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Of Mice and Men
AP Study Guide Questions

You may record your answers on these papers.
Chapter Two
1. In this chapter, Steinbeck again begins with a description of the setting. Explain how this description is different from the description at the beginning of the previous chapter. What does this description tell us about George and Lennie’s life?
2. In the scene between the boss, George, and Lennie that begins on page 22, how does the boss misinterpret what is going on between George and Lennie? What does the boss think is taking place? What does the reader know about the conversation between the three men?
3. Explain the irony in Lennie’s last name. 
4. Describe the tone in the following passage. How does Steinbeck create tone? What does it reveal about Curley?
His eyes passed over the new men and he stopped. He glanced coldly 

at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at his elbows

and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight

crouch. His glance was at once calculating and pugnacious. Lennie

squirmed under the look and shifted his feet nervously (25).

5. What is suggested about Curley’s character when he reacts to George and Lennie the way that he does?
6. Explain the significance of the following passage: “The old man was reassured. He had drawn a derogatory statement from George. He felt safe now…” (27). What does this passage illustrate about the relationships between men during the Depression?
7. What does the reader learn about Curley’s wife? Why might this be important to the story?
8. Explain the foreshadowing in the following lines from the novel:
Lennie cried out suddenly—“I don’t like this place, George. This ain’t

no good place. I wanna get outta here” (32). 

9. What happens to Slim’s dogs and puppies? How does this function as a parallel to survival as a migrant worker? How is this an example of Social Darwinism (survival of the fittest)?
10. Steinbeck introduces the reader to Curley’s wife in this chapter. What seems to be her role? What might this indicate about the way women were viewed during the Depression?
