstrates the novel’s theme that the past must be let go or forgotten into order to begin working towards a future.
Denver: Denver is the youngest daughter of Sethe. She is the only child left with Sethe in 124. Her birth is one of a miracle as her mother and her barely survive after running away from Sweet Home. She is given her name after a white indentured servant by the name of Amy Denver helps Sethe give birth to her. This story is her favorite because “it was all about herself” (91). Denver longs so much for a connection with someone or something. She dislikes not being a part of something because of the seclusion she has had to face most of her life. There is a brief time when Denver attends school and actually enjoys learning. However, after being asked by a classmate about her mother and the murder she committed, Denver goes deaf and “for two years she walked in silence too solid for penetration” (121). This causes her to focus on the ghost. It becomes her main companion in the home especially once her brothers leave and Baby Suggs passes away. She also relies on her imagination “cause loneliness wore her out” (35). Denver cannot bear being so isolated and does everything in her power to prevent herself from going crazy because of it. This need for companionship is then intensified once Beloved comes into the picture. Denver is the only one that immediately knows who Beloved is. She then focuses all her efforts toward taking care of her in hopes that it will always keep Beloved next to her. Eventually things begin to grow troublesome with Beloved in 124 and Denver is forced to come out of her shell. She realizes that it is she “who had to step off the edge of the world and die because if she didn't, they all would” (281). Denver begins searching for a job and in the process receives help from members of her community. She politely accepts their kindness and ensures that they receive her thanks. Therefore, showing that Denver is not simply a static character. She knows when it is time to take responsibility and act. She is bright and simply wants a life of happiness for not just her, but those around her.
Baby Suggs: Baby Suggs is a static character of the novel. She is the mother of Halle and therefore the mother-in-law of Sethe. She had eight children, but all of them except Halle were taken away from her. This upsets her especially because she only remembers bits about her children. Baby Suggs also came from Sweet Home, but is given her freedom after Halle decides to pay for it. She acquires 124 from the Bodwins in exchange for domestic work. It is then that Baby Suggs becomes a trusted person by the community. She holds gatherings at the Clearing where she tells people to look at their flesh and “love it...love it hard” (103). Baby Suggs is truly one that cares for others. She ensures that people understand their worth and is highly respected because of it. However, after a party thrown for the community causes the townspeople to suddenly change their attitude toward her, Baby Suggs is unable to handle it. She especially cannot handle the Schoolteacher coming into her yard and destroying any happiness that was once evident in 124. This forces Baby Suggs into a deep depression to the point where she simply wants to “get in [her] bed and lay down” and “fix on something harmless in this world” (211). She has become completely disillusioned. Even her own words of hope and love cannot save her from the pain that she feels. Therefore, Baby Suggs ultimately passes away leaving Sethe and Denver alone in 124.

