[image: image1.jpg]


To Kill a Mockingbird Journal Requirements
For Chapters 1-11, please do the following for each chapter:





 1) Answer study guide questions (You do not have to copy down the questions)

-OR-
      Find at least 3 quotes in the chapter and provide thorough analysis about its importance

2) Define at least 3 vocabulary words you did not know
3) Answer chapter prompts with a minimum of one paragraph
For Chapters 12-31, please do the following for each chapter:

1) Produce 2-3 questions/predictions

2) Define at least 3 vocabulary words you did not know

3) Answer chapter prompts OR complete double-entry journals for at least 3 quotes
4) Include any of the following:

*Flow-charts of the chapter events

*Images to help you remember/understand the chapter


*Drawings, symbols 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
** PLEASE CLEARLY LABEL & HIGHLIGHT THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS- 
points will be deducted if sections are not clearly labeled! **

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CHAPTER 1__________________________________________________________________   
1. In what state does the novel take place?

2. What does the children’s father, Atticus Finch, do for a living?

3. Read about Arthur “Boo” Radley. 


A) What did he do as a teenager that got him in trouble with the law? 


B) What did he do at age 33 that got him arrested? 


C) Why was he locked in the courthouse basement instead of jail?

4. What act of courage on Jem’s part ends the chapter?

5. Who is Calpurnia and what is she like?

6. What do you learn in this chapter about Maycomb, Atticus Finch and his family? 

7. What do you learn about Dill's character? 

8. What, briefly, has happened to Arthur “Boo” Radley since his youth? 

9. Why does the Radley place fascinate Scout, Jem and Dill? 

10. From whose point of view is the story told?  Identify and describe this character. What do you notice about the narrative voice and viewpoint in the novel? 
Chapter One Prompt: (paragraph)

What do you think is happening in the last paragraph of the chapter?  What literary device does the writer use in this paragraph?    

CHAPTER 2__________________________________________________________________

1. Why is Scout so looking forward to starting school? 
2. On her first day of school, Scout gets in trouble for three things. List them.

3. Describe the new teacher, Miss Caroline Fisher.

4. Describe Walter Cunningham’s physical appearance.

5. What is the Cunningham family like?

6. What do two of the “errors” Scout commits the first day of school have in common with one another? What does this tell you about Scout’s first six years of life?

7. Why does Jem not want anything to do with Scout at school? Is his behaviour typical of an older child? 

8. What do you think of Miss Caroline Fisher as a teacher? Can you find qualities which would make her good or not so good at her job? 
CHAPTER 3__________________________________________________________________
1. Why is Scout angry with Walter? How does she handle her anger?

2. Why does Walter accept Jem and Scout’s invitation to eat at their house?

3. Why hasn’t Walter passed the first grade yet? Why does he think he might have a chance to pass it this year?

4. Describe Burris Ewell. What does he call Miss Caroline? Where did he learn such language?

5. Atticus tells Scout that she will “get along better with all sorts of folks”- even Burris Ewell- if she can “learn a simple trick…” Finish this quote. And then explain what he means by this lesson.

6. According to Atticus, why is Burris allowed to be truant from school, but not Scout?


Give his definition of the word: compromise
7. When Scout questions Walter’s table manners. Calpurnia gives Scout a lesson on her own manners.  What does this scene reveal to us about Calpurnia’s values? Why do you think she feels that way?

8. What is Calpurnia’s place in the Finch household? 

9. What is Walter Cunningham like? What does his behaviour during lunch suggest about his home life? 

10. Does Scout learn anything from Walter's visit? What do you think this is? 

11. Atticus says that you never really understand a person “until you climb into his skin and walk around in it”. What does this mean? Is it an easy thing for Scout to learn? (In the last chapter of the novel, Scout repeats this, but she changes “skin” to “shoes” - this is probably not a mistake: Harper Lee suggests that Scout cannot clearly recall exactly what Atticus said and when, but the reader can check this!) 

12. What do you learn in this chapter about the Ewells?

Chapters Two and Three Prompts (choose one and write a paragraph):
1. How are prejudice and stereotyping shown in these two chapters?    

2. Pick a funny passage/anecdote from these chapters and explain it.

CHAPTER 4__________________________________________________________________

1. How does Scout describe the rest of her first grade school days?
2. Where is the hollow tree? What gifts do the children find in it? 
3. What information does Dill reveal about his father?
4. What games do the kids play? What is a Hot Steam? What does Jem’s definition suggest about kids?
5. How has the “Boo Radley Game” changed? Why do the children make Boo's story into a game? 

6. What do they do in this game? Do you think the game is an accurate version of what happens in the Radleys' home? 
7. When Atticus reacts to Jem’s “Boo Radley Game,” what do you notice about the way he disciplines his children? (Think about the values and opinions he has expressed).
8. What does Scout think of current fashions in education? 

