Reading Between the Lines
Directions: Each of the passages below has a simple obvious meaning and a more subtle, deeper, implied meaning. Read each carefully, and then respond to the question that follows (page number may not be exact). Fill in the 5w’s & h for each.
1. Reuven believes “[v]irtuosity in Talmud was the achievement most sought after by every student of a yeshiva, for it was an automatic guarantee of a reputation for brilliance” (10).

What does this imply about Reuven’s values?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

2. When the Hasid team arrives, Reuven “saw Davy Cantor kick nervously at the wire screen behind home plate, then put his hands into the pockets of his dungarees” (14).

What can you infer about Davy’s attitude toward the Hasid team?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:
3.  When Danny Saunders comes up for his last at bat, “the yeshiva team was very quiet, and the rabbi had begun to chew his lip” (32).

What does the author imply about the importance of this at bat?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

4. When Mr. Malter comes to visit Reuven in the hospital, Reuven notices that “his sparse gray hair lay uncombed on his head. That was unusual for [his] father. [Reuven] never remembered him leaving the house without first combing his hair” (40).

What does this imply about Mr. Malter?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

5. When Reuven tells Danny that his “father must be quite a man [Danny gets a] cold, glassy stare in his eyes [and begins] to play absent-mindedly with one of his earlocks” (72).

What does Danny’s behavior imply about his feelings for his father?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

6. Mr. Malter believes “[p]eople are not always what they seem to be” (74), so when Reuven tells his father about the second visit with Danny, Mr. Malter is not surprised.
What conclusions can the reader draw about Danny?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

7. Danny tells Reuven he does not want to be a tzaddik because he feels “a little trapped [but he seems to feel that he’ll] work it though—somehow” (87).

What does the author imply here about Danny’s feelings?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

8. While Reuven and his father are talking about Danny and Reb Saunders’ relationship, Reuven exclaims that he “can’t get over [Danny] being the son of Reb Saunders [and his father replies] Danny can’t get over either” (86).

What does this imply about Mr. Malter’s knowledge of Danny?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

9. When Reuven tells his father about the public testing of Danny, Mr. Malter replies, “A man can do whatever he wishes to test his son’s knowledge. But there are other ways than the way of Reb Saunders” (140).

What does Mr. Malter think of the public testing?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

H
ow:

10. Reuven tells the reader that “Reb Saunders was far happier when he lost to Danny than when he won” (155-56).

What does the author imply about Reb Saunders here?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

11. When Reuven uses scientific criticism to explain a passage in Rav Gershenson’s class the teacher tells him, “your father is a great scholar and a great teacher. But you must not use this method in my class” 9238).

What does the author imply about Rav Gershenson?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

12. When Reuven goes to the library, he cannot find any articles written by Rav Gershenson. It was at this point “that [he] understood why [his] father was not teaching at this school” (238).
What does Reuven understand about his father and the college?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

13. Talking about Danny’s being raised in silence, Mr. Malter exclaims, “What a price to pay for a soul” (244).

What is the author implying here about the reason for silence and the problems?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

14. Reb Saunders believes that “[a]ll [Danny’s] life he will be a tzaddik. He will be a tzaddik for the world” (267).

What does this imply about Reb Saunders?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

15. When he is asked at the end of the book whether he will raise his own son in silence, Danny replies, “Yes, if I cannot find another way” (271).

What does Danny imply here about his feeling about silence?

Who:

To/about Whom:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