Paul D: Paul D arrives at 124 and takes the burden off of Sethe’s shoulders. He comes “behind her and [places] his hands under her breasts” (20). As he comes to 124 as a support for Sethe, he also drives out Beloved. Paul D is one of the Sweet Home men. He prides himself in being a “man” rather than an animal slave. When the Schoolteacher arrives at Sweet Home however, his life begins to change. He began to realize “a truth that waved like a scarecrow in rye: they were only Sweet Home men at Sweet Home. One step off that ground and they were trespassers among the human race” (147-148). Paul D begins to question his manhood as he slowly begins to reevaluate his life after he fears facing his past. He realizes that he has created this fairytale image of himself and his life. He questions if he would have been the same person if Darner had not taught him those things. Paul D fears facing the horrid past he had during prison, where he was treated like an animal—locked in a box, chained by the neck, and sexually abused. He feels he did himself a favor when he finally puts “Alfred, Georgia, Sixo, schoolteacher, Halle, his brothers, Sethe, Mister, the taste of iron, the sight of butter, the smell of hickory, notebook paper, one by one, into the tobacco tin lodged in his chest,” (133). His refusal to confront himself robs him of his happiness. As he begins to fall in love with Sethe, his tobacco tin heart prevents their relationship from moving forward. He feels shamed that he would have “to ask the woman he wanted to protect to help him do it, God damn it to hell” (149). He feels disgusted that he is being manipulated by a girl, Beloved. He realizes that even though he is a self-proclaimed “man,” he has less freedom than the rooster, Mister, who “couldn’t even get out the shell by hisself but he was still king” (87). Paul D is simply defeated by his inability to come to terms with his own identity.
Halle: Halle is Sethe’s husband and Baby Sugg’s son. He is the man Sethe chose to marry out of all the Sweet Home men, because he was caring for his mother. He decided to buy Baby Suggs out of marriage with himself. Though Halle is shown “mercy” and “kindness” when Mr. Garner allows him to buy his mother out of slavery, he is well aware of their hypocritical ways. Sethe says that the Garners are different—they talk “soft”. Halle disagrees he says, “It don’t matter, Sethe. What they say is the same. Loud or soft” (231). Halle understands that though Garner allowed him to buy his mother out of slavery, he only let him buy her out of slavery. Nothing less. He is well aware of his worth and worries who is going to “buy you out? Or me? Or [Beloved]?” (232). He wants to protect Sethe and his family, but has no means of doing so. The only conclusion he comes to later is attempting to escape from Sweet Home. He loses his mind just before the escape however, when he witnesses Sethe being raped and having her milk taken by the Schoolteacher’s nephews. The last time Paul D saw Halle, he was “sitting by the churn. He had butter all over his face” (82). Witnessing his wife being raped cracked Halle. He lost his mind. The horrors and effects of slavery are shown through Halle’s character. He is a character that persevere through virtually everything. He succeeded in buying his mother out of slavery, something seldom heard or accomplished. He was on the verge of escaping from slavery himself, yet the scene of his wife being raped is what drives him to insanity. This is both pitiful and cruel. He survives so much to be finally defeated by an act not even committed to himself. But this shows that slavery is cruel not in necessarily the physical sense, but the toll it takes on a man’s pride, his view of morals and the toll it takes on those who he loves around him.

Stamp Paid: Stamp Paid is a highly respected man in the community. He can go into anyone’s house without telling them beforehand. He has the luxury of walking in doors without knocking. The only house he is unable to do this is 124. He was once welcome in that house as well. He helps Sethe achieve freedom and saves Denver’s life. When Sethe kills Beloved, however, he turns his back on 124 like the rest of the community. He even tells Paul D about Sethe murdering Beloved. Stamp Paid begins to feel guilt when he learns that Paul D leaves Sethe after learning about the murder. Stamp Paid soon begins to wonder if he “was not the high minded Soldier of Christ he thought he was, but an ordinary, plain meddler who had interrupted something going along just fine for the sake of truth and forewarning, things he set much store by” (200). He realizes that his own desire to be so perfect and painstakingly “holy” and just all the time has brought more harm than good. Stamp Paid has always been under the impression that he is a man of the community. He sacrifices himself constantly for others. But “over and over again he tried it: made up his mind to visit Sethe; broke through the loud hasty voices to the mumbling beyond it and stopped, trying to figure out what to do at the door…and tried to knock… but the coldness of the gesture—its sign that he was indeed a stranger at the gate—overwhelmed him…he sighed. Spirit willing; flesh weak” (203). Stamp Paid is choked by his own fear of what lies in 124 and his identity as a stranger. Stamp Paid was originally known as Josh, but when he allowed his wife to sleep with his master’s son, he snapped. When she was sleeping with the white man, he would not touch her or even talk to her. Finally when she returned and said “I’m back, Josh” he look deat the back of her neck and “break it. You know, like a twig—just snap it” (275). Though he did not break his wife’s neck, he changed his name to “Stamp Paid”. He changes his name out of anger, convinced that now all of his debts must be “paid”.
Sixo: Perhaps the only true “man” within the novel, Sixo is perhaps the strongest

representation of the African heritage and culture, both incredibly hard-working and dedicated to his family and beliefs. His presence embodies a connection with the past African culture, as “Sixo went among trees at night. For dancing, he said, to keep his bloodlines open, he said” (30). He acts as an embodiment of the “Sixty Million and more”, his actions and subsequent death highlight the theme of manhood in the novel as well as the destruction of all sense of culture and identity through slavery.

The Garners: The owners of Sweet Home, the slave plantation that claims that, in the words of Mr. Garner, “my niggers is men every one of them. Bought em thataway, raised em thataway. Men every one” (12). They assist in creating one of the main conflicts within the novel, as their “better” treatment of slaves makes schoolteachers arrival all the more damaging. Additionally, they serve to introduce ambiguity into the novel, as though the Garner’s treat the slaves as “men,” they still retain them as slaves, a morally unjustifiable position.

