A New Myth 

The Native Americans used origin, or creation, myths as a way to explain natural phenomenon. They, and many other cultures throughout history, used myths to attempt to explain such things as the creation of humans, seasons, animals, the sun and moon, and even human emotions, like anger or jealousy, by making up stories about how they came into existence. Often these stories included the existence o/ supernatural beings that have the power to make extraordinary things happen. Prepare and write your own personal origin myth. 'Remember to include lots of description and even some dialogue. It’s now time to create your own myth. Keep in mind what a myth is and some of the characteristics of myths.
	1. 
	Think of one or more natural phenomenon to explain. / Explain how something began. / Come up with a creation story.

	2. 
	Think of a moral or lesson to teach or drive home. (Be happy with what you have. / Do not judge a book by its cover. / Bad deeds do not go unpunished. / Hard work pays off in the end. / You are known by the company you keep. / etc.)


	3. 
	Which animals do you want to use?

	4. 
	Describe your hero. (animal or human / hasty or careful / loud or quiet / wise or crafty / patient or impatient / big or small / talented or ordinary etc.)

	5. 
	What is the hero’s quest? (what does he/she have to accomplish, create, find, etc.)

	6. 
	Who are the good characters? Who is the hero’s special friend or helper?

	7. 
	Describe your villain.

	8. 
	Who are the evil characters?

	9. 
	What object (talisman) does the hero use to help him/her along the way?

	10. 
	What is the location of your story? (Forest; desert; by a stream; by the ocean; in a palace; in a village; in the sky; underwater; in space; underground; etc.)

	11. 
	What is the time period of your story? (In the beginning; Back when things were new; Once; A long time ago; etc.)

	12. 
	What is the major conflict in your story?

	13. 
	Who wins?

	14. 
	Summarize what happens. Give an outline of the plot.

	15. 
	Include notes and other ideas you want to include. (supernatural beings / royalty / chiefs / important characters) (optional)


A New Myth Rubric
	REQUIRED ELEMENTS
	PTS. POSSIBLE
	PTS. EARNED

	Uses of creation myth elements are evident (i.e. strong descriptive characters, supernatural elements, creation of something/someone/etc.)
	15
	

	Myth is well-developed (i.e. strong beginning, middle, and end) & uses dialogue correctly
	10
	

	Creative title
	5
	

	At least 3 full pages
	5
	

	Typed, double-spaced, size 12 font
	5
	

	Proper heading & page #s
	5
	

	Minimum grammar & spelling mistakes
	5
	

	TOTAL
	50
	


Name: 





Period:  	Date: 





Myth Definition: 


- usually traditional story of ostensibly [supposedly] historical events that serves to unfold part of the world view of a people or explain a practice, belief, or natural phenomenon


(http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/myth)








