
Warm Up #4    

! What do you do when someone 
threatens and attacks your family/
home? 



Major Battles & Turning Points (pt.2) 

!  FLT: I will be able to 
explain the major 
battles and turning 
points in the Pacific 
Theatre during WWII 
(Pearl Harbor). 



 
PACIFIC THEATRE 

Notes 



Japan Aggression  

! Japanese invading China to 
create empire and get natural 
resources.  
- (Rape of Nanking) 



U.S. response to aggression  

!  BY freezing Japanese assets within the 
US and cutting off Japan’s oil supply  

 
!  Why does the US respond this way?  

! Weaken Japan and stop Japanese aggression  



Japan’s Response to cut off  

!  Very angry and they bomb Pearl Harbor  



A. Japanese Aggression 

!  During the 1930s 
Japan was invading 
China (Manchuria) 

!  Japan wanted 
natural resources 

!  Japan planned to 
take over all 
European colonies 
in Asia 





B. Pearl Harbor 

!  The US stopped 
sending oil to Japan 

!  Admiral Isoroku 
Yamamoto ordered 
the attack on the US 
fleet 

!  Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbor 12/7/1941-“A 
Day which will live in 
Infamy” 

!  US declared war!  





Pearl Harbor (2001) 

Look for: 
  
!  Admiral Yamamoto 

  
!  President FDR’s 

speech  
  
!  Colonel Doolittle 

  





The USS Nevada 





















C. Japanese Victories 

!  After Pearl Harbor, 
Japan attacked: 
! Hong Kong (GB) 
! Guam (US) 
! The Philippines 

(US) 
! Thailand 
!  Indonesia 
! Burma 
 
1 million square 

miles! 



D. The Allies Strike Back 

!  Colonel James H. 
Doolittle in command of 
attack on Tokyo 
! Did little damage but 

showed that the Japanese 
could be attacked 

!  Battle of the Coral Sea 
! New naval warfare with 

aircraft carriers 
! Japanese won battle but 

Allies had stopped them 
from southward expansion 



E. Battle of Midway 

!  Midway was a US-
controlled island 

!  Japan attempted to 
take over in June 
1942 

!  The US was very 
successful 

!  First big Japanese 
defeat: a turning 
point! 



F. Douglas MacArthur 

!  He was commander 
of the Allied forces 
in the Pacific 

!  Developed “island-
hop” strategy: 
hopping islands to 
get to Japan ASAP 

!  Very successful! 



G. Battle of Guadalcanal 

!  Guadalcanal was a 
Japanese controlled 
island 

!  US troops attacked 
!  After 6 months, the 

US controlled the 
island 

!  First “island-
hopping” success!  