Schoolteacher: The replacement for Mr. Garner after his death, school teacher effectively embodies the white population and their views and beliefs towards blacks, free or slave. His entire personality summed up with “Clever, but schoolteacher beat him anyway to show him that definitions belonged to the definers-not the defined,” he causes much of the future conflict with Sethe and Beloved by forcing her to try and kill her children (199). His actions and views are what break most, if not all, of the “Sweet Home Men,” exemplifying fully slavery’s

ability to destroy man’s sense of self and humanity.

The Nephews: Schoolteacher’s nephews, they embody both the ignorance and utter disregard for human dignity that manifest into the cruelty exhibited by schoolteacher as an adult. When Sethe murders the crawling already? Baby, the nephew’s only thought is “What she go and do that for? On account of a beating,” completely and utterly disregarding his theft of her milk as a “reason” for her actions (177). The stolen milk not even occurring to the nephew, his ignorance

demonstrates most likely the thoughts shared by other ignorant whites within the population.

The Bodwins: One of Cincinnati’s advocates against slavery, the Bodwin’s effectively portray the prevailing white hatred and sense of superiority over the blacks, even if thought they oppose the peculiar institution of slavery. So much so that they have furniture of “a blackboy’s mouth full of money” sitting on a shelf by the backdoor, they express how opposed the white community is towards blacks because of their skin, as the Bodwin’s, despite being a strong

advocate for the abolition of slavery and the freeing of slaves, are still racists.

Lady Jones: The old teacher of Denver, because she withdrew from society and the community, Lady Jones is unique in that she is of mixed blood, which invariably affects her behavior and beliefs. Frankly stated as “Lady Jones was mixed,” as if though the phrase were repulsive to pronounce, this heritage forces her to attempt to assert her color by marrying the “blackest”

man she can (271).

Amy Denver: An indentured servant that saves Sethe’s life, Amy Denver serves to convey how blacks are not the only ones affected by slavery and prejudice. “You better tell her. You hear? Say Miss Amy Denver. Of Boston” being the only time she tells Sethe her full name, Amy Denver is also the source of Denver’s name, foreshadowing Denver’s development of character traits like Amy Denver, the woman who helped give birth to her (100).

Ella: a powerful, hardworking and competent woman, Ella is both an embodiment and perhaps even celebration of womanly strength and fortitude. Described as a “practical woman who believed there was a root either to chew or avoid for every ailment,” Ella sets into motion the “rescue” of Sethe from Beloved and highlights one of the novel’s themes, as she holly sponsors the belief that the past is something “to live behind” (302).

Symbols:
Sethe’s milk symbolized her ability to provide for her children. Her milk is something she produces herself, naturally. When Sethe is raped by the Schoolteacher’s nephews, they took her milk. Paul D asks her questions—if “they used cowhide on you.. they beat you when you was pregnant?”—but instead of answering his questions, Sethe repeatedly says to Paul D “and they took my milk” (20). She tells Paul D that he does not know “what it’s like to send your children off when your breasts are full” (19). When Sethe is robbed of her milk, she is put to the breaking point. She is able to endure all other abuse from slavery, physical abuse, even sexual abuse is nothing to her anymore. But when she is robbed of the right and the bond that is exclusively formed between a mother and a child, she is damaged permanently. Her milk was the one thing that she could undeniably provide for her children, because she was in sole control of it, until it was stolen from her. This symbol also shows why Sethe is so vulnerable when Paul D reenters her life. She is relieved when he comes “behind her and [places] his hands under her breasts” (20). For the first time in years, Sethe feels that she can lean on someone else in turn.

