Name: ________________________________ Per:___________

Author Study: Ray Bradbury
Directions: Look through the “There Will Come Soft Rains” on pages 87-92. Write the definition and word form on the lines below. 

relays (_________________) – _________________________________________________________________________________

warrants(_________________) – ________________________________________________________________________________

silhouette (_________________) – _______________________________________________________________________________

paranoia (_________________) – _______________________________________________________________________________

baal (_________________) – ___________________________________________________________________________________

manifested (_________________) – _____________________________________________________________________________

okapi(_________________) – ___________________________________________________________________________________

tremulous(_________________) – _______________________________________________________________________________

oblivious (_________________) – _______________________________________________________________________________

sublime(_________________) – _________________________________________________________________________________

psychopathic (_________________) – ___________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Choose 8 words and write them in a sentence. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary Prediction

Judging by the vocabulary words and the pictures in the story, what do you predict Bradbury writes about? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quick Write #1: Ray Bradbury’s Interview
Read the Bradbury interview on page 84-85 and answer the questions below. 

Bradbury speaks of piece of writing and the writing process likes it’s a living, breathing thing. This is called personification. Choose 2 quotes from his interview that demonstrate this.

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bradbury wrote, “Success is a continuing process. Failure is a stoppage. The man who keeps moving and working does not fail.”
What does he say the “average young person” has as a motto? _______________________________________________

What does he say “success” really is? _________________________________________________________________________
Do you agree with Bradbury? Why? (2 sentences) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Bradbury say is more important than money? Why does he think this? (2 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quick Write #2: Life in 2026
This is a creative writing assignment. You have 5 minutes to do it. What do you imagine our school, classroom or homes will look like in 2026? What new advances will be made? What would you like to see happen? Brainstorm! Give me your most creative ideas! 




Literary Terms – What are these? Consider them as you read “There Will Come Soft Rains” on pages 87-92.

What is setting? ____________________________________________________________________________________________

What is third person point of view? __________________________________________________________________________

What is theme? ____________________________________________________________________________________________

What is suspense? _________________________________________________________________________________________

Note-taking Strategy: Setting – What is wrong with this picture? 

	Time of Day
	What’s ordinary? (like ours lives today)
	What’s unusual?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Discussion Questions – Work in small groups to answer these questions in complete sentences. 

Name 3 benefits of technology in this story. 1. _________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________  3. ____________________________________________________

What is the major detriment of technology in this story? ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you notice that there are no characters in this story?        YES        NO         (circle)
What point do you think Bradbury is trying to make with not having any human characters? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is setting so important to this story? _______________________________________________________________________

What is the topic of the story? _______________________________________________________________________________

What is the theme? (Remember theme = topic + author’s view of the topic) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at your note-taking chart. How does the author use setting to build suspense? Include 2 examples from the text. Write 5 sentences. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Year: 2026








