The Introductory Paragraph

Before you begin arguing the main point of your essay you have to orient your reader to the topics and writings you will be discussing. If you are writing about a theme concerning evil, you will want to introduce the topic of evil. If you are focusing on setting, you may want to introduce the idea or importance of setting. Then you will want to become more and more specific, as you then discuss how this topic is present in the work you are discussing and then finally what you will specifically be arguing in regard to this topic in this particular written work. State your main argument as clearly and specifically as possible in one, or two if necessary, focused sentences. The presentation of your main argument at the end of your introduction is your THESIS STATEMENT.

                  INTRODUCTION






Introduce thematic topics or bigger ideas (w/ a hook if possible)





Get more specific as to how these ideas are present in this work. Introduce author, title and give brief, relevant summary





End with specific argument in your THESIS STATEMENT





POSSIBLE ORDER FOR AN INTRODUCTION





1. Hook or Introduction of Main Ideas/Topics


2. Transition from hook to text being discussed.


3. Brief, relevant summary of text (2-3 sentences), including author and title, and how the text relates to the ideas/topics you will be discussing.


4. Transition from summary to thesis.


5. Thesis statement that introduces main argument, and may also list the ways you will support it (thesis sub-points).