The scar on the back of Sethe’s back symbolizes the permanent damage slavery has caused her, but also the shared pain that all slaves and African Americans feel. When Paul D “rubbed his cheek on her back and learned that way her sorrow, the roots of it; its wide trunk and intricate branches,” the origin of Sethe’s sorrow is shown (20). Her pain originated from Sweet Home, the “wide trunk” that splits into “intricate branches” into her current life and ultimately her children’s lives as well. The chokecherry tree symbolizes the continuous and long lasting effects of slavery. The symbol ties in with the word “rememory” that Morrison creates in this novel. Though Denver, Beloved and the brothers have never truly experienced slavery themselves, they are still afraid of the white man and Beloved is even killed by the long lasting effects of slavery. This symbol shows that actual experience by a person is not needed to understand the essence of a person, place, or idea. Sethe’s chokecherry tree is enough to translate her fear and hatred of slavery into both her children’s lives. It is also signifigant that the image of Sethe’s scar is described as a chokecherry tree, for trees are often what slaves or African Americans were hanged on. Despite this, Paul D still finds comfort in trees and says “his little love was a tree, old, wide, and beckoning” (260). His description of the tree symbolizes the ways in which it reflects the history of slaves. The history of slaves are “old” in American history (260). As Sethe’s scar shows, the roots and trunks are wide and deep. This shows how this horrid tradition of enslaving a man is buried deep in America’s history and mindset. The tree which symbolizes the lineage of slavery to Paul D, is “beckoning” despite its many horrors (260). Slavery, is what connects all the African Americans in America. It connects all the slaves together. It is a common ground that all blacks stand on and are able to relate to each other on. Though it is a pitiful median to depend on, the blacks must rely on it, for they have nothing else.
An additional symbol encountered in the novel is that of the color red, effectively embodying life and vitality but in both forms of life and death. Numerous examples of the color are encountered in the novel, from Paul D’s beating “red” heart to, in stark contrast, Stamp Paid’s red ribbon that he “was still fingering” when he goes to speak to Paul D (271). To this degree, red symbolizes life, but its differing and varying uses highlight its apparent duality, that red can mean both life and death, depending on the context. This duality resonates with one of the novels themes of love, as loving effectively acts as a double-edged sword; it can bring meaning to a slaves life, but also destroy them when what they love is destroyed. Regardless, red symbolizes the central aspect of life, its presence tempered with caution as it may bring either happiness or sorrow.

Archetypes:
The Outcast: Sethe and ultimately her whole family are considered outcasts after she kills Beloved. When she refuses to apologize for her actions and attend Baby Sugg’s funeral service, the rest of the community “ate the food they brought and did not touch Sethe’s, who did not touch theirs and forbade Denver too” (202). The community is unable to understand how Sethe could possibly murder her own children. Sethe is angry that she even has to explain why she killed her own child. She knew slavery would “dirty you so bad you forgot who you were and couldn’t think it up…whites might dirty her all right, but not her best thing, her beautiful, magical best thing—the part of her that was clean…and no one, nobody on this earth, would list her daughter’s characteristics on the animal side of the paper” (295-296). Slavery is worse than death in Sethe’s eyes. Sethe’s role as an outcast shows how much she truly loves her children. Her love for them is so strong and unconditional that she willingly accepts her role as an outcast to stand firmly by her reason for protecting her children. Her family’s role as an outcast is also essential for the plot to advance. Because the community remained oblivious to Beloved’s arrival in 124, the plot is able to advance.

Death and Rebirth: Beloved is killed by Sethe and haunts 124, but takes human form after Paul D beats her out of the house. Beloved is killed by Sethe as a baby when Sethe sees the Schoolteacher arriving at 124. When she sees the Schoolteacher’s hat all her memories and fears about slavery and Sweet Home come rushing back to her. Her fear of what may happen to her children as slaves is portrayed by the buzzing beat of hummingbird wings; that fear propels her, so she “just flew” with her children (193). Sethe succeeds in killing Beloved, an act that causes her to be put in jail and also lose the respect and friendship of virtually the whole community. Though Sethe kills Beloved, she is the one who suffers the most from the incident. She remembers vividly “what it took to drag the teeth of that saw under the little chin; to feel the baby blood pump like oil in her hands; to hold her face so her head would stay on; to squeeze her so she could absorb, still, the death spasms that shot through that adored body, plump and sweet with life” (295). Beloved is unable to understand how someone who has the “same face” as her, could possibly kill her. Beloved ultimately returns to 124 to seek revenge from Sethe. Denver understands the connection between the two women; “Sethe was trying ot make up for the handsaw; Beloved was making her pay for it” (295). Though Beloved loves Sethe, her love is possessive and abusive. She wants to make Sethe pay for robbing their potential life and time together. Sethe, though she feels her decision is justified and out of love, is still haunted every day by the act and willingly takes the ‘punishment’ from Beloved.
Shy, Lonely Young Girl: Another archetype exists only temporarily in Denver, before she is forced to grow to strength and maturity to maintain Sethe and Beloved, as the shy, lonely child yearning for a friend or companion. While her motivations and desires are far removed from those of the archetypal shy, lonely girl (her only source of company is a ghost that she practically obsesses