9. What superstitions do the children have in connection with the Radley house? 

10. When Scout rolls in to the Radley front yard in the tire, what does she hear? What might be the cause of the laughter from inside the house? 
CHAPTER 5_________________________________________________________________

1. Why does Scout admire Miss Maudie Atkinson?

2. Describe Miss Maudie Atkinson. Is she typical  of Maycomb's women? What do the children think of her? 

3. What does Miss Maudie tell Scout about Boo? How does this compare with what Scout already believes?
4. What is really going on in the Radley household? 

5. Describe the children’s plan to get Boo to come out of his house. Why didn’t it work?

6. What direct order does Atticus give the children?

7. Scout claims that “Dill could tell the biggest ones ” (lies) she ever heard. Why might Dill have told such lies? 

8. What reasons does Atticus give for the children not to play the Boo Radley game? Do you think he is right? Why? 
Chapters Four and Five Prompt:
1. How is foreshadowing used in these two chapters?

CHAPTER 6__________________________________________________________________

1. How do the children plan to spend Dill’s last night in Maycomb?

2. What goes wrong with the children’s escape plan?

3. At whom does Mr. Nathan claim he has fired his gun?

4. How do the children claim to have spent the evening?

5. During the scene in which the neighbors gather to discuss the gunshot and in which Jem and Dill tell their “cover-story,” the assumptions of the adult community are revealed. Reread the scene and list at an  assumption that you notice.

6. Why do the children fear Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose?

7. Why does Scout disapprove of Jem's and Dill's plan of looking in at one of the Radleys' windows? 

8. What does Mr. Nathan Radley know about the intruders in his garden? Why does Miss Stephanie refer to a “negro” over whose head Mr. Nathan has fired? 

9. Why does Dill's explanation of Jem's state of dress almost land him in trouble? 
10. What makes Jem decide to return to the Radley yard that night?
CHAPTER 7__________________________________________________________________

1. When Jem tells Scout about getting his trousers back, he tells her of something strange. What is this? 

2. What new gifts do they find in the knothole? (There are five).
3. When the children plan to send a letter to the person who leaves the gifts, they are prevented. How does this happen? Who does it, and why might he do so? 

4. What event makes Jem and Scout begin to “part company”? Meaning, why are they beginning to distance apart?  Define their two ways of looking at the situation. What has Jem learned that Scout is still too young to see?

5. Can you find any evidence that Jem is beginning to understand more than Scout about Boo Radley? Why do you think this is? 

6. Does Jem still fear the gifts in the tree? Give reasons for your answer. 
Chapter Seven Prompt:
1. Why do you think Jem cries at the end of this chapter? What are we learning about Boo in this chapter? Support your conclusions with examples.
CHAPTER 8__________________________________________________________________

1. Who died this winter?

2. What “aberration of nature” frightens Scout? According to Mr. Avery, what caused it?

3. What method does Jem use to create his “snowman?”  
4. When Maudie’s house begins to burn, what is the Finch family concerned about?

5. Who helps Miss Maudie remove furniture from her burning house? Why didn’t Atticus help?

6. Whom will Scout someday need to thank for giving her the blanket during the fire?  How does she react to this information?

7. When Atticus asks Scout about the mysterious blanket wrapped over her shoulders, “Jem seemed to have lost his mind.  He began pouring out our secrets right and left…”  What is it that Jem realizes and is trying to get Atticus to understand?

8. Why does Scout quiz Atticus about his visit to the Radley house? How much does Atticus tell her? 

9. Explain what Atticus means by telling Jem not to let his discovery “inspire ” him to “further glory”? Is there any reason why Jem might now do as his father says? 

Chapter Eight Prompt:
1. List all of the contrasts (such as lightness/darkness) you can find in this chapter.
CHAPTER 9__________________________________________________________________

1. Who is Tom Robinson?

2. What gift does Uncle Jack give the children?

3. What new habit has Scout picked up that bothers Uncle Jack?

4. What does cousin Francis tell Scout about Dill’s home life?

5. Why does Scout fight her cousin after the Christmas dinner at Finch’s landing?

6. Look closely at the reasons Atticus gives Scout for defending Tom Robinson.  Also, look at his statement, “Every lawyer gets at least one case in his lifetime that affects him personally.  This one’s mine, I guess.”  What is it about this case that strikes so deeply at what Atticus believes? (Think about his values and opinions).

7. How well does Atticus feel he should defend Tom Robinson? Is it usual for (white) lawyers to do their best for black clients in Alabama at this time? 

8. Scout and Jem have “mixed feelings” about Christmas? What are these feelings and why? 

9. Uncle Jack Finch tells Scout that she is growing out of her pants. What does this mean and why might he say it? 

10. When Francis talks to Scout he reveals an unpleasant feature of Aunt Alexandra. What is this? 

11. Does Scout learn anything from overhearing Atticus's conversation with Uncle Jack? What might this be? 
12. What is “Maycomb’s unusual disease?”

13. Read the final sentence of this chapter: “I never figured out how Atticus knew I was listening, and it was not until many years later that I realized he wanted me to hear every word he said” (89). Explain in your own words what it means and why it might be important in the story. 

