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Date: ____________________

The Lord of the Flies 5-Paragraph Interpretive Essay

Thesis/Topic Sentence/Textual Evidence Outline

Directions: Complete each of the boxes below as assigned. 
1) Record the prompt here. 

Look at The Lord of the Flies as an allegorical work, in which the characters represent abstract ideas. Choose one of the main characters of the novel and discuss him as a symbol. Analyze how the character furthers the plot in terms of what he represents. Thesis: For your central argument, describe in detail what the character of your choice represents. In turn, explain how that character tries to influence or change the course of events, and how he succeeds or fails in doing so, in the early chapters of the novel, in the middle, and at the end.  

2) Draft a thesis that responds to that prompt sufficiently to develop a 5-paragraph essay

Roger represents a dark, cruel, and even sadistic aspect of human nature. In the beginning we see his desire to harm others, especially those who are most vulnerable, but he is still held back by rules and order. As the society, breaks down he is given more reign to express his vicious side.  He becomes Jack’s right hand man, a counterpoint to Piggy, who is Ralph’s advisor. At the end of the novel, under Jack’s tyrannical leadership, Roger becomes the torturer, the one who does Jack’s dirty work, and is given carte blanche to exercise his cruel whims. As such, he dramatically helps bring about the complete degeneration of the boys’ society into savagery. 

Thesis check-off list: 


____includes an argument that relates directly to the prompt 

____ presents argument that can be addressed in three body paragraphs (thesis sub-points)

3) Draft a topic sentence for body paragraph one that supports your thesis.

TS: Body Paragraph #1:_____Early on in the novel, Roger is characterized as having a mean streak and desiring to hurt others, especially those who are weaker than he is. At one point he finds some of the littluns playing by themselves and acts like a bully: 

TS check-off list: _____ directly supports the thesis
______ wording differs from the thesis while reiterating

4) Find two quotes that support your thesis and your topic sentence for paragraph 1. 

Quote #1: “Roger led the way straight through the castles, kicking them over, burying the flowers, scattering the chosen stones…. He was not noticeably darker than when he had dropped in, but the shock of black hair, down his nape and low on his forehead, seems to suit his gloomy face and made what had seemed at first an unsociable remoteness into something forbidding” (Golding 60).

Quote #2: “ Roger gathered a handful of stones and began to throw them. Yet there was a space round Henry…into which he dare not throw. Here, invisible yet strong, was the taboo of the old life. Round the squatting child was the protection of parents and school and policemen and the law. Roger’s arm was conditioned by a civilization that knew nothing of him and was in ruins” (Golding 62).

Quote check-off list: _____ directly supports the TS argument
______ introduced and well-integrated 

_____quoted accurately
______ cited correctly

5) Draft a topic sentence for body paragraph two that supports your thesis.

TS: Body Paragraph #2:___By the middle of the novel, Roger has more opportunities to express his cruel nature, as one of Jack’s hunters. He lends support to Jack’s rebellion and thereby quickens the descent into chaos and disorder on the island. 

TS check-off list: _____ directly supports the thesis
______ wording differs from the thesis while reiterating it

6) Find two quotes that support your thesis and your topic sentence for paragraph 2. 

Quote #1: “All at once Robert was screaming and struggling with the strength of frenzy. Jack had him by the hair was brandishing his knife. Behind him was Roger, fighting to get close” (114) 

Quote #2:_”Roger, uncommunicative by nature, said nothing. He offered no opinion on the beast nor told Ralph why he had chosen to come on this mad expedition. He simply sat and rocked the trunk gently. Ralph noticed a rapid and infuriating tapping noise and realized that Roger was banging his silly wooden stick against something” (121).

(135)

Quote check-off list: _____ directly supports the TS argument
______ introduced and integrated well

_____quoted accurately
______ cited correctly

7) Draft a topic sentence for body paragraph three that supports your thesis.

TS: Body Paragraph #3: At the end of the novel, when Jack has started his own tribe, Roger is given permission to use violence to keep the other boys in line and in the war that they wage on Piggy and Ralph. 

TS check-off list: _____ directly supports the thesis
______ wording differs from the thesis while reiterating it

8) Find two quotes that support your thesis and your topic sentence for paragraph 3. 

Quote #1: ____”Roger received this news as an illumination. He ceased to work at his tooth and sat still, assimilating the possibilities of irresponsible authority” (159-160).

Quote #2: “In the silence [there was] a curious air-noise, close by Ralph’s head. He gave it half his attention—and there it was again; a faint ‘Zup!’ Someone was throwing stones: Roger was dropping them, his one hand still on the lever (180)

(182) 188-189)

Quote check-off list: _____ directly supports the TS argument
______ introduced and integrated well

_____quoted accurately
______ cited correctly