over) she still exhibits most of its qualities, especially when Paul D first arrives and Denver “stood on the bottom step and was suddenly hot and shy” (14). The archetype serves to quickly characterize and attribute the essential aspects of Denver’s character, essentially creating a core idea of Denver’s personality that is modified and developed further on into the novel, from her animosity towards Paul D to her obsession over Beloved. She retains the essence of the shy, lonely girl until she eventually sheds the archetype at the end of the novel, the situation molding her into the strong, independent woman that contrasts so strongly with the shy, dependent daughter of Sethe and Halle.

Allusions:
One allusion made in the novel is the Middle Passage. This allusion is demonstrated through Beloved who describes being in a “dark” place where it is “hot” and there is “nothing to breathe down there and no room to move in” (89). Beloved is trying to depict what it is like to be on a boat traveling to the United States from Africa. She is showing how badly the Africans are treated as they are transported. There is no mercy shown to them. It is as if they are simply objects. Beloved also expresses the misery experienced by the Africans. She shows that their suffering and mistreatment starts from their roots. It only escalates from then on.

Another allusion made is to the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. This allusion takes place when the “schoolteacher, one nephew, one slave catcher, and a sheriff” come to 124 to take Sethe and her children back to Sweet Home (174). By alluding to the Four Horsemen, Morrison demonstrates all the fear and evil that is associated with them. They are not merely four men, but four men capable of great evil. This is what then ultimately drives Sethe to attempt to take her children's lives. She refuses to see them suffer under the han of these dark people. The allusion also shows how their arrival demonstrates the end of Sethe's happy world.
Finally, there is an allusion to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. As Christianity claims that God sent down His one and only son to be sacrificed for the people’s sins, this act of humility is compared with Sethe’s infamous deed. Sethe claims she murdered her own child in order to prevent her child from experiencing the dehumanization of slavery and reflects the ultimate sacrifice of God. By alluding to the Biblical event, Sethe’s courage and willingness to deal with the burden and guiltiness is illuminated as well as the salvation that Beloved’s death brought “Give up her life, every minute and hour of it, to take back just one of Beloved’s tears. Did she know it hurt her when mosquitoes bit her baby?” (242).
Motifs:
One motif in the novel is the motif of colors. The colors demonstrate the happiness that once so strongly existed in 124. However, with the murder of the crawling already baby and the community's sudden anger toward the family, the happiness is destroyed. Sethe describes how Baby Suggs' room was “slate-colored, the floor earth-brown, the wooden dresses the color of itself, curtains white” (47). There is nothing that stands out which reflects the long life of suffering they had to deal with. There is no sign of happiness or hope. This is then why Baby Suggs focuses on “two orange squares in a quilt” (46). These two bright orange pieces demonstrate the brief moment of happiness in 124. It gives a feeling of life that the rest of the room does not. This also goes along with Sethe who no longer takes notice of color after seeing her baby's headstone. It is as if is no longer as bright and cheerful now that this has happened to their family and therefore the disappearance of color for Sethe. The whole world around her has simply become bleak and dark.

Another motif in the novel is the motif of breasts or milk. This motif demonstrates Sethe's unfailing motherly nature and overall love for her children. When telling Paul D about the attack on her in the barn, Sethe emphasizes the fact that “they took [her] milk” (20). For Sethe, milk is the basis of life for her children. It is what measures her worth and capability as a mother. She wants to provide all that she can and the milk that comes naturally within her is her greatest tool in doing so. Breasts also add to this idea. As she becomes intimate with Paul D, Sethe wonders how it would feel to be “relieved of the weight of her breasts” (21). She is carrying with her the pressures of her role as a mother. She simply wants to do the best that she can for her children, but the struggles she experiences makes it difficult for her to ultimately do so.
Finally, there is the motif of obsession. Many conflicts occur from the effects of obsession such as Denver’s obsession of Beloved and Beloved’s obsession of Sethe. The behavior around obsession reflect the strong love and bond for loved ones that slaves shared as they had nothing else to hold onto to call their own. Sethe even says that her children were her which illuminates her motherly nature and also her grasping onto the only thing she had left “For a used-to-be-slave woman to love anything that much was dangerous, especially if it was her children she had settle on to love” (45).

