POPULATION ISSUES IN CHINA AND INDIA (5)
OVERVIEW:

China and India are the two most populous countries in the world, but they have taken very different approaches to population control. Students will gather population statistics for these two countries, read about population issues in both places, and determine whether India should adopt a one-child policy like the one implemented by the Chinese government.

OBJECTIVES:

• Discuss why a country might try to limit its birth rate;


• Compare life expectancy and per capita income for China, India and the U.S.
PROCEDURE/EVALUATION:
1. Go to http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook. Compare China, India and the U.S. on the following indicators: life expectancy, population size, per capita income (GDP-per capita), birth rate, death rate, literacy rate, and infant mortality. Record the numbers you see. Make a chart that displays the.

2. What do these numbers reveal about China and India? Support your answer with specific examples from the statistics.

3. What factors contribute to these two country’s birth rates?

4. What is the government’s role in this country’s growth rate?

5. Should India have a one-child policy like China’s? Why or why not? Use specific examples from the research.

6. Hypothesize the economic reasons why people might want to have smaller families. In particular, how might limiting the number of children in a family affect the family’s ability to earn and save money?

7. Can you think of examples of the reverse scenario, in which it would make more financial sense for a family to have more children? Explain.  
Extension/Population analysis:
 A certain fictional country called Industria is tracking its population data.  In 1855, the first year vital statistics were reported for the country, the population was 1.6 million, with a crude birth rate of 43 per 1,000.  At that time the population of Industria was growing quite slowly, because of the high death rate of 41 per 1,000.  In 1875 the population began to grow very rapidly as the birth rate remained at its 1855 level, while the crude death rate dropped dramatically to 20 per 1,000.  Population growth continued to increase in the small country into the late 1800’s, even though birth rate began to decline slowly.

In 1895 the crude birth rate had dropped to 37, and the death rate to 12 per 1,000.  In that year (1895) a complete census revealed that the population of Industria had grown to 2.5 million.  By 1950 population growth gradually began to decline as the death rate remained at its 1895 level, while the birth rate continued to decline to 22 per 1,000.  In 1977 vital statistics revealed that the death rate was 10 per 1,000, and the population growth had slowed even more to an annual rate of 0.4%.  By 1990 Industria had reduced its birth rate to that of its now constant, low death rate, and the population transition was complete.

1. Graph: Plot the crude birth rate data from 1855 to 1990.  Now plot the crude death rate on the same axes.  Clearly label the axes, the curves and the entire graph.

2. What was the annual growth rate of Industria in 1950? What was the birth rate in Industria in 1977? SHOW YOUR WORK AND CALCULATIONS.

3. Indicate TWO factors that might have accounted for the rapid decline in the death rate in Industria between 1855 and 1895.  Indicate one specific reason why the birth rate might have been so high in 1855 and was so slow to decrease between 1855 and 1950.

4. Determine what the population size of Industria would have been in 1951 if the population had continued to grow at the annual rate of growth recorded for Industria in 1895.  SHOW YOUR WORK AND CALCULATIONS.

5. Describe demographic transition.  What are some steps that a country or population would have to make to progress through the transition.

6. Use a graph to show demographic transition.  Clearly label your graph.  Place the years on your graph to correspond to Industria’s transition.
