English 3-4 CP/A: The Canterbury Tales
 “The Prologue” Questions, Pt. 2
1. 22 The narrator describes himself as “most devout at heart.” Do you take these words at face value?

2. 124-5 How do you think the French spoken in Stratford-at-Bow differed from that spoken in Paris?
3. 176 What does the narrator mean by “the ways of the modern world”?
4. 223-24 What role does money seem to play in the confessions that the Friar hears?

5. 280 From his dabbling in this practice, which was illegal in Chaucer’s day, what can you conclude about the Merchant?

6. 299-300 What does the narrator mean by this statement?

7. 323-24 Explain the apparent contradiction here. How would you sum up the skill and work habits of the Sergeant at the Law?

8. 397 What might the narrator mean by calling the Shipman “a good fellow”?

9. 462 Why might the narrator feel it necessary to mention that all five weddings were church weddings?
10. 500-504 Explain the figure of speech in this passage:
11. 528 How would a lack of scrupulosity add to the Parson’s effectiveness?

12. 545-547 Why might the Pardoner and the Summoner be riding together as friends?

13. 600-603 What opinion of the Reeve does his employer seem to hold? How might the Reeve take advantage of his position?

14. 644-647 What does the narrator’s statement in lines 660-661 imply about the Summoner?

15. 659 How could a sinner’s punishment be “in his purse”?
16. Which of the pilgrims does Chaucer treat seriously, holding up as ideals?

17. Which does he seem to poke fun at, but not in a mean-spirited way?

18. Which portraits are just a little negative?

19. Which pilgrims seem to represent hardened sinners, the lowest of the low?

20. What methods of characterization does Chaucer use? How does he make his characters come alive or created the verisimilitude (the appearance of being true or real) he is known for?

21.  The adjective Chaucerian is often used to describe a zest for life. Where can you see this “zest for life” or appreciation for humanity, foibles and all?