Themes:

Man’s sense of self and identity is basic and inherent; it exists and develops naturally because it is a natural sense of awareness in a thinking human being. But institutions such as slavery deny this “unalienable” right, effectively degrading and even destroying an individual’s sense of self, identity and manhood, essentially making those in slavery as less than human. But

skin color has no effect on an individual’s thoughts or feelings; they are just as much human as are those with different skin types, but the treatment and abuse those enslaved undergo denies them any sense of freedom or true human happiness.

Slavery as an institution grants the slave owner an inherently unjustifiably “higher” position to the slave owner, as no human being inherently is “better” in rights and privilege than others. Paul D himself struggles greatly with this question, of whether he is a man with rights or a slave that, to him, is no better than a rooster named “Mister.” After having sex with Beloved and leaving Sethe, Paul D’s past horrors are thrust back into his life, leaving him helpless and paralyzed with the question of whether he truly is a man or not. The question

itself is practically an unnecessary one, but slavery’s presence and influence within his life has essentially broken this inherent belief and forced Paul D to find some way to answer it. While it may be a normal question for children, Paul D is a grown man still facing this issue, and the amount of abuse and prejudice that were needed to make him doubt himself essentially destroy him as a human being.

Furthermore, the “peculiar” institution does not merely end at causing individuals to doubt themselves; the violence and cruelty directed to the enslaved can be so intense and evil that they drive people to death, in numbers that compare to genocide. Baby Suggs essentially lives a horrible and painful life under slavery, one where almost all of her children are taken from her and she is denied both the right to be a human and a mother. She finds some peace

when she is eventually freed, but when white men return and essentially destroy her “free” life as well, she, quite simply, gives up, and spends the rest of her life contemplating color. Slavery essentially destroys everything that she holds dear in her life, and even when she is rid of the dehumanizing bondage, she is not truly “free.” Her years in slavery have done irreparable damage to her being and identity, the final straw essentially destroying any hope she has of a happy life and, by extension, killing her.

Inherently, slavery is morally and ethically unjustifiable and evil, because not only does it move people to both question themselves and life, but it also forces them to become something less than human entirely. When Sethe escapes slavery and reaches safety in Baby Suggs’s home, she lives happily and carefree for 28 days, like a real human being. But when Schoolteacher arrives to take her back into slavery, in an act of desperation Sethe attempts to do the unthinkable: murder her children. While she is not entirely successful, she succeeds in murdering her third child by slitting its throat, committing infanticide in order to prevent her from ever returning back into slavery. The act is unfathomable, perhaps one of the most horrible and unspeakable crimes, but Sethe commits it anyway because she considers slavery a worse fate. To kill one’s children, one has to be willing to sink to something less than human. Sethe, because of slavery, makes the decision without a second thought.
Whether we want it or not, the past has an undeniable influence on our lives and actions; it is where experience is taken, habits and fears begotten, thoughts and beliefs formed. The past is a central part of the present and, paradoxically, the future, but too much emphasis can lead to emotional paralysis. In Toni Morrison’s novel, Beloved, she conveys how the past, if not let go or controlled, can prevent individuals from growing as human beings, a theme of how, through her characters, the past must be left behind in order for one to have a future.

Those that let the past and its cruelty define and control them invariably face an emotional and mental paralysis that, unless properly addressed, will force them to cope in some negative way. Paul D himself faces this conflict, having both been abused physically, mental and sexually as a slave under schoolteacher and a prisoner in Alfred, Georgia. So hurt and degraded by his experiences, he essentially assumes the philosophy of “loving only a little”

and locking all his emotions into a tobacco tin can which protects and alienates him from other human beings. While Paul D attempts to move on with his life, the tobacco tin prevents him from truly forming any lasting relationships with others, which leaves him helpless against Beloved, the embodiment of the past.