Chapter Nine Prompts: (choose one and write a paragraph)

1. How is irony used in this chapter? (Think about Uncle Jack/Scout/Francis, Atticus)
2. Explain the significance of this quote in relation to the novel or today’s society: “’Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win,’ said Atticus” (76).
CHAPTER 10_________________________________________________________________

1. In Scout’s eyes, what is Atticus’s chief fault?

2. What reasons does Uncle Jack give for Atticus’s unwillingness to teach the kids to shoot?
3. In this chapter Atticus tells his children that “it's a sin to kill a mockingbird”. What reason does he give for saying this? 
4. Who is Heck Tate?

5. What is Atticus’s old nickname? Why did he get it?

6. Why does Heck Tate not want to shoot Tim Johnson? 
7. How does this incident show the children a surprising skill their father possesses?
8. Near the end of this chapter Atticus cuts off Heck Tate as he is speaking to Jem. What might Heck have been about to say, and why would Atticus want to stop him from saying it? 

9. Jem and Scout have different views about telling people at school how well Atticus can shoot. Explain this difference. Which view is closer to your own? 
10. Gothic motifs* and details include supernatural, abnormal occurrences or gloomy, eerie settings in literature. List 3-4 events that added gothic elements to To Kill a Mockingbird thus far.

Chapter Ten Prompts (choose one and write a paragraph):
1. How does the following passage foretell evil?  “Nothing is more deadly than a deserted, waiting street.  The trees were still, the mockingbirds were silent, the carpenter’s at Miss Maudie’s house had vanished” (94).        
2. What are some mockingbirds that you see either in the novel or in today’s society?                                                                                                                                                                  

CHAPTER 11_________________________________________________________________

1. What makes the children hate and fear Mrs. Dubose?
2. How does Atticus advise Jem to react to Mrs. Dubose's taunts? 

3. What does Mrs. Dubose say about the children's mother? How does Jem feel about this?

4. What two comments specifically infuriate Jem to a point that he can’t control his temper?
5. What does Jem do to get revenge? What is his punishment?
6. What request does Mrs. Dubose make of Jem? Is this a fair punishment for his “crime”? 

7. Explain in your own words what Atticus thinks of insults like “nigger-lover”. How far do you agree with him? 

8. What did Mrs. Dubose vow to do before she dies? Does she? Explain.

9. Why does Atticus say that he would have required Jem to spend time with Mrs. Dubose even if the incident with the flowers hadn’t happened?

10. Why, in Atticus's view, was Mrs. Dubose “a great lady”? 

11. Atticus says that Mrs. Dubose is a model of real courage rather than “a man with a gun in his hand”. What does he mean? Do you think he is right? 

12. Chapters ten and eleven are the last two chapters in part one. Think about the events that have contributed to the “rising action” and make a guess as to why Harper Lee chooses to end the first part here. 

Chapter 11 Prompts (choose one and write a paragraph):
1. How does the author show that the children have matured since the beginning of the book?

2. What parallels do you see between Atticus and Mrs. Dubose?  Look at the second to last paragraph for help.

Chapter 12 Prompts (choose one and write a paragraph):
1. What kinds of prejudice do you see in this chapter?

2. Explain how Calpurnia creates two worlds for herself.

Chapter 13 Prompt: 

Do you agree with Aunt Alexandra or Scout?  Which of them is causing the conflict in this chapter?  Take a stance (one side or the other).  
Chapter 14 Prompt: 
Explain the theme of isolation as shown in these chapters. How are some of the characters isolated?
Chapters 15 Prompt:

Explain the use of light as a motif* in Chapter 15 (at the Finch home and/or the courthouse).

Chapter 16 Prompt: 
How do Dolphus Raymond’s children illustrate the theme of isolation caused by intolerance in chapter 16? 

Chapter 17 Prompt:
Explain the contrast between the Ewell house and the houses in the black neighborhood.  How is that ironic?

Chapters 18 Prompt:  
Explore the isolation that Mayella Ewell experiences. Give specific examples and details.

Chapter 19 Prompt: 
Analyze the light motif on page 194.  What theme does this help to develop?
Chapter 20 Prompt: 
Explain Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s ruse. Why does he do the things he does and what is the underlying meaning behind it?
Chapters 21 Prompt:
How is Jem’s innocence depicted in this Chapter 21?
Chapters 22 Prompt:
What does Jem learn that changes his perspective on the trial (215-216)?

Chapters 23 Prompt:
Explain and contrast Jem’s philosophy on the world versus Scout’s philosophy (226-227).
Chapters 24 Prompt:
Contrast the hypocrisy of the missionary circle with the devotion and sense of community depicted in chapter 12.  

Chapters 25-31 (double-entry journal for each chapter)

Select at least one or more quotations from each chapter and write a double-entry journal that relates to the novel’s themes (as we have done before).  Remember that the analysis needs to be in the form of a paragraph.    
*Note: Motifs are recurring contrasts or literary devices that can help to develop the story’s major themes.






