Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _______________________ Per.:______
Beowulf Connection

Boast Assignment
(50 points)
Customary to Anglo-Saxon times, the boast allowed warriors like Beowulf to declare their strengths prior to entering battle. The boast served not only to convince the people and nobility of a warrior’s prowess, but the boast also gave the warrior the opportunity to inspire himself, pump himself up. We see Beowulf boast shortly after his arrival in Denmark (407-455). He acknowledges his power, how others view him highly, his previous victories in battle, etc. Grendel is his next opponent, and probably the most deadly foe Beowulf has ever encountered. He acknowledges the risks of fighting Grendel, but overall his boast communicates confidence and assumed victory. 
In the tradition of the Anglo-Saxon boast, you are going to write and recite your own. You need to choose your foe. What threatens you that you must triumph over? This certainly does not have to be (should not be) another person. Think outside of person versus person conflict. Think in terms of an internal—person versus self—or external—person versus society—conflict. Think about the issues that plague teenagers: pressure to drink/do drugs, pressure to “do it all,” pressure to fit in with particular people, pressure to be perfect, pressure to please your parents while wanting to nurture your own interests, pressure to succeed. Take this as an opportunity to vent a little while also celebrating yourself and your strengths. 

Things to keep in mind for content:

· Your audience is your peers.

· Be sure to declare who you are and your lineage. 

· Clearly identify your enemy.
· Be sure to celebrate past victories.
· Acknowledge specific character traits 
· Use strong SERIOUS word choice and VOICE. 

· Acknowledge risks.
· Focus on victory.

Things to keep in mind for structure:

Your boast must show your general understanding of Anglo-Saxon poetry by following the Anglo-Saxon poetic format:

· Four-five hard beats per line (just do your best; don’t belabor this part)
· No end-rhyme 

· A caesura in each mid-line 

· Heavy alliteration in each line 
· Original kennings.

Length: 20-25 lines
Presentations will begin on Wednesday, December 1st