If the past carries with it great sadness and sorrow, it can potentially destroy a person’s sense of hope and future, if allowed to. Baby Sugg’s is given a chance to move on from her life of slavery after Halle buys her freedom, choosing to use her heart to help others by preaching to the black community, and she manages to move on from her past. But when her past returns in the form of Sethe, the last form of family that she has, and white cruelty and slavery reassert themselves upon her life, Baby Sugg’s completely loses hope that she will ever be free of “white folks,” and so withdraws from life and society. The past is not something that Baby Sugg’s can forget; it influences and determines, for her, what her future may be like. And here, the past has real and permanent consequences, as while the event between Sethe and schoolteacher does not actually kill her, it affects her so much that she cannot chooses to not live any longer.

The guilt of past, if it does not remain in the past, can stifle and suffocate them if it is not addressed or corrected in some way. If nothing else, the past is most strongly embodied inBeloved herself, the singular representation of the past. Her presence is initially positive in the household, both helping Sethe and giving her and Denver a sense of happiness they had lost. However, when Sethe finally discovers Beloved’s identity, the guilt of the past inevitably becomes a central part of her life, spending all her time, energy and money to try and correct it, an impossible task as the past is impossible to satisfy. Sethe is unable to move on from the past, instead attempting to try and appease or satisfy it by seeking forgiveness, and Beloved’s response illuminates how the past is insatiable. One can only move on from it.
Human beings are inherently social creatures; human companionship, friendship and love is a necessity for a happy and enjoyable life. But human society and community goes further than that, as only through cooperation can people accomplish tasks that are impossible for a single human being. In Toni Morrison’s novel, Beloved, she demonstrates how community and society are central necessities in a person’s life; the loss of anyone prevents growth, change

and life itself.

Isolation and solitude fails to give a person a sense of self or meaning, as living for oneself does not offer any higher cause or idea to dedicate oneself too. This idea of isolation is embodied most strongly in Paul D himself, who, after escaping from captivity, spends almost 18 years walking and wandering aimlessly, without a purpose or cause. His life would have remained like that had he not met Sethe, who moves him to settle down and begin trying to build something worthwhile with her, leading him to find honest work and begin building a life together with her. Had he not met Sethe, it is very likely Paul D would have never stopped walking for anything. His meeting and interaction with Sethe, with another human being, allows him to grow and try to move on from the past. Whether he succeeds is a different story, but nonetheless, the encounter improves him as a human being.

While the human spirit is very strong on its own, there are certain problems that a single person cannot resolve on their own. Sethe herself, perhaps one of the strongest and resilient woman within the novel, having escaped from slavery while pregnant and spent 18 years raising her children alone, dealing with an abusive ghost and constantly beating back the past,

is unable to fight or resist Beloved when she becomes needy and abusive, despite how she is slowly dying from trying to satisfy her. It takes a collective effort from the community, Denver and Ella to essentially save her from Beloved, something that she could not have done on her own. The community essentially helps and protects Sethe when she is incapable of doing so, allowing her to survive and overcome problems that where beyond her on her own.

Finally, only through community and human interaction can an individual grow and develop as a human being. Denver initially begins the novel as a lonely, dependent and greatly immature woman, more akin to a child than an 18 year old woman. However, upon Beloved’s arrival and later abuse of her mother, she is forced to reconnect with the community she left behind almost 18 years ago, a rekindling of connections that allows her to become a working member of the community and mature and develop as an individual. Only through the interaction with other people does Denver grow, because it is the interaction with other people that forces her to change and learn to survive. Through such interactions, she learns more about the world and, willingly or not, grows as an individual, a growth that would be impossible if she were simply isolated all the time.
Memorable Quotes:

· “There is no bad luck in the world but whitefolks” (105).

· “Can't nothing heal without pain you know” (92).

· “You your best thing, Sethe. You are” (322).

· “Mister was allowed to be and stay what he was. But I wasn't allowed to be and stay what I was” (86).

· “And they took my milk” (20).

Distinctive Characteristics:

The novel is quite unique in that it departs numerous times from the ordinary conventions of the style. Toni Morrison enters several times into a stream of consciousness, divided into separate sections, with the three main characters, allowing for more informative characterization and analysis of the thoughts and feelings of said characters. Additionally, the novel often very subtly slips into the past, quietly and almost imperceptibly, mimicking the way memories flood back into mind during day to day events. Additionally, the novel is unique in that it has no numbered chapters; the events of the book are divided into parts and sections, but are not numbered.

