Is The Catcher in the Rye Still Relevant to Teens?
	Read Aloud
	Complete #1 with your group and #2 on your own

	The reading ‘challenge’
Lewis says that while teenagers still relate to Holden on a visceral, emotional level, reading "Catcher" can be a challenge.

"It does feel dated and I'm surprised it works as well as it does," Lewis said. "It's hard for a 14- or 15-year-old to put themselves in a post-World War II mindset. The language is different. Holden's voice sounds really authentic, really vivid, but it's not how a teenager sounds today. There's a lot of ambiguity, and you're not quite sure how to read this person."

Lewis says teens reading "Catcher" today need a glossary for words like "crumby," "corny" and "the grippe." And they need help understanding that when Holden says his brother is "prostituting" himself in Hollywood, he means that figuratively.

"But if you can get past that, you can start to feel really protective of the guy," Lewis said. He said teens also still relate to Holden's "deep distrust of the adult world" and his "'to hell with the world'" attitude and "lack of connection to his parents."
	1. According to this argument, why is Catcher relevant or irrelevant?

2. What is your opinion on this argument?



	The reading ‘challenge’ 
But Jennifer Bogut, who teaches high school English at Montrose Academy in Moscow, Idaho, says she'd "rather face root canal work" than "inflict" Holden Caulfield on anyone.

"If people hadn't been so up in arms over the language and content, it wouldn't have become the cult classic that has caused high school students to have to read it over the last several decades," she said. (Among other things, Holden describes himself as a "sex maniac" and is upset about graffiti that contains obscenities.)

Rachel Mattos, a senior at Saint Joseph's University in Philadelphia, says the book retains its shock value. "I just remember being a nervous 14-year-old in my first high school English class, startled by my teacher reading curse words out loud," she said. Overall, though, she said the book "didn't really speak to me" even though it's supposed to be about "that teenage thing of not fitting in."


	1. According to this argument, why is Catcher relevant or irrelevant?

2. What is your opinion on this argument?



	Read Aloud
	Complete #1 with your group and #2 on your own

	Future of ‘Catcher’
Corin Warden, who teaches at a Toronto high school, thinks "Catcher" will fade from reading lists as the boomers who grew up with it retire. "That generation is leaving, and there's got to be something that has been written since that speaks as eloquently to teenagers as 'Catcher in the Rye' once did," he said.

That said, Holden's older fans can still find kids young enough to be their grandchildren to share their enthusiasm.

"I highly doubt that my generation ever calls anyone 'phonies,' but the themes and emotions in the novel are timeless," said Katie Stryker, a junior at Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa.

"Holden Caulfield was a snarky blogger before snarky bloggers existed," said Courtney Sirwatka, a literature major at the State University of New York in Purchase.

"I'm glad that they still teach it in high school," said Steve Russell, a student at Albion College in Albion, Mich., "and I hope they never stop."


	1. According to this argument, why is Catcher relevant or irrelevant?

2. What is your opinion on this argument?



	Now, formulate your own opinion for our Philosophical Chairs (do this part on your own).
I think that Catcher is still relevant/is not relevant to teens today because (reason 1) ___________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

I think that Catcher is still relevant/is not relevant to teens today because (reason 2) ___________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________


	For example, _____________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

For example, _____________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________




Name: _______________________________

Ticket out the Door

1. Wrap up: In three to four sentences, write down why Catcher is relevant or not relevant:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Reflection: What new insights did you gain today about the opinions of others and yourself regarding reading Catcher in the Rye?  Did you change your mind during our Philosophical Chairs?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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