ROMEO AND JULIET

ACT IV NOTES & STUDY QUESTIONS
	Rosemary

The Friar tells the mourners to be happy that Juliet is now in heaven, because heaven will give her eternal life.  The Friar argues that they love Juliet poorly by lamenting her death, because they should rejoice that she’s in heaven.  The Friar urges everyone to stop crying and put rosemary, the symbol of remembrance, on her body.  His use of rosemary here echoes the nurse’s earlier association of Romeo with rosemary in Act II.  An herb of remembrance that plays a part in both weddings and funerals, rosemary’s use in this scene seems especially appropriate because Juliet is essentially wedded to her grave. 


ACT IV, SCENE i 

1. Juliet tells Friar Laurence what she will do if the wedding to Paris cannot be avoided.  Paraphrase lines 50-67.

2. In lines 68-120, Friar Laurence thinks of a way out and asks Juliet if she is brave enough to help stage her own death.   In her answer in lines 77-88, she describes several pictures of death:

O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris,

From off the battlements of any tower,

Or walk in thievish ways, or bid me lurk     79

Where serpents are; chain me with roaring bears,

Or hide me nightly in a charnel-house,

O-ercovered quite with dead men's rattling bones;

With reeky shanks and yellow chapless skulls;

Or bid me go into a new-made grave

And hide me with a dead man in his shroud,—   85

Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble;

And I will do it without fear or doubt,
To live' an unstained wife to my sweet love.

Summarize the descriptions of death she includes:
3. Summarize Friar Laurence's plan as described in lines 89-120.

4. In what ways is Friar Laurence a father figure to Juliet?

ACT IV, SCENE ii
1. How does Juliet behave toward her father in this scene?

ACT IV, SCENE iii
1. How does Juliet persuade her mother to leave her alone the night before the scheduled wedding to Paris?

2. Read Juliet's soliloquy that she speaks just before taking the Friar's potion.  It begins on this page and continues to the next.

What if it be a poison, which the friar
Subtly hath ministered to have me dead,       25
Lest in this marriage he should be dishonoured
Because he married me before to Romeo?
I fear it is; and yet, methinks, it should not,
For he hath still been tried a holy man.
How if, when I am laid into the tomb,         30
I wake before the time that Romeo
Come tp redeem me?  There's a fearful point!
Shall I not then be stifled in the vault,
To whose foul mouth no healthsome air breathes in,
And there die strangled ere my Romeo comes?   35
Or, if I live, is it not very like
The horrible conceit of death and night,
Together with the terror of the place-​
As in a vault, an ancient receptacle,
Where, for this many hundred years, the bones  40
Of all my buried ancestors are packed;
Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth,
Lies festering in his shroud; where, as they say,
At some hours in the night spirits resort;--
Alack, alack, is it not like that I,
45
So early waking,--what with loathsome smells,
And shrieks like mandrakes torn out of the earth,
That living mortals, hearing them, run mad;—
O, if I wake, shall I not be distraught,
Environed with all these hideous fears,       50
And madly play with my forefathers' joints,
And pluck the mangled Tybalt from his shroud,

And, in this rage, with some great kinsman's bone

As with a club, dash out my desperate brains?

O, look!  methinks I see my cousin's ghost
55

Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his body

Upon a rapier's point.  Stay, Tybalt, stay!

Romeo, I come!  This do I drink to thee."

a. What doubt about Friar Laurence does Juliet have at the beginning of the soliloquy?

b. As Juliet imagines what it will be like once she is placed in the family tomb, she envisions many fearful things.  Name three fears she has that are described in this speech:
c. What is the tone of this speech?

ACT IV, SCENE iv
1. This scene describes the wedding preparations as the servants prepare for the celebration.  Compare the mood in this scene with the mood in scene 3.

2. Why does Shakespeare include this scene?

ACT IV, SCENE v
1. Lord Capulet says in lines 28-29, "Death lies on her like an untimely frost Upon the sweetest flower of all the field." How does the diction (word choice) affect the meaning of the lines?
2. Why does Lord Capulet say in line 38-39, "Death is my son-in-law, Death is my heir; My daughter he hath wedded."
3. What does Friar Laurence say in response to the cries of grief, and why are his words ironic?
4. Why does the Friar refer to the herb rosemary in line 79?

