The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Characters

Please identify each character. 

Celie

Mr. _____________

Nettie
Julia

Carrie

Kate

Shug Avery

Harpo

Please describe Celie’s life.

What does the reader known about her past history and her present situation? Be as specific as possible.

Significant Passages

1. “She never write” (18).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: What does Celie assume? Why?
2. “She too black” (19).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: Is Mr. _____’s sister being racist even though she is also African-American? What does she mean?
3. “Brother couldn’t have done better if he tried [says Kate].
I think about how he tried” (20).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: What does Celie mean? What does Celie know?
4. “He look at me. It like he looking at the earth. It need something? his eyes say” (20).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: To whom does the second “it” refer? What does this weird use of the word “it” suggest?
5. “I don’t fight, I stay where I’m told. But I’m alive” (21).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: What does Celie reveal about her survival philosophy?
6. “I make myself wood” (22).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: What does she mean? Is this the first time?
7. “Her mouth open showing all her teef and don’t nothing seem to be troubling her mind” (24).

Why is this passage significant?

Hint: Who is Celie describing? What does she especially admire? How can the reader tell?
Reflection: What trauma(s) does Celie suffer? Be as specific as possible. Don’t write that she goes through a lot or that she has a hard life. Be more specific. 
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