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Chaparral Middle School

Language Arts Syllabus– 6th Grade

2014-2015
Mr. Choi

Phone: 909-861-6227

E-mail: echoi@wvusd.k12.ca.us

Website: http://goo.gl/mpkWXG
Welcome Note and Course Description:

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year and to your first year of middle school!  I’m extremely thrilled about the new school year and about having you in my class!  The 6th Grade English Language Arts course is designed to guide students in building and developing strong reading, writing, listening, speaking, and critical thinking skills.  We will using Google Apps for Education in the classroom as we move toward further integrating and implementing the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English Language Arts.  Students will be utilizing technology often but we will be focusing our efforts on reading and analyzing texts, researching topics, writing papers, arguing and presenting points of view, and collaborating with peers.  You can read more about the Common Core Standards at www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc as well as at www.corestandards.org.  

Textbooks:

· Holt Literature & Language Arts, Introductory Course (Big Blue Book)
· Holt Handbook (Little Blue Book)
Recommended/Suggested Class Materials (label all belongings):

This list is NOT mandatory. Contact Mr. Choi as soon as possible if assistance is needed so that the needs of every student are met in full and in a timely manner.
*Please bring your school materials to class EVERYDAY we meet.
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Chaparral Binder Reminder (given at registration)
· [image: image5.png]


3-ring binder (dividers recommended)
· 2 or more pencils + eraser(s)

· 2 or more black/blue pen(s)

· 2 or more red pen(s)

· 2 or more highlighters

· College-ruled loose leaf paper

· External mouse (optional)

· Earbuds (optional) 

HOMEWORK/ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES:

1) ATTEMPT each assignment (classwork, homework, reading, essays, & projects).  Your best EFFORT is important & make sure to choose a positive attitude!  ( 

2) Late Assignment Policy:
*If you are absent and miss any Classwork, Homework, Essay, or Project, then complete the following steps (please see #6 below as well):

1. Check the class website.
2. Call/ask a classmate.
3. Email Mr. Choi.
4. Talk to Mr. Choi when you return to school.

*It is your responsibility to take care of your work.  Otherwise, the following daily deductions policies will apply:

a. Late HOMEWORK = 10% deduction per class meeting



b. Late ESSAYS = 10% deduction per class meeting



c. Late PROJECTS = 20% deduction per class meeting



*Once assignments fall below 50%, any and all work submitted will not 

   be accepted without the proper documentation.
*2nd SEMESTER: Late HW will automatically be deducted 50% if it is late and students will have until the next class meeting in order to earn any credit for that particular assignment.
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Heading: Put the following heading on the UPPER RIGHT-HAND CORNER of every assignment:
First Name, Last Name 
Date (the day the HW was assigned)
Period




Ex.
Kobe Bryant




August 20, 2014




Period 1
*Any assignment without the required Heading is an automatic zero.  NO NAME = NO CREDIT!

4) Binder Reminder:  This is where ALL of your HW and key information should be recorded.
a. The class website does not replace your Chaparral Binder Reminder.  

b. The website and all the technology we will be using this year is an extra resource and a luxury.  It is not your academic crutch.
c. In the world of technology, they have a saying.  “It’s not a matter of if it’s going to break down, but when.  Have a BACKUP PLAN!” 
i. Your Binder Reminder is your backup plan.

5) GOT QUESTIONS? (  If you do not understand any part of the lecture or homework assignment, you are RESPONSIBLE to ask questions before the next class meeting.  Mr. Choi is available before, during, and after school for individual questions and conferences.
6) ABSENT WORK and MAKE-UP QUIZZES and EXAMS( It is your responsibility to make up absent work AND missed quizzes/exams.  You have the SAME number of day(s) as your absence to make up any absent work.
a. I will remind you when you return to school but I will not be repeatedly reminding you on a daily to make up quizzes or exams.  

b. If you never make up a quiz or test after an excused absence, I will assume you have chosen to not make it up and you will earn a 0 in the gradebook.
QUIZZES/TESTS GUIDELINES:
1) All tests, essays, and projects are announced in advance.

2) There will be POP Quizzes on occasion to check for understanding and to keep students accountable; so make sure you are prepared the moment you enter the classroom.

3) Weekly quizzes may include, but are not limited to lecture notes, Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension, Literary Analysis, Grammar, etc.

4) It is your responsibility to see Mr. Choi about making up quizzes and tests following an excused absence.

a. Students with unexcused absences will not be allowed to make up quizzes or tests.

GRADING SCALE:
100-98%= A+    97-94%= A         93-90%= A-     89-87%= B+    86-84%= B    

83-80%= B-       79-77%= C+       76-74%= C       73-70%= C-     69-67%= D+    

66-64%= D        63-50%= D-        49% or below= F

GRADING BREAKDOWN:
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*Your student’s grades can be accessed online via Parent Portal.
*Progress reports are sent at least once a quarter as well as upon request.
HONESTY and ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Students ARE EXPECTED TO DO THEIR OWN INDEPENDENT WORK, REFRAIN FROM CHEATING, COPYING, AND OR PLAGIARIZING THE WORK OF OTHERS.  When drawing from resources for research purposes, it is required that students provide citations and bibliographic information.  Credit should be given where it is due.  
Students who engage in academic dishonesty will automatically receive a ZERO on that specific assignment, project, essay, quiz, or examination as well as earn a parent phone call and referral.  The consequences for repeated offenses are outlined on p.8 in the Chaparral Binder Reminder.
*The maintenance of academic integrity is the responsibility of each student at Chaparral Middle School.

Academic Dishonesty includes:

Cheating

· Students taking an exam should assume that external assistance (e.g. books, notes, and conversation with others) is prohibited unless specifically authorized by the teacher.

· Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise is prohibited.

Facilitating Academic Dishonesty
· Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help and or allowing another student to commit an act of academic dishonesty.

· Ex. Allowing another student to copy one’s HW.

Plagiarism
· Intentionally or knowingly representing the words, ideas, or work of another as one’s own in any academic exercise.

· Ex. Copying and pasting information from a text or Internet source and passing it off as one’s own original thoughts and ideas.

 

*I carry a ZERO TOLERANCE Policy when it comes to cheating in my classroom. 
I am looking forward to an exciting, enjoyable, and productive year in the classroom.  I hope you are too!  Please read through this syllabus with your parent or guardian and him or her complete the following and return it to class.
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Sincerely,

Mr. Choi

Please sign and return this portion by Aug. 28 (A5 Day) or Aug. 29 (B6 Day).

I have read and reviewed the syllabus with my child.

____  My child has access to the Internet and to a printer at home (for homework and 

          research purposes).

____  My child has access to the Internet but not to a printer at home.
____  My child does not have access to the Internet and/or to a printer at home.

Name of student: _________________________________________   Period:________

Student signature:_________________________________________   Date:__________

Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:__________________________________   Date:__________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address:______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian phone number:______________________________________________

Comments, Questions, or Concerns:

_1406641480

