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Sample Paragraph for “Early in the Morning”

· Topic sentence: Underline it and identify the three parts. 

· Say: Circle the three “say” sentences and underline the power verbs

· Mean: Put (parentheses) around the mean sentences. 

· Matter: Put [brackets] around the matter sentences. 

· Concluding sentence: double underline

In Li Yong Lee’s poem, “Early in the Morning,” the speaker suggests that love can be shown in many different ways. First, he says, “My father watches, listens for/ the music of the come/ against hair” (Lee 10-12). The speaker’s father watches his wife comb her hair. The speaker uses a metaphor to compare the sound of music to the sound of his mother brushing her hair. For the speaker’s parents, love is not communicated through ways people would typically show love. There are no kisses or hugs exchanged between the couple. Rather, the husband’s attentiveness to his wife demonstrates his love for her, which the speaker highlights when he claims his father “watches” and “listens” to his mother. The speaker also describes how “For half a hundred years she has done this./ My father likes to see it like this. He says it is kempt” (18-20). The speaker describes how his mother has done her hair in the same way for a very long time, and he states how his father prefers her hair like this. He uses the hyperbole “half a hundred years” to represent how long she has kept this hairstyle. The use of this hyperbole suggests the depth of the husband’s love for his wife. Although he has watched her style her hair in the same way for “half a hundred years,” he is still fascinated and in love with his wife although he never says he loves her. Finally, the speaker reveals, “But I know it is because of the way my mother’s hair falls/ when he pulls the pinks out/ Easily like the curtains? When they untie them in the evening” (21-26). The speaker explains why his father likes his mother to keep her hair pinned up. He uses a simile to compare his mother’s hair to falling curtains. The speaker uses the word “curtains” to emphasize the love that still exists between his parents. By describing the hair as curtains, the speaker implies that his father celebrates his mother’s beauty. Thus, the speaker points out that love can manifest itself in many different forms and does not always have to be something spoken. 
