Mother Tongue Analysis

Directions:  Take apart the following comments and/or statements Amy Tan makes about the English language and how English has affected her own life.  Use complete sentences and be very thorough in your explanations.  The page numbers are in parentheses if you need context clues.  Do this on your own paper.

1. “I am a writer.  And by that definition, I am someone who has always loved language.” (189)

2. “…the power of language—the way it can evoke an emotion, a visual image, a complex idea, or a simple truth.” (189)

3. “…standard English that I had learned in school and through books…” (190)
4. “…a different sort of English that relates to family talk, the language I grew up with.” (190)

5. Why does Tan use these words when referring to her mother’s English:  broken, fractured, limited? (191)

6. “Sociologists and linguists probably will tell you that a person’s developing language skills are more influenced by peers.  But I do think that the language spoken in the family, especially in immigrant families which are more insular, plays a large role in shaping the language of the child.” (193)

7. What is an “associative situation”? Give an example. (195)

8. “I wanted to capture what language ability tests can never reveal:  her intent, her passion, her imagery, the rhythms of her speech and the nature of her thoughts.” (196)
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