Gatsby Essay topics

1.  Analyze the character of Tom. Why does he behave the way he does? Is he all bad, or a mixture of bad and good?
2.  Analyze Nick’s attitudes toward Gatsby. Nick says that Gatsby "represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn," and yet he also says that Gatsby "turned out all right at the end," and he tells Gatsby that he is "worth the whole damn bunch put together." What prompted the disparities in his feelings?

3.  Explain how Fitzgerald uses setting to emphasize the differences between the social classes.

4.  Pick any three symbols from the book.  Explain what they represent and why/how they fit into the novel.

5.  Discuss what led to the downfall of Gatsby’s dream.

6.  Compare and contrast Gatsby and Tom.  Be sure to include similarities and differences.  Why do you think Daisy chooses Tom in the end?

7.  Who is most responsible for Gatsby’s death and why?
8.  How does this book fit in with the theme of the American Dream?
