Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” Vocabulary
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1. alms

2. Pretender in Spain=James Edward Stuart—the “pretender,” or claimant to the English throne, from which his father, James II, had been deposed in 1688. Because he was Roman Catholic, the common people of Ireland were loyal to him. 
3. prodigious

4. professed
5. dam=female parent (used almost exclusively of farm animals)

6. raiment
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7. rudiments

8. fricassee/ragout=types of meat stews
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9. prolific

10. popish/papists=Roman Catholics
11. shilling=20 shillings equal 1 pound
12. repine

13. scrupulous
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14. expedient

15. Psalmanazar=a French impostor in London, who called himself George Psalmanazar and pretended to be from Formosa (now Taiwan)—where, he said, cannibalism was practiced.
16. gibbet= gallows

17. groat=old British coin with 4 pennies

18. desponding

19. maimed

20. encumbrance

21. tithes
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22. annum

23. vinters

24. inducement

25. emulation

26. farrow

27. enumerated
28. propagation

29. parsimony
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30. disobliging

31. inclemencies
