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Judeo-Christian Contributions to Democratic Ideas
The moral and ethical principles of Judaism and Christianity make have contributed to Democracy and Western political thought in several ways. The great debates over right and wrong, over justice and injustice, and over the place of the individual in society and history are rooted in what Greeks, Jews and a Christians believed to be true of human nature and human needs. 
The Judeo-Christian beliefs about human nature are shared with philosophers. For example, an idea shared by both Christians and Jews is that people have both worthy and unworthy qualities and they have a personal choice to decide between good and evil, right and wrong. Another is that God holds the individual responsible for the exercise of free will in moral choice. All men must take responsibility for their own actions. Finally, is the belief that humans are made in God’s image. Therefore, believers feel that it is important to accept the equality and dignity of every person on earth. Equality of all human beings is an idea central to democracy. 
Jews and Christians also believe that the world should not be accepted the way it is. It is the responsibility of humans to make the world a better place, regardless of obstacles or excuses. Whatever the actual religious beliefs of Western peoples, they have been marked by these core beliefs; the equality and dignity of all, the need for societies in which moral choice is freely possible, and the duty to struggle for fair and decent communities. 
Besides the Judeo-Christian beliefs mentioned above, codes of personal behavior have also contributed to the ideas of democratic governments around the world. These codes of behavior include; courage, self-reliance, self-examination, self-respect, and devotion to truth and reason.
The Ten Commandments has also influenced the importance of a written code of laws found in all democracies.  These laws focused more on morality and ethics than they did on politics. Both Jews and Christians believed in acting responsibly toward others and the community should help the less fortunate. They hoped for a world without poverty or injustice. They prophets also stressed the importance of people’s love for their neighbors, their enemies and themselves. 
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